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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE BRONSON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Seattle, 
in the county of King and State of Washing 
ton, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Fences, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had therein 
to the accompanying drawings. 
My invention relates to new and useful im 

provements in fences; and its object, among 
other things, is to employ a strong and inex 
pensive post formed of a single piece of metal 
and provided with means whereby the rails 
may be held spaced apart and prevented from 
becoming accidentally displaced. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists in the novel construc 
tion and combination of parts hereinafter more 
fully described and claimed and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, showing the pre 
ferred form of my invention, in which 

Figure 1 is an elevation of a fence con 
structed in accordance with my invention. Fig. 
2 is a detail view of a post detached. Fig. 3 
is a transverse section through the post on the 
line at a of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail view of 
one of the corner-posts, and Fig. 5 is a sec 
tional plan view of the corner-post and rails. 

Referring to the figures by numerals of ref 
erence, 1 is a flat steel post of suitable length 
having a broad base 2 and a head 3 of suitable 
form. The post is provided on opposite sides 
with longitudinally-extending ribs 4, one of 
which is provided with a series of apertures 5, 
extending transversely therethrough at suit 
able distances apart. These apertures com 
municate with slots 6, extending inward from 
the outer edge of the rib, and are adapted to 
receive the ends of a plurality of rails 7 of 
suitable construction. These rails on their 
obverse sides are each provided with a longi 
tudinally-extending rib and upon their reverse 
sides with a corresponding groove, which is 
adapted to receive the rib of that portion of the 
adjacent rail which underlaps it, whereby the 
rails are held against lateral movement with 
respect to each 6ther. The ends of these rails 
are preferably provided with apertures, pref 
erably two in number, which are equal dis 
tances apart and are adapted when the rails 

are in position to lie at opposite sides of the 
rib 4 through which said rails project. Bolts 
8 are then passed through the apertures in the 
overlapping ends of the rails and are secured 
in position by means of nuts 9, which also serve 
to prevent longitudinal movement of the rails 
by engaging either side of the apertured 
ribs 4. 
When the parts herein referred to have been 

assembled as described, it will be seen that a 
continuous and practically solid fence is ob 
tained. 
The corner-posts to be used with this fence 

are substantially similar to the posts above 
described. These posts, as shown in Fig. 4, 
are provided, in addition to the slotted ribs 
4, with apertures 10, formed within one edge of 
the post. These apertures 10 are at a greater 
distance laterally from the longitudinal center 
of the post than are the apertures 5, so that 
the ends of the rails projecting through the 
apertures 5 abut the ends of the rails project 
ing through the apertures 10, and thereby are 
prevented from longitudinal movement in one 
direction, a bolt and nut 89 or other suitable 
fastening means preventing longitudinal 
movementin the opposite direction. By means 
of this arrangement it will be seen that the 
rails extending in the two directions at the 
corner of the fence can be securely held in po 
sition as hereinbefore described in connection 
with the posts 1. 

In the foregoing description I have shown 
the preferred form of my invention; but I do 
not wish to limit myself thereto, as I am aware 
that modifications may be made therein with 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing the 
advantages thereof, and I therefore reserve 
the right to make such changes as fairly fall 
within the scope of my invention. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I therefore claim as new, and desire tose 
cure by Letters Patent, is 

1. In a fence, the combination with a post, 
the ribs provided with apertures, which aper 
tures in one rib are located at a greater dis 
tance from the longitudinal center of the post 
than are the apertures in the adjoining rib, 
rails received in the apertures, fastening means 
secured on the end of the rail protruding 
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through the aperture to prevent movement in 
One direction the ends of adjoining rails abut 
ting each other to prevent movement thereof 
in the opposite direction. 

2. In a fence, the combination with a post 
provided with apertures and inwardly-extend 
ing slots communicating with the apertures, 
of a series of ribbed rails, the adjacent ends 
of which overlap and are received in the aper 
tures in the post, the rails being of larger area. 
than the area of the slots, the ribs of the outer 
most rails received and fitting in the slots, and 
means for Securing the adjacent ends of the 
rails together and also against longitudinal 
movement. 

3. In a fence, the combination with a post 
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provided with apertures and inwardly-extend 
ing slots communicating therewith, of a plu 
rality of ribbed and grooved rails, the adja 
cent ends of which overlap and are received 
in and protrude through the apertures in the 
post, the ribs of the underlapping rails re 
ceived and fitting in the grooves in the over 
lapping rails and means for Securing the rails 
against longitudinal movement. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE BRONSON. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN E. CARROLL, 
WALTER B. BEALs. 


