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(57) Abstract: A device for treating spinal stenosis having
an implant body structure (12) sized and configured to be po-
sitioned between the spinous processes of two adjacent verte-
brae. The device may have a body portion having a first end
portion (40) , a second end portion (42) and a sleeve (44) be-
tween the first and second end portions. The device may also
have at least two retainers (14, 16) positioned in and extend-
able from the body portion. A mechanism positioned within
the body portion may be used to move the retainers between a
retracted position and a deployed position. When the retainers
are in the deployed position, the retainers may be positioned
around the spinous process of at least one of two adjacent ver-
tebrae. A plurality of installation tools which may be used to
install the device are also disclosed.
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document is combined with one or more other such docu-
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inthe art.
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1. Claims Nos.:

56-63
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningfui international Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafied in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international appiication, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
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X D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. [Il No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-24, 25-33, 41
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D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found muitiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-24,25-33,41
An apparatus to be implanted between the spinous processes.
1.1. claims: 1-24,41

An apparatus to be implanted between the spinous processes,
comprising an implant body, at least two retainers and a
mechanism to move the retainers from a retracted postion to
a deployed position.

1.2. claims: 25-33

An apparatus to be implanted between the spinous processes,
comprising a body structure having a tongitudinal axis, at
least two retainer members configured to move from a
retracted position to a deployed position,

and having a peripheral middle portion configured to move
under forces applied from the spinous processes.

2. claims: 34-40

An apparatus to be impianted between the spinous processes
comprising a body structure, at least two retainers
projecting outward from the body structure in a deployed
position, and a tube configured to receive the body
structure, the tube having openings through which the
retainers are movable to the deployed position.

3. claims: 42-48

A kit comprising a plurality of differently sized tubes
configured to distract the spinous processes.

4. claims: 49-51

An apparatus for inserting an implant between the spinous
processes, comprising a tube and an implant holder to move
the implant body through the tube wherein the implant holder
engages the tube to Timit the movement of the implant.

b. claims: 52-55

A device for holding a surgical instrument, comprising a
body with a passageway therethrough, an instrument engaging
device having two prongs to hold an instrument and a knob to
control movement of the prongs.
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