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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A support bar for clothes hangers having an elongated
tubular core, a covering around the core and spaced
elongated bead members formed of anti-friction material
and of circular cross-section on the covering to prevent
the clothes hangers from scraping the bar covering and to
facilitate sliding action along the support bar.

This invention relates to a support bar and more par-
ticularly to a support bar for clothes hangers.

Support bars for clothes hangers have heretofore been
made of elongated wooden or metal members. In some
instances the wood or metal has been covered with paint,
chrome plate or other decorative material. As the hook-
like portion of the clothes hanger is slid back and forth
along the support bar during normal use, the surface of
the bar begins to wear. Depending upon the nature of the
surface of the support bar, this wear results in an un-
sightly appearance of the bar, bits of the finish deposited
upon the clothes or both. In most instances, the sliding
action of the clothes hanger is accompanied by an ob-
jectionable squeaking sound.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a support bar for clothes hangers which will be
free of the shortcomings of prior art devices.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
support bar which will reduce the frictional contact be-
tween the surface of the bar and the member being sup-
ported.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a support bar which will maintain its attractive ap-
pearance for many years.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a support bar capable of a wide variety of decorative ef-
fects.

A feature of the present invention is the use of elongated
anti-friction members to hold the clothes hanger away
from the surface of the support bar.

Another feature of the present invention is the use of a
decorative plastic covering for the support bar which will
not be scratched or worn by the clothes hanger.

Still another feature of the present invention is the use
of a noncircular support bar to prevent surface wear.

The invention consists of the construction, combination
and arrangement of parts, as herein illustrated, described
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawing, forming a part hereof
is illustrated three forms of embodiment of the invention,
and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a somewhat isometric view of a portion
of a support bar made in accordance with the present in-
vention.

FIGURE 2 is a cross-sectional view of the bar shown in
FIGURE 1 with a portion of the clothes hanger supported
thereby.

FIGURE 3 is a somewhat isometric fragmentary view
of a second embodiment of a support bar made accord-
ing to the present invention.

FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view of the bar shown
in FIGURE 3.
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FIGURE 5 is a cross-sectional view of still another em-
bodiment of a support bar according to the present inven-
tion.

Referring to the drawing and particularly to FIGURES
1 and 2, 10 indicates an elongated tubular member which
may be in the nature of a steel or aluminum pipe. A cover-
ing of a suitable decorative material 11 is disposed about
the tubular member 10 for its entire length. The covering
11 may be a plastic such as Plexiglas, nylon, polyethylene
or Teflon. A heavy enamel porcelain or even chrome or
other plating may also serve as the covering 11.

A series of spaced elongated beads 12 are disposed
about the outer surface of the covering 11. The beads 12
may be cemented to the covering 11, bonded thereto by
the use of heat and pressure, or may penetrate the cover-
ing 11 and be secured directly to the tubular member 10
using techniques well known in the art.

The beads 12 are preferably formed of some anti-fric-
tion material such as Teflon or nylon so as to permit the
hook member 13 of the clothes hanger (not shown) to
slide easily and silently along the support bar. In addi-
tion, the beads 12 are circular in cross section to pro-
vide a minimum surface of contact between the hook 13
and the beads 12.

Since the beads 12 extend outwardly from the surface
of the covering 11, the hook 13 does not come into con-
tact with the said covering 11. The covering 11 may thus
be made of light colored material, anodized surfaces or
thinly plated surfaces without showing discoloration due
to wear. If the beads are formed of a transparent material
the bar will have the overall color of the covering 11.
Alternately, the beads can be of contrasting color to the
covering 11 for decorative effects. In the absence of wear
the covering 11 can be relatively thin and still remain
decorative over prolonged periods of use.

In FIGURES 3 and 4 there is illustrated a second em-
bodiment of the present invention in which the elongated
member of the support bar is noncircular or square in
cross-section, as indicated at 14. The beads 12 are applied
to the corners and the covering 11 overlies the outside
surface of the noncircular member 14. In all other respects
the structure shown in FIGURES 3 and 4 corresponds to
that shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 and functions in the
same manner.,

Other noncircular cross-sectional shapes suitable for
the practice of the present invention will be apparent, such
as the triangular configuration shown in FIGURE 5. In
this embodiment the tubular member 15 is. substantially
triangular in cross-section, the covering 11 is bonded,
cemented or coated to the three outer flat surfaces 16
and the elongated beads 12 secured to the three edges
of the elongated tubular member 15. .

From the foregoing it will be seen that there has been
provided support bars for clothes hangers which will give
many years of use without showing wear. The support
bars will not squeak as the hangers are slid along the
bar surface. In addition, many decorative effects are
possible with bars made in accordance with the present
invention.

While the present description has confined itself to the
use of the support bars for clothes hangers, it will be
understood that they have autility as shower curtain rods,
curtain rods, decorative screens and other uses.

Having thus fully described the invention, what is
claimed as new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent
of the United States is:

1. A support bar comprising an elongated tubular mem-
ber, a covering around said tubular member and a plu-
rality of spaced elongated bead members of anti-friction
material and circular cross-section longitudinally disposed



3,384,244

3

upon and secured to the covering and extending out-
wardly therefrom.

2. A support bar according to claim 1 in which the
tubular member is noncircular in cross-section.

3. A support bar according to claim 1 in which the anti-
friction material is nylon.

4. A support bar according to claim 1 in which the
anti-friction material is Teflon.

5. A support bar according to claim 1 in which the
tubular member is square in cross-section and the beads
are carried along the four longitudinal edges of the tubu-
lar member.

6. A support bar.according to claim 1 in which the tubu-
lar member is triangular in cross-section and the beads
are carried along the three longitudinal edges of the tubu-
lar member.
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