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1
METHODS FOR ENHANCING RAPID DATA
ANALYSIS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 16/924,613 filed 9 Jul. 2020, which is a continuation of
U.S. application Ser. No. 16/384,603, filed 15 Apr. 2019,
which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 15/043,
333, filed 12 Feb. 2016, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Application Ser. No. 62/115,404, filed on 12
Feb. 2015, all of which are incorporated in their entireties by
this reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates generally to the data analytics field,
and more specifically to new and useful methods for enhanc-
ing rapid data analysis in the data analytics field.

BACKGROUND

Businesses today collect huge amounts of data relating to
sales, marketing, and other critical operations. Querying this
data is often a difficult and resource intensive process,
especially for many types of complex queries. To some
extent, query performance can be improved by generating
data aggregates and indices, but it is infeasible to do this
across all dimensions in a large dataset. Because of this,
query performance issues often slow data analysis. Thus,
there is a need in the data analytics field to create methods
for enhancing for rapid data analysis. This invention pro-
vides such new and useful methods.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a chart view of a method of a preferred
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary table view of an event data stream;

FIG. 3 is an exemplary view of run length encoding;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary view of delta encoding;

FIG. 5 is an example view of automatic query generation;

FIG. 6 is a chart view of an example use case of a method
of a preferred embodiment; and

FIG. 7 is a diagram view of shard distribution across shard
key space.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The following description of the preferred embodiments
ofthe invention is not intended to limit the invention to these
preferred embodiments, but rather to enable any person
skilled in the art to make and use this invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, a method 100 for enhancing rapid
data analysis includes one or more of receiving data S110,
structuring data S120, compressing data S130, storing data
S140, receiving a query S150, interpreting the query S160
and executing the query S170.

The method 100 functions to enhance rapid data analysis
by structuring and compressing data such that data can be
sampled efficiently and effectively in a distributed comput-
ing environment, in turn allowing queries to sample many
datasets simultaneously and return results from these data-
sets without having to search their entirety. The method 100
may be used to effectively handle large amounts of data
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received in short amounts of time; data structuring (e.g.,
sharding, storage, compression) and multi-pass querying
allow relevant data to be identified quickly and then targeted
for further analysis, preventing time from being wasted on
irrelevant data. The scope of each step is preferably adjust-
able, allowing data storage and queries to be optimized,
enhanced or otherwise improved for the ideal ratio of speed
to accuracy.

The method 100 preferably runs on a platform intended
for rapid data analysis, such as the system for rapid data
analysis of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/644,081, the
entirety of which is incorporated by this reference.

Step S110 includes receiving data. Step S110 functions to
import data for which analysis is desired to one or more
databases or data stores. Data imported by Step S110 may be
from one data source (e.g., a single server streaming event
data) or multiple data sources (e.g., several databases con-
taining desired information). Data imported in Step S110
preferably may be preferably be of any data schema; addi-
tionally or alternatively, data imported in Step S110 may
have multiple schemas (i.e., some data imported is of a first
schema, other data imported is of a second schema, etc.) or
may be schema-less. Data sources may be databases, data
stores, streaming data sources, or any suitable source for
data. Data is preferably received over a network connection
(e.g., over a LAN or over the internet), but may additionally
or alternatively be received in any suitable manner (e.g.,
loaded from a hard drive).

Step S110 preferably includes importing data from one or
more data sources through an application programming
interface (API), but may additionally or alternatively include
importing data in any other suitable manner.

For a single implementation of the method 100, Step S110
may be operable in multiple different instances; for example,
a distributed computer system might include several nodes,
each operating instances of Step S110 (on the same data
source, or on different data sources).

Data imported by Step S110 is preferably event data, but
may additionally or alternatively be any suitable type of
data. Event data entries imported by Step S110 preferably
include timestamps or other time indicators, which may be
used for preliminary ordering/storage. Event data preferably
has at least an associated time field and a session field.

In a variation of a preferred embodiment, Step S110
includes identifying anomalous data S111. For example,
imported event data may include user session event data for
a website, including session times and IP addresses of
website users. An example of potentially anomalous data in
this scenario might include a very large number of sessions
from a single IP address or user ID (e.g., 10 percent of all
sessions).

Anomalous data is preferably identified at import time
(e.g., during Step S110) but may additionally or alternatively
be identified at any other time (e.g., post-import during
structuring, during execution of a query, or at any later time).
Anomalous data is preferably identified according to a
manually configured ruleset (e.g., a rule that any user 1D
with over 1,000 sessions in a day is an anomalous user, or
a rule that any IP address corresponding to 10% or more of
a set of session data is anomalous, etc.) but may additionally
or alternatively be identified in any other way (e.g., accord-
ing to heuristics or other algorithms).

Anomalous data may be identified based on absolute
metrics (e.g., the previously mentioned 1,000 session
example) or relative ones; for example, data may be iden-
tified as anomalous by noting that some characteristic of the
data is substantially different from other data. This could be
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done, for example, by identitying that a particular value
(associated with some data field) of a range of values has
drastically more data entries/elements than other values in
the range. More generally, anomalous data can be identified
using any statistical outlier finding techniques.

After identifying anomalous data (or potentially anoma-
lous data), Step S110 may include flagging the anomalous
data or otherwise providing indications of anomalous data.
For example, Step S110 may include flagging anomalous
data such that the data may be structured (Step S120),
compressed (Step S130) or stored (Step S140) in a different
manner than non-anomalous data.

Step S120 includes structuring data. Step S120 functions
to prepare data (imported by Step S110) to be stored in Step
S140 by providing information about where and how the
data should be stored.

Step S120 is preferably performed after data has been
imported in Step S110 and preliminarily stored in Step S140,
but may additionally or alternatively occur at any time. For
example, data may be structured as it is imported, before
preliminary storage. Data may also be structured at any time
after storage; for example, data may be preliminarily stored,
structured, and then at some later time may be re-structured.

Step S120 may include receiving a trigger to restructure
data (and restructuring data after receiving the trigger). For
instance, Step S120 may include detecting that query per-
formance has dropped below a threshold value, and restruc-
turing data to improve query performance (e.g., query
speed). As another example, Step S120 may include restruc-
turing data after size or time thresholds; e.g., after a dataset
grows beyond a threshold number of entries or columns, or
after a dataset has not been restructured for a week.

Structuring data S120 may include structuring data logi-
cally S121 and/or structuring data physically S122.

Structuring data logically S121 functions to determine
how data should be represented in a database and/or data
store. Structuring data logically S121 may include organiz-
ing data according to a particular format, schema, or other
system of organization. For example, Step S121 may include
taking incoming data and formatting the data into tables
based on the content of the data.

Step S121 preferably includes organizing data into one or
more columnar databases or datasets, but may additionally
or alternatively include organizing data in any manner (e.g.,
organizing data into row-oriented databases or correlation
databases).

Step S121 may include duplicating data and representing
copies in different ways; for example, events may be rep-
resented in one table organized by user ID (UID) and also in
a second table organized by timestamp. In particular, Step
S121 may include denormalizing data; denormalizing data
may increase the amount of memory occupied by a particu-
lar dataset, but may also increase read performance. Denor-
malization may be particularly applicable in cases where the
cost of memory is inexpensive compared to the costs asso-
ciated with read delays.

Denormalization may be particularly advantageous for
columnar databases; because adding a column to a columnar
database does not affect performance unless the column is
accessed, scanning denormalized columns may provide sig-
nificant speed advantages over using a lookup table, for
example.

Step S121 may include generating a set of constraints
during the denormalization process; these constraints
specify how redundant data is synchronized. Additionally or
alternatively, generating constraints may not be necessary
(e.g., in cases where data is not modified after import).
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In one example, Step S121 includes logically structuring
event data that has an associated time field and a session
field as shown in FIG. 2. One dataset may include a list of
events grouped by user-id (UID) and organized by time;
while another dataset may include the same list of events,
but grouped by IP address and organized by time. Different
datasets may store identical data, as in the above example,
but different datasets may also store different subsets of the
same data, or different data entirely. For example, one
dataset may include a list of events grouped by UID and
organized by time, where the events also include IP address
and location fields. A second dataset may include a list of the
same events, grouped by IP address and organized by time,
but the event information does not include a location or UID.

Step S121 may include structuring data implicitly in
addition to explicitly. Implicit data preferably includes
implicitly attached object data sources. For example, in an
event stream of sweater sales data, each event could carry
explicit data fields that identify the merchant (“e.merchan-
t_id”), terminal (“e.terminal_id”), dollar amount of the
transaction (“e.dollar_amount™), and the sweater type sold
(“e.sweater_id”). Each event may also have object data
sources or other types of implicit data that associate with
these explicit data fields; for example, there may be an
object data that associates with each “e.sweater_id” prop-
erties relating to the sweater type, like size (“sweater_size”)
and color (“sweater_color”). Step S121 may include struc-
turing this data to make these associated data properties
automatically available for queries; for example, the sweater
color might be accessed by the field “e.sweater_id.
sweater_color”.

Structuring data to include direct access to the attribute
fields may function to remove the need for table joins.
Access to the attribute fields may be facilitated by importing
tables declared as join tables. Declaring join tables prefer-
ably allows the join tables to be linked with the dimension
of'a related event data table. Join tables are preferably stored
as attribute name-value pairs.

Step S121 may additionally include generating data
aggregates. Data aggregates are preferably formed by per-
forming sums, averages, or other mathematical operations
on data. Data aggregates preferably anticipate operations
performed by common queries in order to save time or
processing power when these queries are called. Data aggre-
gates may be created based on manual input from a query
engine user, based on a set of rules or other algorithm in
response to stored data and/or based on a set of rules or other
algorithm in response to queries.

Step S121 preferably includes sharding data. Splitting
datasets into shards allow the shards to be distributed across
computers in a distributed computing system. Nodes of the
distributed computing system preferably store parts of the
data contained by a dataset (e.g., one or more shards).

Shards are preferably both horizontal and vertical table
partitions; data shards are preferably formed from the inter-
section of a subset of all rows and a subset of all columns of
a data table. Each shard preferably contains at least time
information, but may additionally or alternatively contain
other information. Shards can be partitioned by time; for
example, each data shard may contain a set of events that
occurred over a particular 24 hour period. Shards may
additionally or alternatively be partitioned by any other
suitable information (e.g. UID, IP address, session 1D, etc.).
Shard partitioning is preferably done by the following rules:
vertical partitions preferably include a fixed number of
fields, and there are a fixed number of horizontal partitions
for each vertical partition. For example, if a dataset includes
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a time field, a UID field, an IP address field, and a location
field, the dataset may be vertically partitioned into three. The
first vertical partition would include the time field and the
UID field; the second would include the time field and the
IP address field, and the third would include the time field
and the location field. Then the dataset would be horizon-
tally partitioned by day; if there is one week of data, this
would be seven horizontal partitions. Thus, the data would
be partitioned into twenty-one shards. Shard partitioning
may additionally or alternatively be done automatically by
any other rule set or algorithm or may be done manually.

In a variation of a preferred embodiment, shard partition-
ing is done according to a sampling function. Choosing
shard partitions according to a sampling function allows data
to be structured in such a way that queries can sample the
data efficiently and quickly.

Each shard preferably has a shard number (i.e., a shard
index), and each shard number is preferably stored, along
with the node on which the shard exists, in a configuration
database. This linked data may be additionally or alterna-
tively stored in any suitable location. Keeping a central list
of shard and node links preferably enables the determination
of the right nodes to query for particular data. The list of
shard/node links may additionally include other information,
such as a summary of data included in the shard.

Step S121 may also include generating indices, aggre-
gates, and/or other data or objects intended to aid data
analysis. In particular, Step S121 may include generating
explicit representations of implicit data (e.g., pre-calculating
“e.sweater_id.sweater_color” in the previously mentioned
example).

Step S121 preferably includes structuring data logically
according to a static configuration (e.g., data is structured a
particular way, which may be altered manually by a user or
administrator), but may additionally or alternatively include
structuring data logically according to a dynamic configu-
ration. For example, data may be structured or re-structured
based on analysis of queries run on that data or similar data
(e.g., if lookups by IP address are common, datasets may be
modified to improve performance for lookups by IP
address). Dynamic configurations may be modified based on
a number of criteria; e.g., past query results, query times, or
data access counts/frequency.

Step S122 includes structuring data physically. Step S122
functions to structure data on disk or in memory to increase
performance (e.g., by reducing query times). Data is pref-
erably stored in persistent memory (e.g. hard disk drives,
flash memory), but some or all of the data may be addition-
ally or alternatively stored in temporary memory (e.g. RAM,
processor cache).

As previously discussed, in many cases scans may be
required or preferred to evaluate query results. In the case of
scanning, it may be important for data access to be quick.
Increasing scanning speed may be accomplished by reduc-
ing the amount of work required per byte of data and/or by
pipelining dataflows.

To increase scanning performance, S122 may include
structuring data into large contiguous blocks. The size of
these blocks is determined by a threshold cost; that is, blocks
are preferably large enough that the processing cost (or time
cost, etc.) of scanning a block of data is substantially larger
than the cost of moving to the next data block.

Step S122 may include structuring data physically based
on data storage system characteristics. For example, con-
tiguous blocks may be broken by RAID stripes, file system
blocks, and chucks or blocks of distributed overlay file
systems; in these cases, Step S122 preferably includes
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structuring data physically to avoid undesired block breaks.
For example, Step S122 may include reducing block size
from a first value to prevent block breaking by RAID stripes.
As another example, Step S122 may include choosing data
location (e.g., the location on disk) to avoid or reduce block
breaking.

Step S122 may also include adjusting physical data struc-
ture parameters (e.g., block size, location, type of storage,
etc.) based on empirical parameters. For example, Step S122
may include measuring throughput of a data storage system
and adjusting data structure parameters to increase through-
put.

Step S122 preferably includes structuring data physically
to take advantage of pipelining on disk, but may additionally
or alternatively include structuring data physically to take
advantage of CPU pipelining. For example, physical data
structure parameters may be set based on CPU cache size (as
opposed to solely on characteristics of a data storage sys-
tem).

In addition to setting data block size, Step S122 preferably
also includes setting data location. Setting data location may
refer to locating data blocks on a particular hard drive, or to
locating data shards on particular nodes of a distributed
computing system, or to locating data in any other manner.

Step S122 may additionally or alternatively include copy-
ing data; for example, if a particular data shard may be
duplicated in another location if doing so increases query
performance. In general, Step S120 may include structuring
data in such a way that may increase data size on disk, but
decreases the amount of data scanned (e.g., denormalization
and multiple copies). This is often a good tradeoff because
raw disk space may be comparatively less expensive than
the cost of decreased scanning performance.

Step S120 may additionally include structuring data
physically (S122) according to a particular logical data
structure (S121) or vice versa. For example, block size may
be set (in Step S122) based on a particular data structure set
in Step S121. As another example, shard size (Step S121)
may be set based on a particular chosen block size (Step
S122). Step S120 preferably includes structuring data logi-
cally and physically such that physical and logical data
structures cooperatively increase scanning and/or query per-
formance.

Step S120 may additionally include structuring anoma-
lous data in a different manner than non-anomalous data; for
instance, anomalous data may be sharded (by Step S121) or
physically structured (by Step S122) in a different manner
than non-anomalous data. Note that here the term “sharded”
(or “sharding”™) refers to the process of organizing data in
data shards, typically by ordering and/or grouping data by a
“shard key” and then partitioning data into different database
shards (or “data shards™) by the shard key.

Step S130 includes compressing data. Step S130 func-
tions to reduce the amount of memory occupied by a set of
data; by compressing data, Step S130 may enable both more
efficient use of memory and speed increases (e.g., if a system
can process data at some particular bit rate, increasing the
information density per unit bit may result in a net speed
increase).

One of the techniques often used to increase data pro-
cessing speed involves storing data in volatile memory (e.g.
RAM, cache) as opposed to on disk. For big data (where it
may be prohibitively expensive to store all data in volatile
memory), compression increases the amount of data that can
be fit into volatile memory, in turn increasing speed. Com-
pression may also translate to performance increases for
on-disk reads; increasing the amount of information con-
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tained within a set data size (e.g., 1 MB) increases efficiency
(assuming that decompression is less costly than the advan-
tage gained from reading information more quickly).

Compression performed by Step S130 is preferably loss-
less compression; that is, compression does not result in the
loss of data. Additionally or alternatively, Step S130 may
include performing lossy compression.

Step S130 preferably includes performing columnar com-
pression S131. Step S131 functions to compress information
stored in columnar databases (or other databases) by column
in such a way that decompressing said information is
computationally inexpensive; this may allow for increasing
speed both in-memory and on-disk as previously discussed.
Further, the nature of many types of columnar compression
allow for streaming decompression (i.e., columns can be
decoded in a stream rather than in large blocks), allowing for
increased compatibility with pipelining (as discussed in Step
S120).

Some examples of columnar compression performed by
Step S131 may include run-length encoding and delta
encoding.

Run-length encoding takes advantage of repeated values;
run-length encoding compresses a list of values into a list of
tuples with a value and the number of times the value occurs.
An example of run-length encoding is as shown in FIG. 3.
Run-length encoding is particularly advantageous in sparse
columns with long sequences of nulls or in columns where
data has been cleverly sorted. For example, if a column
includes a sequence of records related to a particular user,
attributes of that user may require only a single run-length
encoded entry. Run-length encoding may pair well with
denormalization.

Delta encoding takes advantage of values who differ from
entry to entry with a value substantially less than the values
themselves (i.e., [v_1-v_2I<lv_1l or Iv_2l). With delta
encoding, each value is stored as a difference from a
previous value (rather than as an absolute value). An
example of delta encoding is as shown in FIG. 4. Delta
encoding is particular advantageous with measurements
taken over time; for example, temperature data from sensors.

Performing columnar compression S131 may additionally
or alternatively include performing any other suitable type
of columnar compression; for example, dictionary encoding,
trim encoding, null encoding, and UTF8 encoding. For
example, Step S131 may include performing both run-length
encoding and delta encoding.

Step S130 may additionally or alternatively include per-
forming dictionary encoding S132. Dictionary encoding
functions to convert strings to integers (which may require
less computational resources to use); the integers can then be
converted back to strings using a string dictionary. In many
cases, this translation is not even necessary—the values of
two strings may not be important (e.g., it is important only
whether the strings match or not).

Step S132 preferably includes performing dictionary
encoding using a string dictionary. String dictionaries func-
tion to store information linking strings to integers that
uniquely identify the strings. The mapping of strings to
identifiers in the string dictionary is preferably stored in a
manner that enables prefix matching (e.g. by use of a trie
data structure), but may additionally or alternatively stored
in any suitable manner. String dictionaries are preferably
distributed across computers in a distributed computing
system. String dictionaries may be partitioned into data
shards; data shards of the string dictionary preferably cor-
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respond to data shards of event data, but the string dictionary
may additionally or alternatively be partitioned independent
of other data.

Dictionary encoding S132 may be performed per column
(in other words, Step S132 is part of performing columnar
compression S131), but may additionally or alternatively be
performed across multiple columns of a dataset. Each field
of data to be compressed preferably corresponds to inde-
pendent string lookup data shards of the string dictionary.
This enables the same integer identifiers to be used for
different strings in different fields. The relationship between
string lookup shards and dataset fields is preferably one-to-
one, but alternatively may be any suitable relationship; for
example, if two fields contain similar string data, (e.g.
middle name and first name), they may share a string lookup
shard.

Step S132 preferably includes translating strings in
received event data to string identifiers before event data is
written to a dataset, but may additionally or alternatively
include translating the strings to string identifiers at any
suitable time. String identifiers are preferably identifiers
linked to the specific string, but the corresponding identifier
may additionally or alternatively be linked to other data. For
example, an identifier might only correspond to a string if
the string has a particular value and the string is part of a
particular field or type of event data. This enables identifiers
to be reused for different data types; for example, the integer
identifier “42” might correspond to the string “Canada” for
data in a “Country” field and might correspond to the string
“January” for data in a “Month” field.

If a string to be compressed by Step S132 already has a
corresponding identifier in the string dictionary, the string is
translated into that identifier. If the string does not have a
corresponding identifier, a corresponding identifier is pref-
erably created for the string. The corresponding identifier is
preferably the next available identifier in the string diction-
ary; but may alternatively be chosen according to the string
value. For example, all string values beginning with the
letters a, b, or ¢ may have an integer identifier starting with
a “1”. If identifiers are chosen according to string value,
identifier lookup data is preferably stored in a format that
enables prefix matching.

Step S130 may additionally or alternatively include per-
forming any other type of compression; e.g., Lempel-Ziv-
Welch (LZW) encoding, Huffman coding, and Fibonacci
encoding.

Step S130 may additionally include compressing anoma-
lous data in a different manner than non-anomalous data; for
instance, anomalous data may use a separate string diction-
ary (e.g., in Step S132) than non-anomalous data.

Step S140 includes storing data. Step S140 preferably
includes storing data according to data structuring (deter-
mined in Step S120), but may additionally or alternatively
include storing data preliminarily (e.g, before structuring) or
storing data at any time for any purpose. Data is preferably
stored in a columnar database on disk or in volatile memory,
but may additionally or alternatively may be stored in any
suitable database in any suitable physical location. Data
stored by Step S140 is preferably event data, but may
additionally or alternatively be any suitable data. Step S140
may include storing data in any manner described in the
sections on Step S120.

If Step S140 includes preliminarily storing data, Step
S140 preferably preliminarily stores data in order of time-
stamp. Storing the data in order of timestamp preferably
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allows for large amounts of real-time data to be stored
without spending expensive processing time to organize
and/or rewrite the data.

Step S150 includes receiving a query. Step S150 initial-
izes a query evaluation process; once a query is received, it
can be interpreted (Step S160), executed (Step S170), and
query results can be returned (Step S180).

Step S150 preferably includes receiving a query from a
user through an API, but may additionally or alternatively
include receiving a query from any suitable source (e.g.,
automated queries from a computer, user queries generated
by a graphical data analysis platform). Queries may be
generated either manually or automatically by data analysis
platforms; for example, queries may be generated as shown
in FIG. 5.

Queries may include event data sources, time ranges,
filters, partition functions, and metric functions. Event data
sources are preferably references to event data fields in an
event database; for example, “e.sweater_id” might refer to
an event data field corresponding to a type of sweater sold.
Time ranges are ranges of time over which a query should
be searched; queries preferably ignore event data for which
the “e.time” value is outside the specified time ranges.
Filters preferably allow data to be included or excluded from
a query based on a filtering condition; filters are preferably
applied to any event data that satisfies the time ranges, but
may additionally or alternatively be applied to any other
event data. Any event data that does not satisfy the filters is
preferably excluded from query results. In this way, the time
range is preferably similar to other filters, except in that the
time range preferably has higher priority than other filters.
For example, if a set of filters includes a filter that states
“e.sweater_id>10", “Filter(e)” would return “False” for any
events “e” with “e.sweater_id<10”. Partition functions are
preferably evaluated for any event data that satisfies both
time ranges and filters, but may additionally or alternatively
be applied to any other event data. Partition functions
preferably group events together by satisfaction of one or
more relations. The partition function preferably returns all
events that satisfy the partition function; for example, “par-
tition(e.sweater_id,23)” would return all events containing
that satisfy “e.sweater_id=23". Metric functions preferably
produce statistical data from partition functions. Metric
functions preferably include functions that produce a sum,
percentile, proportion and/or percentage of event data that
satisfies a given condition. If the results of a partition
function are interpreted as a representative sample from a
broader population, metrics may be considered as sample-
based estimates of the corresponding broader population
metrics. In these cases, query results (S180) preferably
provide confidence bands for the estimates, equivalent to
such as may be obtained by statistical bootstrapping.

Queries may additionally or alternatively include ordering
and/or grouping functions. Ordering functions preferably
allow for ordering of query results. Ordering functions are
preferably applied to final results, but may additionally or
alternatively be applied to intermediate results (for example,
if ordered results are necessary for a calculation in a query
step). Grouping functions preferably allow for grouping of
query results. Similar to ordering functions, grouping func-
tions are preferably applied to final results, but may addi-
tionally or alternatively be applied to intermediate results.
Grouping functions may additionally include cohort func-
tions. Cohort functions are a specific case of grouping
functions that divide a population of objects into a set of
cohorts, with each object appearing in exactly one cohort.
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In a variation of a preferred embodiment, Step S150
includes receiving custom query code. Custom query code
refers to query instructions not present or defined in code;
for example, a user may want a query to utilize a business
metric not defined in the native query code. This code may
be foreign code (e.g., non-native query language like SQL)
or native query code. Custom query code is preferably
compiled when the custom query code is used during query
execution (i.e., just-in-time compilation), but may addition-
ally or alternatively be compiled at any suitable time.

Step S160 includes interpreting the query. Step S160
functions to convert a query into a set of actions that can then
be executed (Step S170) to return a set of query results (Step
S180).

Step S160 preferably includes parsing queries, including
translating strings in the query to integers if the dataset is
dictionary-encoded. Step S160 may additionally or alterna-
tively include any other type of interpretation or pre-pro-
cessing; e.g., performing user authentication, user-friendly
string resolution (e.g. resolving “now” into a current time-
stamp), and parsing SQL-like query strings into a query tree.

Step S160 preferably also includes resolving where data
relevant to the query resides (either via calculation or a
lookup to a configuration database), performing error han-
dling, scaling, table joins, and/or any math necessary to
evaluate the query.

If a query includes custom query code, Step S160 pref-
erably includes pre-processing the custom query code. This
may include converting code from a foreign language (e.g.,
any language other than a native query language) to the
native query language or performing any additional pre-
processing steps mentioned above.

In a variation of a preferred embodiment, Step S160 may
include interpreting natural language queries (or graphical
queries). For example, Step S160 might include converting
a query like “What users were active on March 21st in
Thailand?” into an actionable query. Natural language que-
ries are preferably interpreted based on lexical analysis, but
may additionally or alternatively be interpreted in any
suitable manner.

Step S170 includes executing the query. Step S170 func-
tions to perform any operations necessary to return query
results and then to return said query results.

Step S170 preferably includes executing the query using
a multiple pass sampling method. On the first pass, small
samples from a large number of data shards in a dataset may
be scanned simultaneously. Step S170 preferably includes
performing intermediate calculations on the samples to
identify or refine potential query results. This set of potential
query results is then used as input for a next pass. The next
pass may be another identification/refining pass (similar to
the first pass, but with a different input), or the next pass may
be a final pass. The final pass preferably includes full scans
of data shards containing suspected relevant information to
the query, but may additionally or alternatively include only
partial scans of data shards. Query results are preferably
calculated from the results of the final pass.

For example, a query seeks to identify the top 100 most
active users over the past month for a particular website. In
the first pass, data shards of an event dataset (containing user
id and activity data, and distributed across many nodes of a
distributed computing system) are queried; on each node,
query execution attempts to identify the top users from small
samples of the data. The results of the first pass are then
compared, and a list of the top 10,000 users is generated
from data sample estimations. A full scan of all data shards
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containing data on those 10,000 users is then executed, and
from this list the top 100 users are determined.

The number of passes is preferably assigned manually and
defaults to two passes, but may additionally or alternatively
be set automatically. The sampling method (including how
much data is sampled in each pass and how samples are
chosen in each pass) is preferably determined automatically
according to a desired confidence interval and level. For
example, the samples chosen for a population estimate
desired to be within a particular confidence interval at a
particular confidence level would preferably be chosen
randomly; the number of samples corresponding to the
minimum number required for such a confidence interval
and level. The sampling method may additionally or alter-
natively include sampling other than random sampling for
data known to not be normally distributed and/or not com-
prised of independent and random variables. For example, if
a set of data is generally known to follow a particular
distribution (either from past queries or other data sources),
the set of data may be sampled according to that particular
distribution.

In one variation of a preferred embodiment, Step S170
may include executing queries based on a speed/accuracy
variable (which may be part of a query or may be a general
setting applied to queries). This speed/accuracy variable
would preferably adjust the number of passes and/or number
of samples taken to produce a result. For example, a query
with the speed/accuracy variable set close to the “maximum
speed” value might take a very small number of samples, but
might also potentially return inaccurate answers. As the
speed/accuracy variable is adjusted toward the “maximum
accuracy” side, the query takes more time and/or processing
power, but returns more accurate results. Step S170 may
additionally include estimating query times based on this
speed/accuracy variable; e.g., generating an estimate of how
long the query will take and how accurate the results of the
query will be. Query estimations could be used by users (or
automatically as part of Step S170) to adjust sampling
variables.

After some threshold has been reached, (e.g., a certain
number of passes, an elapsed time threshold, or a confidence
value threshold), Step S170 includes returning query results.
Step S170 preferably includes returning raw data (e.g., event
data) and/or metric data, but may additionally or alterna-
tively include returning a confidence interval, confidence
level, or other estimation of the accuracy of query results.

In addition to returning events and metrics, Step S170
may additionally or alternatively include returning objects
and/or groups of objects (called cohorts). For example, a
query may request the set of “terminal_id” values for events
that satisfy the partition function “partition(e.sweater_
id,23)”. Cohorts may include behavioral cohorts; e.g., a
group of users satisfying a particular sequence of events. For
example, the group of users that were active on a particular
website for more than ten hours over a one-week timespan.

If a query includes custom query code, Step S170 pret-
erably includes compiling and executing the custom query
code. Custom query code is preferably compiled when the
custom query code is used during Step S170 (i.e., just-in-
time compilation), but may additionally or alternatively be
compiled at the beginning of Step S170 or at any other
suitable time.

Example Use Cases

The method 100 may find use in the identification and
handling of anomalous data. Identifying and handling
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anomalous data may be particularly important when a sam-
pling-type query is used to perform data analysis; if a data
anomaly is not evenly distributed across a data sample used
for a query, the result of the query may be severely distorted.
Identifying and handling anomalous data may also be par-
ticularly important in a sharded environment; if a data
anomaly affects how data is sharded, this may result in
inefficiencies in data analysis. In a sharded environment
having a sampling-type query system, both of these effects
may be in play.

For example, a sharded database may be sharded by user
1D (UID). A common issue in such databases is that in rare
cases a UID (henceforth referred to as an anomalous UID)
may be shared by many users (e.g., if UID is determined by
IP address, and a large number of users sit behind a single
public IP address, or because a single UID is assigned to all
unknown users). Given the size of the data associated with
anomalous UID (compared to other UIDs) and/or the dif-
ference in behavior between anomalous UIDs and other
UlIDs, a data sample including data associated with an
anomalous UID may be drastically different from a truly
representative sample. Resultantly, it may be desired to
modify query sampling to ignore or otherwise account for
the non-representative nature of anomalous data. This could
be done, for instance, during a query, or pre-query by
flagging anomalous data (e.g., using metadata tags).

Further, given the distinct characteristics of anomalous
data, the same storage and/or sorting (e.g., structuring) used
for other data may be not be ideal or desired for the
anomalous data. Resultantly, it may be desired to modify
query sampling to ignore or otherwise account for the
non-representative nature of anomalous data (e.g., via
weighting).

Accordingly, in such a use case, it may be desired to use
the method 100 to identify anomalous data and handle the
anomalous data after identification, as shown in FIG. 6. The
example use cases following will demonstrate several uses
of the method 100 for both identification and handling of
anomalous data.

In a first example embodiment, anomalous data may be
identified by taking advantage of the principles of data
sharding. This embodiment may be useful when data anoma-
lies occur in a field on which the shard key (i.e., the field
used to shard the data) is based. Note that the shard key may
be based on such a field in any manner; for example, a shard
key may be an existing data field (e.g., UID of existing data),
a transformed data field (e.g., a hash of UID), and/or a
composite of multiple existing and/or transformed data
fields (e.g., a hash of UID appended with an index generated
from IP address).

In the first example embodiment, the shards are distrib-
uted across shard key space, but this distribution is not
necessarily uniform. For example, it may be desirable to
have shards have roughly similar sizes (e.g., number of
entries). Accordingly, the dataset may be sharded such that
density/range of shard key values within a shard is depen-
dent on the size of the data associated with the shard key
values. For example, a first shard may contain all of the data
associated with shard keys 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, where
each of these shard keys is associated with two entries (for
a total of 18 entries), while a second shard may contain only
the data associated with shard keys 10 and 11, where these
shard keys are associated with 7 and 12 entries respectively
(for a total of 19 entries). Thus, the first shard has a higher
shard key density (number of shard keys per shard) and
range (difference between highest and lowest shard key
value) than the second shard, and the second shard contains
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slightly more data than the first shard. Note that while shards
may be desired to be similar sizes, this is not necessary (and
shard size and/or distribution of shards across shard key
space may be set in any manner). An example of shard
distribution across shard key space is as shown in FIG. 7.

Based on the rules of shard partitioning, and the resulting
sharded structure of a dataset, the method 100 may be used
to identify anomalous data through examination of the
dataset’s sharding structure (according to those rules, as well
as rules constituting what determines anomalous data). In
the case where sharding occurs based on number of entries
as described previously, the sharding structure may serve to
identify shard keys associated with substantially more
entries than other shard keys (as shown in FIG. 7). If the
range of shard indices associated with a shard is small (e.g.,
smaller than an average or expected range by some thresh-
old), that may be an indicator that the shard contains data
associated with an anomalous shard key. Alternatively, the
method 100 may include identifying that one or more data
shards contains anomalous data by using analysis of shard-
ing structure as a potential indicator of such (in any manner).
Here “sharding structure” may include any set of character-
istics related to how the dataset is organized into shards.

The method 100 may include determining that this range
is small in any manner (or may determine or infer any other
indicator that a shard key may be associated with a large
number of entries compared to other shard keys). For
example, if a table is kept corresponding shard indices to
shards, that table may be scanned to determine the distri-
bution of shard keys across shards (and thus potentially
which ones are outliers). As another example, if data sam-
pling of a shard reveals a large number of identical shard key
values, (e.g., the same UID is seen for each entry sampled
from a shard), this may be an indicator that the shard
contains a large number of entries corresponding to a single
shard key. More generally, similar techniques may be used
to identify anomalous data if any unexpected repetition of
values (of any field, not just the shard key) occurs during a
query, sample, or scan.

While examples of value repetition (occurring, for
example, during data storage, data analysis, data sampling,
or query execution) are used herein, it is understood that any
statistical techniques may be used to identify anomalous
data. For example, it may be that any UID having a data
element count (e.g., number of data entries associated with
that UID) more than two standard deviations above the mean
data element count is considered a statistical outlier (and
thus potentially anomalous).

Once data has been identified as anomalous, it may be
handled in a number of ways: by flagging the anomalous
data, by restructuring the anomalous data (which may also
include restructuring the entire dataset), by aggregating the
anomalous data, or by modifying a process that may be
dependent on the anomalous data (e.g., a query, if anomalous
data is identified during the query) to treat the data differ-
ently.

Flagging the anomalous data may occur in any manner,
for example, by tagging data with metadata. Such flags may
be used at a later time (e.g., to restructure data, or to exclude
data from sampling during queries). Data flags preferably
indicate that data is anomalous, but may additionally or
alternatively include descriptive information (e.g., how the
data is anomalous) or handling information (e.g., how a
query should treat the anomalous data).

Restructuring the anomalous data (and/or other data in the
dataset) may occur in any manner. For example, data may be
restructured physically (e.g., anomalous data may be placed
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on slower disks, or may not be cached) or logically (e.g.,
anomalous data may be grouped, sorted, sharded, etc. dif-
ferently). In one example, restructuring the anomalous data
may include partitioning it into subsets. This may be par-
ticularly useful in cases where a single shard key may be
more accurately represented as multiple shard keys; for
example, if three users share a UID (due to being behind a
router, and the UID being based on IP address), it may be
desired to split the UID into three UIDs, one for each user.
A partitioning algorithm may be used to partition anomalous
data in any way, but preferably partitions anomalous data by
examination of one or more data fields of the anomalous data
(typically fields other than those in which anomalies are
detected). For example, a single UID may be split by
analyzing user behavior; for example, if the UID shows data
from two different browser user agent IDs (another field of
the data) at the same time, this may be an indication that two
users share the UID (and that the first user corresponds to
one user agent ID, while the second user corresponds to the
second user agent ID). Such a partitioning algorithm may be
specified manually, determined automatically from patterns
in anomalous data, or set in any manner.

Aggregating anomalous data may be useful in cases
where independent events (or entries) in anomalous data
may not be relevant to a query of the overall data, but an
aggregate or other model representation of the anomalous
data may be useful. For example, an aggregate or model of
anomalous data may be used in a query instead of the raw
anomalous data (potentially, the smaller model may be kept
in a cache which the raw data is not).

If anomalous data is discovered during execution of some
process (e.g., a query), the process may be modified to
account for the presence of (or otherwise handle) anomalous
data, without explicitly affecting the anomalous data itself.
For example, if during a query, it is discovered that data is
anomalous (in any manner), the query may choose to ignore
the anomalous data, give it less weight than other data,
and/or modify data sampling (if the query execution
involves data sampling).

The methods of the preferred embodiment and variations
thereof can be embodied and/or implemented at least in part
as a machine configured to receive a computer-readable
medium storing computer-readable instructions. The
instructions are preferably executed by computer-executable
components preferably integrated with a computer system.
The computer-readable medium can be stored on any suit-
able computer-readable media such as RAMs, ROMs, flash
memory, EEPROMs, optical devices (CD or DVD), hard
drives, floppy drives, or any suitable device. The computer-
executable component is preferably a general or application
specific processor, but any suitable dedicated hardware or
hardware/firmware combination device can alternatively or
additionally execute the instructions.

As a person skilled in the art will recognize from the
previous detailed description and from the figures and
claims, modifications and changes can be made to the
preferred embodiments of the invention without departing
from the scope of this invention defined in the following
claims.

We claim:

1. An anomalous data identification system, comprising:

a non-transitory computer readable medium storing

instructions that, when executed by a processing sys-

tem, cause the processing system to:

receive a dataset;

identify anomalous data comprising a subset of the
dataset;
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shard the dataset into database shards according to a set
of partitioning rules while accounting for the anoma-
lous data;

compress the anomalous data in a different manner than
non-anomalous data;

receive a query;

identify a set of shards containing data relevant to the
query;

collect a data sample from the set of shards; and

calculate a result to the query based on an analysis of
the data sample.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the analysis of the data
sample excludes the anomalous data.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the analysis of the data
sample is based on weights assigned to the anomalous data
and non-anomalous data, wherein the weights are different
for the anomalous data and the non-anomalous data.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein identitying the anoma-
lous data comprises flagging the anomalous data with meta-
data.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the metadata comprises
handling information.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing system
is further configured to physically structure the anomalous
data on disk or in memory differently from non-anomalous
data.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the anomalous data is
evenly distributed across the database shards.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein compressing the
anomalous data comprises using a different string dictionary
than the non-anomalous data.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing system
is further configured to store the anomalous data in different
manner than non-anomalous data.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the anomalous data is
identified using a manually configured ruleset.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the dataset is stored in
persistent memory; and wherein the persistent memory
comprises a plurality of contiguous blocks, wherein the
database shards are stored in the plurality of contiguous
blocks.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein a block size of each
block is defined by a threshold that represents a comparison
between a cost of scanning a current block compared to a
cost of scanning a next block of the plurality of contiguous
blocks.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
non-anomalous data or the anomalous data is compressed
lossless.
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14. A system for anomalous data identification, compris-
ing:
a database comprising a set of database shards collec-
tively storing a dataset, wherein the dataset is parti-
tioned into the database shards according to a set of
partitioning rules; and
a processing system configured to identify anomalous
data comprising a subset of the dataset by:
analyzing the dataset to determine a statistical distri-
bution of data element counts;

identifying the anomalous data based on the statistical
distribution;

structuring the anomalous data; and

compressing the anomalous data in a different manner
than non-anomalous data.
15. The system of claim 14, wherein identifying the
anomalous data comprises tagging the anomalous data with
metadata.
16. The system of claim 14, wherein structuring the
anomalous data comprises placing the anomalous data on
slower disks compared to non-anomalous data.
17. The system of claim 14, wherein the anomalous data
is structured by partitioning the anomalous data based on a
set of data fields of the anomalous data.
18. The system of claim 14, wherein the dataset is stored
in persistent memory; and wherein the persistent memory
comprises a plurality of contiguous blocks, wherein the
database shards are stored in the plurality of contiguous
blocks.
19. The system of claim 14, wherein the anomalous data
is identified before the dataset is partitioned.
20. An anomalous data identification system, comprising:
a non-transitory computer readable medium storing
instructions that, when executed by a processing sys-
tem, cause the processing system to:
receive a dataset;
store the dataset as database shards, wherein the data-
base shards are partitioned according to a set of
partitioning rules;

receive a query;

identify a set of shards containing data relevant to the
query;

collecting a data sample from the set of shards;

identify anomalous data comprising a subset of the data
sample; and

calculate a result to the query based on an analysis of
the data sample that treats the subset of the data
sample differently from a remainder of the data
sample, wherein the subset of the data sample is
compressed in a different manner than the remainder
of the data sample.
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