
Oct. 27, 1936. C. G. McDONALD 2,058,900 
SIGN 

Filed Sept. 25, 1935 

A 74.47 Colin 6/72onald 
Šlikost-cm 

  



5 

0. 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Patented Oct. 27, 1936 

UNITED STATES 

2,058,900 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,058,900 
SIGN 

Colin G. McDonald, Spokane, Wash. 
Application September 25, 1935, serial No. 42,076 

5 Claims. 
This invention relates to signs and one object 

Of the invention is to provide an illuminated sign 
So constructed that when it is in operation it has 
the appearance of a "neon' sign but in reality 
is a sign consisting of letters or other characters 
having colored light projected thereon. 
Another object of the invention is to so con 

struct the sign that while the display portion 
Will be mounted in such position that it can be 
readily Seen the illuminating means will be housed 
in a Casing Serving to conceal the same and pre 
Went the light from glaring in the eyes of a per 
Son looking at the sign. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

sion of an illuminated sign wherein the lightbulb 
is mounted in a housing having a concealed re 
flector associated therewith and serving to direct 
light from the bulb against the display portion 
Of the Sign. 
Another object of the invention is to so mount 

the letters or other characters constituting the 
display portion of the sign that the display por 
tion may be tilted to adjusted positions and thus 
placed at Such an angle that it can be easily seen 
and read. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an illuminated sign which is simple in construc 
tion, cheap to manufacture, and not liable to get 
Out of Order. . . . . 

The invention is illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 
Slg. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken transversely 
through the sign along the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view illustrating the 
manner of adjustably connecting the display por 
tion of the sign with the light casing. 
This improved sign consists, briefly, of a dis 

play portion and an illuminating portion 2 in 
the form of a housing and casing having a light 
bulb mounted therein for directing light against 
the display portion mounted at the back of the 
Casing in an elevated position where it can be 
easily seen by persons looking at the sign. 
The illuminating portion has a housing or cas 

ing 3 formed with a bottom 4, end walls 5, a rear 
side Wall 6, and a front side wall 7, the front 
Wall 7 being curved vertically when viewed in 
cross section, as shown in Figure 2, and merging 
into a top 8 which is cut Out, as shown at 9, 
to provide an opening closed by a panel to of 
colored glass or other light penetrable material. 
This glass panel bears against the inner face 
of the top wall 8 and is held in closing relation 

(C. 40-30) 
to the opening 9 by clips secured against the 
top Wall adjacent opposite sides of the opening. 
Any number of the clips desired may be pro 
Wided and if so desired flanges extending longi 
tudinally of the opening may be. Substituted for 
the clips. One of the end walls should be re 
nowable to permit access to the interior of the 
housing Whereby the glass panel may be ap 
plied and also a bulb 2 Screwed into the socket 
A3 mounted at one end of the housing as shown 
in Figure 1. POWer Wires 4 for the Socket ex 
tend into the housing at a rear corner thereof. 
The bulb. 2 is of the elongated tubular form 
and extends substantially the full length of the 
housing and when viewed in cross section is 
Concentric to the curved or arcuate wall T. Light 
from the bulb is to be projected through the glass 
panel towards the display portion of the sign and 
in order to do so there has been provided a 
Sheet 5 of polished metal having a portion bear 
ing closely against the inner face of the curved 
front wall with its edge abutting the adjacent 
clips and for the remainder of its width ex 
tending flat and at an upward incline from the 
bottom 4 with its other side edge bearing against 
the clips at the rear edge of the opening 9. By 
this arrangement the bulb. Will be concealed in 
the front portion of the housing and light from 
the bulb will be projected upWardly through the 
panel O and towards the display mounted in 
an elevated position at the rear of the housing. 
The display in the illustration consists of let 

ters forming a name but it is to be understood 
that any other name or combination of Words or 
characters may be substituted in place of the 
name shown in Figure of the dra Wing. . This 
name consists of letters united to each other in 
scroll formation and formed of glass tubing, cop 
per tubing plated, polished aluminum, brass or 
any other polished metal desired. The lettel's 
may be separately formed and suitably united to 
each other Or an entire name or other Word or 
Series of Words formed from a single tube. The 
letters constituting the first and last letters of 
the name carry depending shanks 7 having their 
lower end portions bent to form fingers or pins 
8 and referring to Figures 2 and 3 it will be seen 

that these fingers Which are circular in Cross 
section are engaged through bearing bracketS 9 
secured against the Outer face of the rear Side 
wall 6 by screws 20. Therefore, the display will 
be mounted for SWinging movement towards and 
away from the housing and can be adjusted to 
such a position that a person standing in front 
of the sign can obtain a clear View of the display. 
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The light from the bulb passes through the col 
ored glass panel and, therefore, the letters of the 
display which are highly polished Will be colored 
in accordance with the color of the panel and the 
display Will have the appearance of a 'neon' 
sign. If so desired the bulb 2 may be colored in 
which case clear glass may be used for the panel 
instead of colored glass or the panel Onitted, 
When this sign is in use it is mounted in a win 

dow or upon a Suitable support so located that a 
person Will face the curved front Wall and look 
towards the display When approaching the Sign. 
The bulb is concealed by the housing and the 
curved front Wall causes light from the bulb to 
be projected upwardly through the panel at Such 
an angle that it Will Strike the display. By prop 
erly adjusting the display the light can be caused 
to brilliantly illuminate the letters thereof and 
the display will have the appearance of a “neon' 
sign. If so desired a second housing constructed 
the same as that disclosed may be provided With 
the display between them, thus permitting the 
display to be illuminated from both Sides Viewed 
from either side. 

I have, therefore, provided a sign which will 
be very attractive in appearance, efficient in Op 
eration and not liable to get Out of Order. 

Having thus described the invention, What is 
claimed as new is:- 

1. A Sign comprising a housing Open at its top, 
a source of light in said housing, means for di 
recting light upWardly and rearwardly through 
the Open top of the housing, a display disposed 
rear Wardly of the open top of the housing and 
formed of linear material having a light reflect 
ing Surface facing for Wardly in the path of light 
from the source of light whereby when the sign 
is in operation the display Will have the appear 
ance of being internally illuminated, Said dis 
play having depending Sections forming Shanks 
having their lower end portions bent transversely 
to provide horizontally extending pintles, and 
bearingS carried by Said housing and engaging 
Said pintles to pivotally mount the display. 

2. A sign Comprising a housing open at its top 
and having a botton, end Walls and front and 
rear side Walls, a display extending upwardly 
from the real side of Said housing and having de 
pending Shanks provided with horizontal pintles 
at their lower ends, bearing brackets carried by 
the rear Wall and engaging Said pintles to pivot 
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ally mount the display for tilting adjustment to 
wards and away from the open top of the housing, 
and means for projecting light from the housing 
through the open top thereof against the display. 

3. A sign comprising a housing Open at itStop 
and having a bottom, end Walls and front and rear 
side walls, a display formed of tubular light re 
flecting material rising from the rear side of the 
housing and having depending shanks provided 
with horizontal pintles at their lower ends, bear 
ing brackets carried by the rear side Wall and en 
gaging said pintles to pivotally mount the display 
for angular adjustment, and a source of light in 
the housing adjacent the front side Wall. 

4. A sign comprising a housing Open at its top 
and having a bottom, end Walls and front and 
rear side Walls, the front Wall being arcuate in 
Vertical cross section, a display formed Of tubular 
light reflecting material rising from the rear 
side of the housing and having depending Shanks 
provided with horizontal pintles at their lower 
ends, bearing brackets carried by the rear Side 
Wall and engaging said pintles to pivotally mount 
the display for angular adjustment, a light Socket 
at one end of said housing adjacent the front side 
Wall, a bulb carried by said Socket, a sheet of re 
flecting material having a curved side portion in 
flat engagement With the inner face of the 
front Side Wall and for the remainder of its Width 
extending a CrOSS the housing at an upWard in 
cline under the open top thereof, and a panel 
of colored light penetrable material closing the 
open top of the housing Whereby light projected 
from the bulb out of the housing to illuminate the 
display Will be tinted. 

5. A sign comprising a housing open at its top 
and having a, bottom, end walls and front and 
rear side Walls, the front Wall being arcuate in 
Vertical croSS Section, a display rising from the 
rear side of Said housing, a light Socket in said 
housing adjacent the front wall, a bulb carried by 
said socket, a sheet of reflecting material having 
a curved side portion in flat engagement with the 
inner face of the front Wall and for the remain 
der of its Width extending across the housing at 
an upward incline under the open top thereof, 
and a panel of Colored light penetrable material 
closing the open top of the housing whereby light 
projected from the bulb will be tinted. 
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