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(57) Abstract: A skin lesion exciser including a moving blade,
wherein excision of a skin lesion placed in proximity to the blade
is effected by movement of the blade against the skin, a moving
engagement portion, wherein the blade and the engagement por-
tion have coincident movement, and a skin-closure device hav-
ing an open condition prior to excision of the skin lesion, and a
closed conditions in which the device holds the skin closed after
excision of the skin lesion. The device is in engagement with the
engagement portion during movement of the blade, and the de-
vice is moved from its open to its closed condition in response to
movement of the engagement portion. The excision of the skin
lesion and the closure of the skin are substantially simultaneous.
The present invention also provides a method for excising a skin
lesion including: positioning a skin lesion above a moving blade;
slicing the lesion from the skin with the blade; and substantially
simultaneously with excision of the lesion, closing the skin be-
neath the moving blade. The present invention also provides a
skin-closure device which may be used in conjunction with an
inventive exciser.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple-(groups of)

inventions in this international application, as follows:
1. Claims: 50, 1-12, 32-41

PROBLEM : combined skin Tesion exciser with skin closure
device; SOLUTION : means for excising the skin lesion from
the skin with said blade and closing the skin with said
device during movement of said blade;

2. Claims:- 44-46

PROBLEM : structure of a skin closure device; SOLUTION :
each of said legs being provided with at least one
skin-piercing pin which extends toward the other said leg;

3. Claims: 47-49

PROBLEM : alternative siructure of a skin closure device;
SOLUTION : first and second separate halves, said halves
having means for interfitting with each other without said
“interfitting means piercing the skin;

said device having a first, open condition in which said
halves are Tess than fully engaged with each other; and

a second, closed condition in which said halves are fully
engaged with each other and retained together; and
wherein at Teast one of said halves includes means for
retaining said device to the skin without interconnecting
said first and second halves.
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