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This invention relates to burial apparatus 
and has special reference to a truck and 
track for casket lowering devices preferably 
termed a burial truck and track. 
One important object of the invention is 

to provide a simple and improved truck for 
the purpose which is adjustable within limits 
to different widths and lengths of graves. 
A second object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved form of such device so 
arranged that the truck may be moved over 
the grave from either the end or the side 
thereof. 
A third object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved form of truck for support 
ing casket lowering apparatus SO arranged 
that the truck may be adjusted to suit the 
inclination of the ground at the grave so 
that the lowering device and casket will be 
horizontal. 
With the above and other objects in view 

as will be hereinafter apparent, the inven 
tion consists in general of certain novel de 
tails of construction and combinations of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings and specifi 
cally claimed. 

In the accompanying drawing like char 
acters of reference indicate like parts in the 
several views, and : 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the device. 
Figure 2 is a side elevation thereof. 
Figure 3 is an end view thereof. 
Figure 4 is a perspective of a lowering 

device suitable for use herewith. 
Figure 5 is a view of a modified form of 

leg support. 
Figure 6 is an enlarged detail on the line 

6-6 of Figure 2. 
In the embodiment of the invention herein 

shown there is provided a pair of tracks 
10 each consisting of two portions hinged 
together at 11 and these tracks are each pref 
erably made of wood provided on the up 
per surface with guide rails. Connecting 
these tracks are cross ties each consisting of 
a pair of members 12 provided with clamps 
13. By this means the tracks may be ad 
illusted toward and from each other so that 
they may be positioned either at the sides 
or the ends of a grave. Of course, the 
sailine cross ties may be adjusted for different 
widths or lengths of graves. 
The truck: itself includes four corner 

posts or legs 14 which are preferably formed 
of metallic tubing. At the bottom of each 

leg is fitted a swiveling wheel 15 which may 
be secured in adjusted position by a set 
Screw , 16. In the top of each leg is tele 
Scopically mounted a stem 17 threaded on 
its upper end to engage the shank of a socket 
18 preferably consisting of a flat plate hav 
ing a peripheral flange. These sockets may 
be circular as shown in Figure 1, square as 
in Figure 5 or any other desired form. Each 
stem is held in telescopically adjusted po 
sition by a set screw 19. 
At the top and bottom of each leg is fixed 

a collar 20 and each of these collars has a 
pair of arms 21 arranged at right angles to 
each other and each provided at its extrem 
ity with a circular face provided with ra 
dial seri’ations 22 surrounding a central 
Opening though which passes a clamping 
bolt 23. Mounted on each of these pivot 
bolts is a Socket member having at one end 
a circular serrated face 24 corresponding to 
that on the arms 21. At the other end of 
each socket member is a socket 25 in which 
is fixed one end of a telescopic connecting 
bar. Each of these bars consists of a tubul 
lar member 26, having at its free end a col 
lai' 2, and a second tubular member 28 
slidable in the first member and provided 
With a series of spaced openings 29 in which 
selectively engages a screw 30 threaded 
through the collar 27. By means of these 
telescopic bars the device may be adjusted 
for length and width. 

in use the rails are placed at the sides or it 
ends of the grave according as to whether 
it is desired to move the coffin end ways or 
sideways over the grave. They are now ad 
justed in proper parallel position and there 
secul’ed by the clamps on the cross ties. The 
tillck is now adjusted for the desired width 
and length by suitably expanding or col 
lapsing the tie bars, the bolts 30 being used 
to secure the tie bars when adjusted. The 
wheels 15 are also adjusted to aline with 
the rails and secured in adjusted position by 
the set screws 16. 

If the ground be not level the sockets are 
now brought into a horizontal plane by ad 
justing the stems in the legs and there se 
curing them by the set screws 19. 

If the ground be inclined, the proper 
clamp bolts 23 are loosened and the serrated 
faces disengaged after which the legs are 
moved to vertical position and there secured 
by said clamp bolts. The heights of the 
sockets are then adjusted as before, 
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Any suitable form of lowering device 
such as is typically shown in Figure 4 may 
now be positioned on the truck with the cor 
ne' members 31 resting in the sockets 18. 
At the time of the funeral the truck will 

be in position on the track adjacent the 
grave. The coffin is placed on the straps 
32 and, at the propertime the truck, with 
the lowering device and coffin is moved over 
the grave so that the coffin may be lowered 
when desired. 

here has thus been provided a simple 
and efficient device of the kind described 
and for the purpose specified. 
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It is obvious that minor changes may be 
made in the form and construction of the 
invention without departing from the ma 
terial spirit thereof. It is not, therefore, 
desired to confine the invention to the exact 
form herein shown and described, but it is 
desired to include all such as properly come 
within the scope claimed. - 

Having thus described the invention, 
what is claimed as new, is: 

1. In a burial truck, corner legs, tele 
scopic side bars connecting the legs on each 
side of the truck, telescopic end bars con 
necting the legs at each end of the truck, 
means to secure the bars in telescopically 
adjusted position, track wheels carried by 
the lower ends of said legs, stems telescop 
ically mounted in the upper ends of said 
legs, means to secure said stems in tele 
Scopically adjusted position, and sockets 
carried removably on the upper ends of Said 
stems and adapted to receive the legs of a 
coffin lowering device. 

2. In a burial truck, corner legs, telescop 
ic side bars connecting the legs on each side 
of the truck, telescopic end bars connecting 
the legs at each end of the truck, means to 
secure the bars in telescopically adjusted 
position, track wheels swivelly mounted at 
the lower end of said legs to move between longitudinally and transversely adjusted 
positions with respect to the truck, means to 
secure the wheels in adjusted position, stems 
telescopically mounted in the upper ends of 
said legs, means to secure said stems in tel 
escopically adjusted position, and sockets 
carried removably on the upper ends of 
said stems and adapted to receive the legs 
of a coffin lowering device. 

3. In a burial truck, corner legs, verti 
cally spaced brackets carried by said legs 
each having a pair of arms extending at 
right angles to each other, pivot clamping 
bolts extending horizontally through said 
arms, sockets pivotally mounted on Said 
bolts, telescopic connecting bars having 
their ends mounted in said sockets and ex 
tending from the sockets of one leg to the 
corresponging sockets oil adjacent legs, 
means to secure said bars in telescopically 
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adjusted position, track wheels carried by 
the lower ends of said legs, and lowering de 
vice supports carried by the upper ends of 
said legs. - - - - - . . . . . . . . 

4. In a burial truck, corner legs, vertically 
spaced brackets carried by said legs each 
having a pair of arms extending at right 
angles to each other, pivot clamping bolts 
extending horizontally through said arms, 
Sockets pivotally mounted on said bolts, tel 
escopic connecting bai's having their ends 
inot inted in said sockets and extending from 
the Societs of one leg to the corresponding 
sockets on adjacent le 
said bars in telescopically adjusted posi 
tion, track wheels swively mounted at the 
loyer ends of said legs to limove between 

tudinally and transversely adjusted po 
S with respect to the truck, means to 

'cure the wheels in adjusted position, and 
overing device supports carried by the up 
per ends of said legs. . . . . 

5. In a buriai truck, corner legs, vertically 
spaced brackets carried by said legs each 
having a pair of arians extending at right 
angles to each other, pivot clamping bolts 
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means to secure 
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xtending horizontally through said arms, 
Sockets pivotally mounted on said bolts, tel 
escopic connecting bars having their ends 
moulted in said sockets and extending from 
the Sockets of one leg to the corresponding 
sockets on adjacent legs, means to secure 
said bars in telescopically adjusted posi 
tion, stems telescopically mounted in the 
lipper ends of said legs, neans to Secure 
said stems in telescopically adjusted posi 
tion, and sockets carried removably on the 
upper ends of said stems and adapted to re 
ceive the legs of a coffin lowering device. 

6. In a burial truck, corner legs, verti 
cally spaced brackets carried by said legs 
each having a pair of arms extending, at 
light angles to each other, pivot clamping 
bolts extending horizontally through said 
arms, sockets pivotally mounted on said 
bolts, telescopic connecting bars having 
their ends mounted in said sockets and ex 
tending from the sockets of one leg to the 
corresponding sockets on adjacent legs, 
means to secure said bars in telescopically 
adjusted position, track wheels swively 
mounted at the lower ends of said legs to 
move between longitudinally and transverse 

truck, means to secure the wheels in adjust ed position, stems telescopically mounted 
in the upper ends of said legs, means to Se: cure said stems in telescopically adjusted 
position, and sockets carried removably on 
the upper ends of said stems and adapted 
to receive the legs of a coffin lowering de 
vice. -- ... - - - - - , 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
CLAUDE HOWARD PEACOCK. 

100 

105 

O 

I5 

ly adjusted positions with respect to the 
20 

25 

  


