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This invention relates to apparatus for dis 
playing at motor vehicle service stations, garages 
and the like those accessories and articles, for 
example, polish, packaged lubricants, windshield 
WiperS, tires, etc., which are usually sold at such 
Servicing places. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

Wide an apparatus of the character next above 
described which can be readily and easily installed 
in Service stations and the like and quickly op 
erated by an attendant to dispose adjacent an 
automobile or other vehicle which has stopped 
for Service at a Servicing Zone of such a station, 
a prominent and attractive display of merchan 
dise, with Such display preferably presented in 
the path of the vehicle, for example, over the 
hood and close to the windshield where it will 
command the attention of the patrons during 
the Servicing Operation and require that the at 
tendant move it out of the Way in order that the 
Vehicle may be driven away. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

apparatus such as described which may be con 
veniently installed on an overhead track for move 
ment into different Servicing zones around the 
Service station and may be readily extended from 
an out-of-the-way position above the path of 
the vehicle into display positions directly in the 
path of the vehicles and vice versa. With provision 
for presenting the display at different heights best 
to suit different types of motor vehicles and the 
particular articles on display. 
A further object is to provide an apparatus such 

as described which includes a carriage movable 
on an Overhead track, a display tray or rack, a 
support for the tray arranged so as to be ex 
tensible and retractible from the carriage and 
provision for automatically applying a braking 
force to the carriage to prevent unintentional 
movement thereof on the track incident to dis 
posing the tray at various display levels as well 
as when the tray is disposed in retracted or Out 
of-the-way position, and with provision for re 
leasing the carriage for movement incident to 
movement of the tray into positions intermediate 
its display positions and out-of-the-way position. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

apparatus such as described wherein merchandise 
may be dispensed from the tray or the tray may 
be employed to display samples of the merchan 
dise and in both cases will present the display for 
close scrutiny of the patrons. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an apparatus such as described in which the dis 
play tray is latched and held in all extended posi 
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2 
tions and is subject to quick release by the at 
tendant With incident automatic retraction into 
out-of-the-way posion. 
With the foregoing objects in view, together 

With Such other objects and advantages as may 
Subsequently appear, the invention resides in the 
parts and in the combination, construction and 
arrangement of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed, and illustrated by Way of example in the 
aCCOIn panying dra Wing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary semi-schematic side 
elevation of the apparatus embodying my inven 
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tion shown in display position in full lines; 
Fig. 2 is a Schematic top plan view of a typical 

installation of the apparatus hereof in a service 
station, indicating one way in which the appara 
tus may be moved from place to place on an oval 
Overhead track; - 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary end elevation of the 
track, carriage and part of the tray Supporting 
means, looking toward the left end of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the apparatus shown 
in Fig. 3 With the supports for the track omitted; 

Fig. 5 is a flagluinuary sectional View taken 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 7; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on the line 6-6 
of Fig. 3 showing the tray supported in retracted 
position; 

Fig. 7 is a Sectional View similar to Fig.6 show 
ing the tray support extended; 

FigS. 8 and 9 are fragmentary Sectional WieWS 
of One Side only of the carriage taken respectively 
on the lines 8-8 and 9-9 of Fig. 6; 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary sectional View of one 
Side of the carriage taken on the line 0-0 of 
Fig. 7; 

Fig. 11 is a Sectional view of one side of the 
tray Support taken on the line f-f of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary front elevation of the 
tray and the tray support; 

Figs. 13, 14 and 15 are detail sectional views of 
the carriage braking means respectively showing 
how the brake shoes are disposed in applied posi 
tion as when the tray Support is extended to 
display position in neutral position and in the 
other applied position as when the Support is 
fully retracted. 

Referring to the drawings more specifically, 
it will be seen that one embodiment of my inven- . 
tion generally includes a display tray. A for sup 
porting the merchandise to be exhibited, an ex 
tensible and retractible support B for the tray, 
a carriage C on which the support B is mounted, 
a track D on which the carriage is movable and 
a Supporting structure E. Such as the roof. of a 
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service station on which the track is mounted. 
Fig. 1 shows the track as extended over zones 
of service alongside the fuel pumps P of a Service 
station. Fig. 2 shows a circuitous arrangement 
of the track D as One example of an installation 
of the apparatus affording movement of the ap 
paratus into different zones of service, for exam 
ple, on opposite sides of a row of the pumps. 
However, this invention contemplates any desired 
arrangement of overhead supporting heans for 
the adjustable tray support B whether stationary 
or movable, provided the tray may be quickly and 
easily moved from out-of-the-way position into 
display position close to the automobile or ver 
hicle being serviced and may be as readily moved 
into an out-of-the-way position. Likewise, any 
tray-supporting means which will permit of the 
quick and easy movement of the tray into and out of the display position as herein provided for 
is deemed within the scope of this invention. 
The tray. A may be constructed in any suitable 

manner so that merchandise may be effectively 
displayed thereon subject if desired to being dis 
pensed from the tray, and as here shown is sus 
pended from the support B by means of links . 
The support B as here shown consists of a lazy 

tongs structure having two like sides each of 
which includes a pair of like crossed upper bars 
2 connected with the carriage C and pivoted at 
3 where crossed, a pair of bars 4 and 5 pivoted 
to one another at 6 and to the ends of bars 2 
at 7; and a pair of lower bars 8 and 9 of differ 
ential lengthis pivoted as at a to the lower ends 
of the bars 4 and 5. The shorter lower bar 9 
of each side of this structure is pivoted on a slide 
member f which is mounted to slide on the 
longer bar 8 as shown in Fig.11. . . . . . . . . 
As shown in Fig. 12 the tray-supporting links 

fare pivoted on a cross rod 2 between the long 
bars 8 so that the tray will swing and remain 
horizontal regardless of the angle taken by the 
long bars, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . As shown in Fig. 5, the lazy-tongs support B 
may be reinforced by means of a cross rod f4 
extending between the like sides of the support 
where the intermediate bars 4 and 5 are piv oted, and providing the pivotal connection of 
said bars with one another. Nuts 5 hold the 
rod f4 in place. 

load on the lazy-tongs support B so that it nor 
mally tends to move into retracted position, a 
torsion spring 6 is mounted on the rod f4 as 
shown in Fig. 5 with its ends engaged with bars 
4 and 5 in such manner as to achieve the lifting 
action required to retract the support B. A sleeve 
it encloses the spring f6. . . . . . s' ... . . . 
As here shown the carriage C is made of a rec tangular body f8 having upstanding side walls f9 

As a means here employed to provide a spring 

from which stub axles 20 extend so that wheels 
2f thereon may ride upon the angle rails 22 which 
form the track D. These rails are suspended 
from the roof or other support E by means of 
brackets 23. - - - - - - - - - - 

As a means for preventing the carriage from 
tilting, rollers 24 are mounted on axles 25 on the 
carriage C and disposed to contact the underside 
of the rails 22 as shown in Fig. 6. 
As additional means, for retracting the lazy 

tongs support B, a retractile spring 27 is fas 
tened at one end to a bracket 28 on the body 8 
of the carriage with its other end fixed to a slide 
bar 28 slidable in slots 29 in the sides fs of 
the carriage. This slide bar extends between 
and is secured to the upper ends of one pair of 
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4. 
the upper bars 2 of the lazy-tongs support B, so 
that the force of the spring 27 together with 
the force of the torsion spring 6 will retract the 
support B causing it to fold up as shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 1 and as shown in Fig. 6 whereby 
the tray will be disposed in out-of-the-way posi 
tion. 
A means is provided for latching and releasably 

holding the lazy-tongs support in all extended 
positions and as here shown includes a ratchet 
quadrant or plate 30 fixed for rotation with a 
transverse shaft 3? supported by the sides 9 of 
the carriage C and projecting outwardly there 
from. This shaft is secured to ends of the other 
set of uppermost bars 2 of the support B so that 
it will turn when the support is extended or 
retracted. A spring urged pawl 32 is fulcrumed 
on an upwardly projecting ear 33 on one of the 
sides 9 and has an offset end 32 normally en 
gaging the ratchet member 30 so that it will pre 
vent movement thereof in one direction and lock 
the support B against movement in the opposite 
direction, that is, against retraction. A flexible 
latch releasing element 34 depends from the pawl 
32 so that an attendant may pull on it to reléase 
the pawl and permit the support B to be re 
tracted by the action of the springs f6 and 27. 
A means is provided for releasably holding the 

carriage Cagainst movement on the trackD while 
the tray A is extended into display positions as 
well as when in fully retracted positions. This 
means is automatic and as here shown applies a 
braking force against the rails 22 of the track 
D at the times specified but automatically re 
leases the carriage incident to movement of the 
tray into position between its display and retract 
ed positions. For example, the tray may be dis 
posed in display position within a small range 
say of several inches from its lowermost po 
and when raised beyond this range from 
lowermost position, the brake means will b 
leased and the carriage freed for moveme 
the track D into any desired position within the 
range of the track. . . . . . . . . . 
As here shown the aforesaid carriage holding 

or automatic brake means includespairs of brake 
shoes 36 and 37 fixed to reduced ends 38 
E. 3i and constructed and arranget 

shoes moved out of contact with the rails and 
the carriage is therefore released for free move: 
ment. . . . . . . . 
As here shown the brake shoes are somewhat 

resilient and so shaped that they will provide the 
desired braking action in the manner hereinbe. 
fore noted. Due to the resiliency of shoes 37 
they will yield when the shaft is turned as in 
vertically adjusting the tray for display at dif 
ferent heights within the predetermined small 
display range. The operator may forcibly move 
the tray up or down within this small range while 
the shoes frictionally contact and yield relative 
shoes with the rails will prevent unintentional 
rolling movement of the carriage C while the tray 
display adjustment is being made. For example, 

ed by a gravitational movement as might beca 
slant of the track or due to an angul 
ward pull on the tray, is effectively res 
smuch as the adjustment movement of the tray 

is more particularly vertical than angular afi 
  



5. 
the shoes will therefore resist movement of the 
carriage although they will yield with the turning 
of shaft 3, while the small vertical display ad 
justment of the tray is being made. 

Operation 

Assuming that the apparatus is normally in the 
condition shown in Fig. 6 and Fig. 15, With the 
lazy-tongs Bretracted and the tray A in an ele 
wated out-of-the-way position over or adjacent 
to a particular Service Zone, for example, On one 
side of the fuel pump P, the station attendant 
may readily lower the tray by grasping a flexible 
element R depending therefrom and pulling 
downwardly until the Support is extended and 
the tray is disposed at the desired level prefer 
ably over the hood of a vehicle stopped in said 
Zone for service. At this time the brake shoes 
3 are moved into braking position as shown in 
Fig. 13. If it is necessary that the apparatus be 
moved as a whole, best to position the tray, this 
may be done while the operator is pulling the tray 
down and before it reaches display position in 
aSmuch as the brake shoes 3 are disengaged 
from the rails 22 after but a short downward 
movement of the Support B as shown in Fig. 14. 
Upon disposing the tray close to the Windshield 

and over the hood of the vehicle the display is 
brought forcibly to the attention of the occupant 
or occupants of the vehicle to suggest purchase 
of the article on the tray. When the servicing 
operation has been completed the operator pulls 
on the pawl-releasing flexible element 34 and the 
springs 6 and 2 then operate to retract the Sup 
port B and lift the tray into out-of-the-Way posi 
tion at which time the brake shoes 36 are moved 
into braking position as shown in Fig. 15. 

It will now be apparent that I have provided 
a novel and efficient displaying and dispensing 
apparatus which When combined with a service 
station having one or more motor vehicle servicing 
zones onto which such a vehicle is driven for serv 
ice, may be quickly and easily operated to pre 
sent a display of goods to be sold at a point close 
to the driver and occupants of the vehicle and 
preferably in the path of the vehicle so as to com 
mand attention to the display and suggest pur 
chase of needed articles and accessories in a par 
ticularly effective manner with provision for 
quickly moving the display out of the path of the 
vehicle. 
While I have shown and described a specific 

embodiment of my invention I do not limit my 
self to the exact details of construction set forth, 
and the invention embraces such changes, modi 
fications and equivalents of the parts and their 
formation and arrangement as come Within the 
purview of the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. In apparatus for displaying goods at a Serv 

icing Zone of a motor vehicle service station, an 
overhead support adjacent said Zone, of a dis 
play tray for exhibiting goods to be sold, tray 
supporting means mounted on said overhead Sup 
port and operable for moving the tray from an 
elevated out-of-the-Way position into a display 
position in the path of and close to a motor ve 
hicle stopped in Said ZOne, spring means nor 
mally holding said tray supporting means re 
tracted to dispose the tray in said out-of-the-Way 
position, latch means for holding the tray Sup 
porting means in displaying position, and means 
for releasing said latch means whereby said Spring 
means will retract said tray supporting means 
and dispose the tray in out-of-the-Way position. 
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2. In apparatus for displaying goods at a serv 
icing zone of a motor vehicle service station, an 
overhead support adjacent said Zone, of a tray for 
exhibiting goods to be sold, tray supporting means 
mounted on said overhead support and Operable 
for moving the tray from an elevated out-of-the 
way position into a display position in the path 
of and close to a motor Vehicle stopped in said 
zone, and subsequently operable for retracting the 
tray into said out-of-the-way position, said over 
head support including a carriage movable back 
and forth for disposing the tray supporting means 
and tray in different positions, and brake means 
operating to prevent movement of Said carriage 
when the tray is in out-of-the-way and display 
positions and releasing said carriage when the 
tray is disposed between its out-of-the-way and 
display positions. 

3. In apparatus for displaying goods to be sold 
at a motor vehicle service station, garage or the 
like where motor vehicles are driven onto and 
stopped in a servicing Zone, an overhead Support, 
a display tray on which are supported articles 
to be displayed and sold, and an extensible and 
retractible tray supporting means supported by 
said overhead support and operable for moving 
the tray from an out-of-the-way position into 
a display position adjacent a motor vehicle 
stopped in said service zone and with the tray 
disposed close to and in the line of vision of the 
occupant or occupants of the vehicle, said Over 
head support including a carriage movable back 
and forth for disposing the tray supporting means 
and tray in different positions. 

4. In apparatus for displaying goods to be sold 
at a motor vehicle service station, garage or the 
like where motor vehicles are driven onto and 
stopped in a servicing zone, an overhead support, 
a display tray on which are supported articles to 
be displayed and sold, and an extensible and re 
tractible tray supporting means depending from 
said support and operable for moving the tray 
from an out-of-the-way position into a display 
position in the path of a motor vehicle stopped 
in said service zone with the tray close to and in 
the line of vision of the occupant or occupants of 
the vehicle, spring means normally holding said 
tray supporting means in retracted position to 
dispose the tray in out of the Way position, a 
latch means for holding said tray supporting 
means in extended positions, and latch releasing 
means operable from said Zone for releasing the 
latch means whereby the spring means Will re 
tract said tray supporting means. 

5. In apparatus for displaying goods to be sold 
at a motor vehicle service station, garage or the 
like where motor vehicles are driven onto and 
stopped in a servicing zone, an overhead Support, 
a display tray on which are supported articles 
to be displayed and sold, an extensible and re 
tractible tray supporting means operable for mov 
ing the tray from an out-of-the-Way position into 
a display position in the path of a motor vehicle 
stopped in said service Zone and with the tray 
close to the occupant or occupants of the vehicle 
and subsequently operable for retracting the tray 
into said out-of-the-way position, said overhead 
support including a carriage movable back and 
forth for disposing the tray supporting means and 
tray in different positions; and brake means op 
erating to prevent movement of said carriage 
when the tray is in out-of-the-way and display 
positions and releasing said carriage when the 
tray is disposed between its out-of-the-Way and 
display positions. 
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6. In apparatus for displaying goods to be sold 
at a motor vehicle service station, garage or the 
like where motor vehicles are driven onto and 
stopped in a servicing zone, an overhead sup: 
a display tray on which are supported articles to 
be displayed and sold, an extensible. and retract 
ible tray supporting means operable for moving 
the tray from an out-of-the-way position into a 
display, position in the path of a motor vehicle 
stopped in said service zone, and with the tray 
close to the occupant or occupants of the vehicle, 
a carriage supporting said tray supporting means 
and movable on said overhead, support for dis 
posing the tray supporting, means and tray in 
different locations, brake means operating to pre 
vent movement of said, carriage when the tray 
is in out-of-the-way and display positions and re 
leasing said carriage when the tray is disposed 

t, 

between its out-of-the-way and display positions, 
latch means for. holding said tray supporting 
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means against retraction when in extended po 
sitions, latch releasing means, and means auto 
matically retracting said.tray supporting means 
incident to release of said latch means. 

CHARLEs H. SCHIMPFF. 
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