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(87) Abstract: Provided are a medical device and method for forming a shunt, capable of efficiently cauterizing living
body tissues with different thicknesses. The present invention comprises: a dilatate body (21); a long shaft part (31) to
which a base end of the dilatate body (21) is fixed; a plurality of energy transferring elements (22) provided along the
dilatate body (21); and a retracting shaft (33). The dilatate body (21) has a recessed part (55) that defines a receiving space
(74). When force in the direction of the axis of the dilatate body (21) is applied, an easily deforming part that is provided to
the dilatate body (21) and can easily deform deforms; consequently, the receiving space (74) at the position corresponding
to the easily deforming part in the peripheral direction can be increased.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: WO 2021/065874 A1 (TERUMO CORP.)
08 April 2021, paragraphs [0023]-[0025], [0027]-[0033], [0036], fig. 1-11, 13(A)
(Family: none)

The claims are classified into the two inventions below.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-9

Document 1 describes "a medical device provided with: an expansion body that has an distal end including a force
reception part, and that is capable of expanding and contracting in a radial direction; a long shaft part that has a distal
end having a proximal end of the expansion body fixed thereto; multiple energy transmission elements provided
along the expansion body; and a traction shaft that is disposed inside the shaft part, that protrudes from the distal end
of the shaft part to be capable of being connected to the force reception part, and that is slidable with respect to the
shaft part, wherein the expansion body has: a first expansion part including a distal expansion part extending radially
outward from the force reception part toward a proximal direction, and a distal apex part disposed on the proximal
side of the distal expansion part and curved radially outward in a convex shape; a second expansion part including
a proximal expansion part extending radially outward from the distal end of the shaft part toward a distal direction,
and a distal apex part disposed on the distal side of the proximal expansion part and curved radially outward in a
convex shape; and a concave part that is recessed radially inward, that extends so as to connect between the proximal
apex part and the distal apex part, and that defines a receiving space capable of receiving living tissue when the
expansion body expands, the concave part has: a bottom part positioned on a radially innermost side; a distal raised
part extending radially outward from a distal end of the bottom part to the distal apex part; and a proximal raised
part extending radially outward from a proximal end of the bottom part to the proximal apex part, one of the distal
raised part and the proximal raised part has, at substantially equal intervals in the circumferential direction of the
expansion body, multiple energy transmission element disposition parts that respectively allow the multiple energy
transmission elements to be disposed therein, the other of the distal raised part and the proximal raised part has
multiple facing parts that respectively face the multiple energy transmission elements when the expansion body
expands, the distal expansion part has multiple distal strut structures that are connected to the distal apex part, the
proximal expansion part has multiple proximal strut structures that are connected to the proximal apex part, at least
any of the distal strut structures, the proximal strut structures, the energy transmission element disposition parts,
and the facing parts have easily-deformable parts that can more easily deform than the others of the distal strut
structures, the proximal strut structures, the energy transmission element disposition parts, and the facing parts when
receiving a force in the axial direction of the expansion body, and by the deformation of each easily-deformable part,
the receiving space can be increased at circumferential positions corresponding to the easily-deformable parts” (in
particular, refer to paragraphs [0023]-[0025], [0027]-[0033], and [0036], and fig. 1-3, 9(B), and 13(A)), and the
medical device, wherein "the easily-deformable parts have lower bending stiffness than the others of the distal strut
structures, the proximal strut structures, the energy transmission element disposition parts, and the facing parts
when receiving force in the axial direction of the expansion body", and "the easily-deformable parts have openings
that penetrate in the radial direction of the expansion body". In light of document 1, claims 1-3 lack novelty. The
invention as in claims 4-7 is merely obtained by a design change to the invention described in document 1, and thus
does not have a special technical feature. Accordingly claims 1-7 are classified as invention 1.

Claim 9 depends from claim 1 and has a link of invention to claim 1, and thus is classified as invention 1.

Claim 8 is substantially identical to claim 1 classified as invention 1, and thus is classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 10-11

Claim 10 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding special technical features between this claim and
claim 7 classified as invention 1. In addition, claim 10 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to
any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Meanwhile, claim 10 has the special technical feature of "a medical device provided with: an expansion body
that is capable of expanding and contracting in a radial direction; a long shaft part that has, at a distal end thereof,
a proximal end fixation part having a proximal end of the expansion body fixed thereto; a traction shaft that is
disposed inside the shaft part, that protrudes from the distal end of the shaft part to connect to a distal end of the
expansion body, and that is slidable with respect to the shaft part; a distal shaft part that extends from the proximal
end to the distal end of the expansion body inside the expansion body; and an electrode part provided along the
expansion body, wherein the expansion body has a concave part that is recessed radially inward to define a receiving
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space capable of receiving living tissue when the expansion body expands, the concave part has: a bottom part
positioned on a radially innermost side; a distal raised part extending radially outward from a distal end of the
bottom part; and a proximal raised part extending radially outward from a proximal end of the bottom part, the
electrode part is disposed along either the distal raised part or the proximal raised part so as to face the receiving
space, the traction shaft is configured to, by sliding with respect to the shaft part in a proximal direction, exert,
on the expansion body, a compression force for compression along the axis of the shaft part such that the distal
raised part and the proximal raised part approach each other, and in the state where the expansion body expands, the
distal shaft part has: a flexible part capable of being bent at an axially central part; a distal rigid part provided on the
axially distal side relative to the flexible part; and a proximal rigid part provided on the axially proximal side relative
to the flexible part"; thus this claim is classified as invention 2.

Claim 11 is substantially identical to claim 10 classified as invention 2, and thus is classified as invention 2.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: Claims 1-9

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
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