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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosepH H. PILKINGTON,
of Waterbury, in the county of New Haven
and Stateof Connecticut, haveinvented a new
Improvement in Clasps; and T do hereby de-
clarethe following, when taken in connection
with accompanying drawings and the letters
of reference marked thereon, to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, and
which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a perspective view of the clasp
complete; Fig. 2, face view of the same; Fig.
3, side view of the same; Fig. 4, central sec-
tion on line # « of Fig. 2; Fig. 5, transverse
section on linex x of Fig. 3; Fig. 6, the blank
from which the jaw A is formed; Fig. 7, the
blank from which the jaw B is formed.

This invention relates to an improvement
in that class of spring-clasps which consists
of a pairof jaws having a spring between
them tending to yieldingly hold the jaws in
the closed position, the jaws pivoted together,
one jaw extended beyond the pivot and pro-
vided with means for attachment, and the
other jaw extended as a finger-piece by which
to aid in opening the jaws, such clasp being
used for stocking-supporters and similar pur-

poses, the object of my invention being asim-

ple construction for pivoting the two parts
together and retaining the springin its proper
relation to the fwo parts; and the invention
consists in the construction as hereinafter de-
seribed, and particularly recited in the claims.

A represents one jaw, and B the other. At
their grasping ends they are preferably each
turned toward the other so as to form grasp-
ing-teeth @ b, (see Tigs. 1 and 4,) and as usual
in this class of clasps. The jaws are formed
from sheet-metal blanks, as represented in
Figs. 6and7. The jaw A atits pivot-point is
constructed withalaterally-projecting tongue
C on each side, and transversely across the
body, between these two tongues, is a nar-
rowslot D. Beyond this slot the jaw is ex-
tended and constructed for attachment to the
strap or whatever it may be. As here repre-
sented, thisattaching deviceisa clip E,formed
as a part of the tail of that jaw A, and which
clip is closed upon the strap or thing to which
the jaw is to be attached; but for this attach-

ing device any of the known substitutes may
be employed. The two tongues C are turned
inward at rightangles to the body, as seen in
Fig. 5. The jaw B is constructed with a
transverse slot F across its back, but less in
length than the width of the jaw correspond-
ing to the slot D, and its two sides project
and are turned to form flanges G G, as seen
in Fig. 5, the width between the said flanges
G G corresponding to the width between the
tongues C C, as seen in Fig. 5. The two
parts are set together, as seen in Fig. 5, the
tongues C projecting beyond the jaw B, as
represented in broken lines, Fig. 5, and the
tongues, being of sufficient length, are both
turned inward onto the back of the jaw B, and
then their ends tnrned into the ends of the
slot F,as represented in Fig. 5, making a hook-
like engagement at each side between the two
parts. The spring H is a spiral spring, its
two arms I J projecting therefrom, so that the
spring may operate as a torsion-spring. The
diameter of the spring H is greater than the
distance between the two jaws,and the spring
is arranged in the slots D and F of the two
parts of the two jaws, as seen in Fig. 4, the
body of the spring resting in those slots, so
that it is prevented from moving longitudi-
nally of the clasp. The arms 1 J project rear-
ward, the one arm I taking a bearing on the
tail of the jaw A and the other taking a bear-
ing on the tail of the jaw B, the jaw B being
extended so that its tail K may form the usunal
finger-piece by which that jaw may be oper-
ated.  The tendency of the spring is to force
the two parts from each other, and so as to
hold them in the hook engagement described.
The tongues prevent longitudinal movement
of one jaw upon theother and the spring op-
erates as a pivot upon which the jaws may
turn in opening and closing, as represented
in broken lines, Fig. 4. The flanges G of the
jaw B are applied to give strength to that
jaw, so that it may be made of thin metal
and yet possess sufficient strength for prac-
tical operation, but they may be omitted.
The tongues C, projecting from the sides of
jaw A in the form of flanges, give a like
strength to that jaw. One of theslots D or F
may be omitted, one being sufficient toso em-
brace the spring as to retain it in its position
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against longitudinal movement between the
jaws, and in case the slot I is omitted open-
ings near each ecdge of the jaw should be
formed, as indicated in broken lines, Fig. 7,
into which the ends of the tongues may be
turned; or both the slois may be omitted, one
or both of the tails of the jaws being pro-
vided with a hole, as a, Fig. 6,into which the
end of the arm of the spring may be turned,
so as to insure the spring being held in its
proper longitudinal relation to the two jaws.

I do not claim, broadly, a clasp composed
of two sheet-metal jaws with a spring be-
tween and in which the two sides of each jaw
are turned toward theothers, and the turned
sides or flanges interlocked toform pivots, as
suchTamaware,hroadlyconsidered,isnotnew.

I claim—

1. The herein-described clasp, consisting of
the two jaws A B, the one jaw A constructed
with tongues C C, projecting from its sides
and turned into planes at substantially right
angles thereto, the jaw B constructed with
openings through its back corresponding in
position to the tongues C Cof the jaw A, the
gaid tongues turned over the sides of the jaw
B3 and down iuto the corresponding opening
in the back of the jaw I3, so asto form a hook-
like engagement therewith at each side De-
tween the two jaws, combined with a spiral
spring arranged between the said jaws and in
the said slot, the ends of the spring project-
ing toform two arms, one of which arms bears
upon the tail of one jaw and the other arm
upon the tail of the other jaw, the tendency
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of the spring being to hold the two parts in
the before-mentioned hook-like engagement
and form the pivot upon which the jaws turn,
the tail of one of the jaws provided with
means for attachment, substantially as de-
seribed. .

9. The herein-described clasp, consisting of
the two jaws A B, extended beyond the pivot-
point to form a tail from each, the one jaw A
constructed with tongues C, projecting from
cach side and turned into planes atright an-
gles to the plane of the said jaw A, the jaw
3 construeted with a transverse opening I
at the pivot-point and corresponding in posi-
tion to the said tongues C C of the jaw A,
the jaw B constructed with side flanges G G
and arranged Dbetween the tongues C C, the
said tongues C C turned over and into said
opening F to secure the two jaws together,
combined with a spiral spring arranged be-
tween the jaws and in the slot and so as to
project into the said slot I of the jaw B, the
two ends of the spring extendingrearward to
form arms, one of the said arms operating
upon the tail of one jaw and the other arm
upon the tail of the other jaw, the tail of one
jaw provided with means of attachment,sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of tswo subserib-
ing witnesses.

JOSEPH H. PILKINGTON.

Witnesses: '
NATHL. R. BRONSON,
E. S. SMITH.
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