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This invention relates in general to spacers 
for irregular shaped containers. 
One of the objects of this invention involves 

the idea of constructing spacers for irregular 
I, 5 shaped containers so that the containers as 

sume a substantially regular shape. 
A further object of this invention relates 

to a container spacer for use with irregular 
shaped containers so that they may be easily 

it stacked in piles or packed in regular shaped 
boxes. 
A further object of this invention involves 

a container spacer so constructed as to protect 
the spout or raised portion forming the open 

l3 ing through which the container is filled and 
emptied. - 

A further object of this invention involves 
a container spacer of the above type which is 
relatively simple and easy to construct, cheap 

20 to manufacture, and adapted for rapid pro 
duction. 
These and other objects, as will appear 

from the following disclosure, are secured by 
means of this invention. 
This invention resides substantially in the 

combination, construction, arrangement, rela 
tive location of parts, and principles as will 
be set forth below and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings. 

30 Referring to the drawings 
- Figure 1 is a perspective view of one form 

of irregular shaped container together with 
the spacer of this invention; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the ele 
85 ments of Fig. 1; - 

- Fig. 3 is a vertical cross sectional view taken 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2 looking in the direc 
tion of the arrows; and 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view showing 
49 the manner of maintaining the spacer in 

operative relation with respect to the con 
tainer. 
In the distribution of many kinds of prod 

lucts at the present time it is usual to employ 
. . .45 irregular shaped containers which oftentimes 

are made in characteristic shapes so as to pro 
vide a ready means for distinguishing the 
product. This provides a valuable advertis 
ing feature and one which has gone into ex 

50 tensive use. Furthermore, many types of con 

tainers are provided with spouts, or capped 
projections through which the container is 
filled and emptied. These projections make 
it hard to pack the containers in boxes or 
to stack them on shelves because they, in 55 

- effect, destroy the regularity of form of the 
container. The principle involved in this in 
vention is to provide a spacer so shaped, de 
pending upon the shape of the container, to 
in effect restore the container to a regular 60 
shape, as for instance rectangular, so that, as 
is apparent, they may be easily packed and 
stacked. 
- For a better understanding of the invention 
and the principles thereof reference is made 65 
to the drawings in which an irregular shaped 
container is shown at 1 provided in this case 
with a peaked top, as indicated by the edges 
2, 2. The container is provided at the ridge 
formed by the inclined edges with a cylin- 70 
drical projection or tubing 3 suitably attached 
to the container to provide a liquid and air 
tight connection. The upper free edge of 
this projection is provided with a cap 4 at 
tached thereto in any suitable manner. En- 75 
closing this cap and rigidly secured thereto, 
by beading over for instance, is another cap 
5 which forms, by means of the beading 5', a shoulder for retaining the spacing member 6 
on the container. 80 
The spacing member 6 is shown with an 

opening therethrough (see Fig. 4) through 
which the projection 3 extends. The open 
ing is too small to permit the passage there 
through of the beaded portion 5 of the cap 85 
5 so that the spacing member is maintained 
on the container. As shown with this form 
of container the end pieces of the spacer 6 
are cut away V-shaped and flanged outwardly 
So as to fit the contour of the top of the con- 90 
tainer. The top horizontal portion of the 
Spacer is provided with a depression trans 
versely thereof of sufficient depth to protect 
the projection 3 and its caps 4 and 5. It will 
be at Once apparent that by means of this 95 
Spacer member the container again assumes a Substantially rectangular shape so that they 
may be packed and stacked with ease. One 
particular advantage of this spacer is that 
the containers may be stacked on shelves 100 
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where the advertising matter thereon may be 
clearly exposed to view. 
I have shown this invention as applied to 

a container having a top formed of two in 
clined surfaces and the spacer shaped accord 
ingly but it is, of course, understood that 
the principles of this invention may be ap 
plied to any shaped container and the spacer 
is shaped accordingly without departing 
from the principles of this invention. I am, 
of course, well aware that many changes in 
the details of construction and relative ar 
rangement of parts will readily occur to those 
skilled in this art, as for instance the Spacer 

5 may be arranged so that it may be easily re 
moved from the container or it may be fixedly 
attached thereto in any suitable manner. 
For instance the hole in the spacer can be 
made large enough so that it can be removed 
from the container when the container is 
sold if this is desirable. 
I do not, therefore, desire to be limited to 

the exact details of construction and relative 
arrangement of parts but rather to the scope 
of this invention as it is defined in the ap 
pended claims. 
What I seek to secure by United States Let 

ters Patent is: 
1. In a device of the type described, the 

combination comprising an irregular shaped 
container and a projection attached to the 
container through which it is filled and 
emptied, of a spacer member suitably formed 
So as to overlie the container at its irregular 
part to give it a substantially regular outline 
and protect the projecting member. 

2. In a device of the type described, the 
combination comprising an irregular shaped 
container and a projection attached to the 
container through which it is filled and emp 
tied, of a spacer member suitably shaped to 
overlie the irregular portion of the container 
and having an opening therein through which 
said projection extends and a cap on the 
spout to close the container and hold the 
spacer member in place. 

3. In a device of the type described, the 
combination comprising a container having 
at least one side thereof irregularly shaped, 
a projecting spout member attached to the 
container and a cap therefor, of a spacer 
member enclosing the irregular portion of the 
container and the spout member so as to give 
the container a substantially regular outline 
and protecting the spout member. 

4. In a device of the type described, the 
combination comprising a container, a spout 
member attached thereto, a spacer element 
supported on the container and encircling 
the spout member so as to substantially en 
close it. 

5. The combination comprising a contain 
er, a spout member projecting therefrom, a 
spacer element Supported on the container 
having an opening therein through which 

the spout member projects, and means at 
tached to the spout member for maintain 
ing the spacer element in proper position on 
the container. 

6. In a device of the type described, the 
combination comprising a container having 
at least one side thereof of irregular configu 
ration, a spout member projecting from the 
container on the side of irregular configura 
tion, a spacer element Suitably shaped so as 
to overlie the side of irregular configuration 
having a depression formed therein, and an 
opening therethrough in the depression, said 
spout member extending through the open 
ing, and means forming part of the spout 
member for maintaining the spacer element 
in operative relation with respect to the con 
tainer. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand on this 4th day of June, A. D. 1928. 

FRANK I. TOWLE. 

5 

80 

85 

90 

100 

05 

110 

20 

25 

30 


