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Claims 5, 6, 10, 14, 15-18 and 24 pertain to results to be achieved in
terms of certain parameters. The description, however, does not provide
detailed information enabling a skilled person to achieve these results.
Therefore the subject-matter of said claims is so insufficiently
disclosed that no meaningful search can be carried out.

The appTlicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1, 3-4, 7-9, 11-13 when dependent on claim 1

A smoking article comprising:
a column comprising a smokable tobacco;
a paper wrapper surrounding the column of the smokable
tobacco, the paper wrapper comprising celiulose fibers and
filler particles, the paper wrapper including a first
surface and a second and opposite surface, the paper wrapper
being positioned so that the second surface faces the column
of the smokable tobacco, the filler particles forming a
concentration gradient over a thickness of the paper wrapper
such that a greater concentration of filler particles is
present at the first surface in comparison to the ,
concentration of filler particles at the second surface, the
first surface being smoother than the second surface; and
at least one treated area located on the first surface of
the paper wrapper, the treated area comprising an ignition
reducing composition, the ignition reducing composition
containing a film forming material, the treated area
reducing the ignition proclivity characteristics of the
smoking article.

2..claims: 2, 3-4, 7-9, 11-13 when dependent on claim 2

A smoking article comprising:
a column comprising a smokable tobacco;
a paper wrapper surrounding the column of the smokable
tobacco, the paper wrapper comprising cellulose fibers and
filler particles, the paper wrapper including a first
surface and a second and opposite surface, the paper wrapper
being positioned so that the second surface faces the column
of the smokable tobacco, the first surface having a
Sheffield smoothness of less than about 500; and
at least one treated area located on the first surface of
the paper wrapper, the treated area comprising an ignition
reducing composition, the ignition reducing composition
containing a film forming material, the treated area
reducing the ignition proclivity characteristics of the
smoking article and having a Burn Mode Index of less than
about 5 cm-1.

3. claims: 19-23, 25
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

A process for forming a paper wrapper for a smoking article
comprising:

forming a paper web from an aqueous suspension of cellulosic
fibers and filler particles, the aqueous suspension being
deposited onto a foraminous surface and drained in a manner
so that the filler particles form a concentration gradient
over a thickness of the paper web, the paper web including a
first surface and a second surface, the second surface
facing the foraminous surface, and wherein a greater
concentration of filler particles is present at the first
surface in comparison to the concentration of filler
particles at the second surface;

drying the paper web, the first surface of the paper web
being smoother than the second surface of the paper web
after drying; and ,

applying an ignition reducing composition to the first
surface of the paper web so as to form at Teast one treated
area on the first surface, the treated area reducing the
ignition proclivity characteristics of a smoking article
incorporating the paper wrapper.
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