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My invention relates to shoulder pads for ladies’
garments, and has for its principal object, to pro-
vide new and improved shoulder pads, which in-
clude simple, lightweight forms of thin flexible
and resilient material such as sheet plastics or the
like, which forms are enclosed in soft material

- such as fabrics or padding, and the padded form
enclosed in g sheet or lightweight wrapper or en-
velope, which latter may be either secured by
stitch tacking in the shoulder portions of gar-
ments, or located in the shoulder portions of a
short jacket-like member of netting or sheer ma-
terial, which is worn beneath the garment, the
shoulders of which are to be lifted and contoured.

A further object of my invention is, to provide
shoulder pads of the character referred to, with
ties or reinforcing elements disposed transversely
across their outer ends, in order to prevent the
collapse or crushing down of the outer end por-

tions of the pads due to weight and downward ¢

pull of the shoulder portions of the outer garment
which overlies the pads.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
my invention consists in certain novel features of
construction and arrangement of parts which will
be hereinafter more fully described and claimed
and illustrated in the accompanying drawing in
which:

Fig. 1 is o front elevation of a garment adapted
to receive the shoulder pads.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the garment.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the plastic form used in

the pad. :

Fig, 4 is a vertical section taken on the line
4—4 of Fig; 3.

PFig. 5 is a cross section taken on the line 5—5
of Fig. 3.

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal seéction taken through
the center of the finished pad.

Pig. 7 is a plan view of the sheet of padding ma-
terial which encloses the plastic form.

Fig. 8 is a plan view of the folded cushioning
pad or envelope which receives and encloses the
form. . : .

Referring by numerals to the accompanying
drawings which illustrate a preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, 10 designates a sheet of
thin material of plastics-or the like, having a cer-
tain degree of flexibility and resiliency, semi-el-~
liptic in shape and curved transversely so as to fit
on top of the wearer’s shoulder.

Positioned above member 10 and the straight
transverse end Il thereof is a sheet 12 of thin,
more or less flexible material of plastics or the
like, substantially circular in shape, of inverted
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channe] shape in cross section and with its cen-

-tral portion slightly dished lengthwise.

The side and inner edges of this member 12 are

suitably secured by an adhesive to the side edges

and upper surface of member {0 and the outer
rounded end 14 of said member projects some-
what heyond the straight end fi of member 10
and the edge of the central portion of said round-
ed end is turned downward to form a narrow mar-
ginal bead (5.

From its inner end to the bead 15 on its outer -
end, member {2 gradually inclines or diverges

- from member 18, and thus the form comprising
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said members |8 and {2 is substantially wedge
shape in longitudinal section as- illustrated in
Figs. 4 and 6.

Enclosing the form is a pad which may be of
any soft material such as cotton fleece, cotton

-wadding, or soft fabric and said pad may be

formed with one, two or more layers of material,

This padding material is cut in semi-circular
form as seen in Fig. 7 and the end portions are
folded over onto the central portion so that the
straight edges meet and the curved edges are con~
nected by a row of stitching 41.. Thus a substan-
tially  triangular or segmental envelope or con-
tainer of padding is provided which receives and
covers the plastic form which latter is inserted
and withdrawn through the opening between the
straight ends of the material forming the pad.

Enclosing the padded form is a cover or enve-
lIope {8, preferably formed of thin, soft, light-
weight fabric and which may be shaped and
formed the same as the padding heretofore de-
scribed in Figs. 7 and 8.

Secured by stitching or otherwise to the upper

- outer edge of envelope 18 is the upper edge of a
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crescent shaped piece of flexible material, prefer-
ably fabric 18* which provides a tie or stay across
the upper portion of the outer end of the pad and
thereby prevents the upper outer end of the
padded form from spreading laterally as a result
of the weight and downward pull and pressure
of the shoulder portion of the outer garment that
overlies said pad.

The pads thus constructed may be secured by
stitch tacking in the outer portions of the shoul-
der of garments so that when the latter are worn
the forms will fit comfortably upon the wearer’s
shoulders and the overlying shoulder portions of
the garment will be lifted to give the desired
effect. )

To overcome the time and labor involved in
transferring the pads from one garment to an-
other, particularly dresses, gowns, blouses and the
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like, the padded forms may be secured by tacking
same in the shoulder portions of a short jacket-
like member, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, and
which is worn beneath the garment.

This member is preferably formed of sheer ma-
terial, for instance, netting, and comprises a back
20 and a pair of front members 21 which depend
from the upper ends of the side portions of said
back 20. The side edges of the back and front
members are not connected.

The lower edges of back and front members 20
and 21 are bound with a tape 22, the ends of which
depend from the lower corners of front members
21 and provide ties which, when connected, main-
tain the jacket in proper position upon the
wearer’s body.

Preferably, the lower end of the jacket mem-
ber just described terminates below the bust and
above the waist line of the wearer. :

Thus, one pair of pads attached to the short
undergarment may be used with a number of dif-
ferent garments such as blouses, dresses, sweaters
and the like.

Thus it will be seen that I have provided shoul-
-der pads for ladies’ garments, which are simple in
structure, inexpensive.of manufacture, and very
effective in performing the functions for which
they are intended.

It will be understood that minor changes in the
size, form and construction of the various parts
of my improved shoulder pads may be made and
substituted for those herein shown and described
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion, the scope of which is set forth in the ap-
pended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A garment shoulder pad comprising a sub-
stantially wedge shaped form, the underside of
which is concave in ¢éross section, the top of which
is curved lengthwise, a pad of soft, flexible mate-
rial enclosing said form and a transversely dis-
posed flexible stay secured to the upper portion
of one end of said ‘padded form for preventing
spreading movement thereof.

2. In a garment shoulder pad, a form compris-
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ing a pair of transversely curved thin sheets of
lightweight material, one sheet overlying the
other and inclined relative thereto, the side edges
of said sheets being united, a pad of soft flexible
material enclosing said form and a flexible stay
secured to the outer end portion of said padded
form for preventing transverse spreading of
same.

3. The combination with g jacket-like under-
garment of thin lightweight material, of shoulder
pads positioned in the shoulder covering portions
of said undergarment, each of which pads com-
prises an arched core formed of thin, flexible
sheet materia] and a sheath of soft flexible mate-
rial wholly enclosing said core.

4, "The combination with an wundergarment
formed of thin lightweight material and compris-
ing a back and g pair of front members depend-
ing from the upper end of said back, of shoulder
pads positioned in the shoulder covering portions
‘of said undergarment, each of which pads com-
prises an arched core formed of thin, flexible

_sheet material and a sheath of soft flexible mate-

rial wholly enclosing said core.

5. The combination as set forth in claim 4 and
ties for connecting the lower front corners of said
front members.

6. A garment shoulder pad comprising a resil-
ient wedge shaped form, the underside of which
form is concave in cross section, a pad of soft,
flexible material enclosing said form and a trans-
verse reinforcing member in the arched outer end
of said form.
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