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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, OREN ANDREW, a citi-
zen of the United Statesof America, residing
at Richmond, in the county of Henrico, in the
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Safety- Envel-
opes, of which the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to provide

a safety-envelope which can be produced

cheaply by machine, and which after sealing
cannot be opened without detection.

The invention consists principally in an en-

velope having an overlying flap provided with
a series of slits forming detective-tongues and
a border-strip connecting the outer ends of
sald tongues, the inner ends of said tongues
being united with the body of the flap, said
border-strip being adapted to be separated
from the detective-tongues after sealing to
leave the outer ends of said detective-tongues
independent of oneanother., Theseindepend-
ent tongues serve as protectors against tam-
pering with the envelope after sealing, as it
isimpracticable to raise the numerous tongues
without danger of tearing them or marring
them or to open the envelope by steaming
and reseal if, since it is impracticable to re-
place the tongues after they are disconnected
at their outer ends in parallelism one with
another. Moreover, the steaming tends to
curl the paper and change the shape of the
tongues and the many edges become broken
or marred. '

Figure lof the accompanying drawings rep-’

resents a plan of a blank for this safety-en-
velope. Fig. 2 represents an elevation of the
back of this safety-envelope ready for use,
the border-strip of its end and bottom flaps
being removed and its final sealing-flap being
raised for the insertion of matter to be in-
closed. Tig. 3 represents an elevation of the
back of thissafety-envelope sealed and ready
for mailing, the border-strip of the final clos-
ing-flap being removed. Fig. 4 represents an
elevation of the baeck of a safety-envelope
constructed inaccordance with thisinvention,
the final sealing-flap being raised to permit
the insertion of matter to be inclosed, the de-
tective-tongues in this case being disposed
side by side, whereas in the other figures some
of said tongues have been removed.

The same reference-nuinerals designate the
same parts in all the figures.

The blank from which this envelope is
formed comprises a rectangular body 10, con-
stituting the front of the envelope, the end
flaps 20 and 30, and top and bottom flaps 40
and 50. Theoverlyingend flap 30is provided
near its end with a series of slits 31, prefer-
ably parallel with one another and preferably
at right angles to the end of said flap. These
slits form detective-tongues 32, which are
united at their inner ends to the body of the
flap 80 and at their outer ends to a border-
strip 33 at the outer end of the flap. The
border-strip 33 is partially severed by means
of perforations 34 or otherwise from the body
of the flap along the ends of the detective-
tongues. Adhesive gum isapplied to this flap
along the detective-tongues and for a short
distance inward from the inner end thereof.
The border-strip 33 is ungummed. Instead
of applying the gum to the upper flap, it
may be applied to the under flap 20, oppo-

site the detective-tongues of the flap 30. The

bottom flap 40 is provided with similar slits
41, forming similar detective - tongues 42,
united at their inner ends to the body of
the flap and at their outer ends to the bor-
der-strip 43 thereof. The border - sirip 43
is partially separated from the detective-
tongues by perforations orserrations 44, This
flap is preferably gummed from its inner edge
tothe outer end of its tongues 42, the border-
strip 43 being ungummed. Instead of apply-
ing the gum to the flap 40 it may be applied
to the outer face of the flaps 20 and 30, oppo-
site the detective-tongues 42. The overlying
final sealing-flap 50 is provided with similar
slits 51, forming detective-tongues 52, united
at their inner ends with the body of the flap
and connected with one another at their outer
ends by the border-strip 53. This border-
strip 53 is partially separated from the outer
ends of the tongunes by a row of perforations
or serrations 54, which facilitate the detach-
ment of the border-strip. This flap is pro-
vided with a gummed surface 55, which ex-
tends from the inner edge of the inner face
of the flap to the outer edge of the tongues
52,and the border-strip 53 isungummed. In-
stead of the gummed surface 55 the end flaps
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20 and 30 may be gummed on their outer
faces opposite that portion of the flap which
is provided with the tongues 52.

In the manufacture of this envelope the
blank, as shown in Fig. 1,is stamped out and
the slits formed in the flap at the same time.
The slits may bein the form of slots, asshown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, or in slits, as in Fig. 4.
The gum may be applied to the parts at the
same time or subsequently, as desired. The
envelope is formed from the blank by first
folding inward the end flap 20, then folding

inward the end flap 80, the inner end-of the

flap 30 overlying the inner end of the flap 20.
The gummed surface 35 of the flap 30 is sealed
to the flap 20, while the border-strip 33 isleft
free. This border-strip is then tornoff along
the line of the serrations or perforations 34,
This tearing off of the border-strip 33 leaves
the detective-tongues 32 disconnected from
one another at their outer ends. ‘Then the
Lottom flap 40 is folded upward over the end
flaps and cemented thereto along its gummed
portion 45 and for a distance inward there-
from. The border-strip 43, which is un-
gummed, is then torn off, leaving the outer
ends of the detective-tongues 42 separated
one from another. The: envelope is then
ready for use.

In the use of this envelope thearticle tobe
inclosed is inserted in the usual manner, and
the top or final sealing-flap 50 is then folded
down over the back of the envelope and ce-
mented along its tongued portion to said back,
the border-strip being ungummed and un-
cemented. After the gummed surface is
gealed the border-strip 53 is torn off along
the line of the perforations 54, leaving the
tongues independent of one another at their
outer ends. The tongues may be crimped
more or less transversely, if desired, as shown
on the tongues 42 in Fig. 2. This erimping
serves as a further protection.
ive-tongues are preferably formed at all the
joints of the envelope, so as to afford thor-
‘ough protection thereto.

I regard TFig. 4 as the preferable form of.

envelope, the slits being narrow and the
tongues lying closely side by side, whereas
in the other figures alternate tongues have
been cut out.

I claim as my invention—

1. An envelope having an overlying flap

These detect-

provided with a series of slits adjacent to its
end, said slits forming a series of parallel de-
tective tongues which are united at their in-
ner ends with the body of the flap and at
their outer ends with a border strip, said bor-
der strip being adapted to be torn off after
sealing the outer ends of the detective strips
being independent of one another.

9. An envelope having an overlying flap
provided with a series of parallel slits form-
ing detective tongues, said tongues being con-
nected at their inner ends with the body of
the flap and at their outer ends with the bor-
der strip thereof, said border strip being par-
tially separated from the flap at the outer
ends of said tongues whereby it may be read-
ily severed from the flap after the latter is
sealed, leaving the outer ends of the detective
tongues independent of one another,

3. An envelope having an overlying {lap
provided with a series of slits forming de-
tective tongues, said detective tongues being
united at their inner ends with the body of
the flap and at their outer ends with the bor-
der strip thereof, the slitted portion of the
flap being provided with gum and the border
strip being ungummed and partiaily severed
from the flap along the ends of the detective
tongues for removal.

4. A safety envelope having an overlying
flap provided with a series of slits forming
detective tongues, said tongues being erimped
transversely and united at their inner ends
to the body of the flapand at their outer ends
to a border strip thereof, said flap being
adapted to be sealed along the tongued por-
tion and its border strip being ungummed
and partially severed and adapted to betorn
offafter sealing toleave said detective tongues
independent of each other.

5. An envelope in which both anend and a
side flap are provided at their edges with a
series of detective tongues independent of
one another at their outer ends and all sealed
to the back, said envelope having a final seal-
ing flap provided with slits and intermediate
detective tongues and with a detachable bor-
der strip connecting the outer ends of said
tongues.

OREN ANDREW.

Witnesses:

W. P. MAyo,
J. M. THOMPSOXN.
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