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FOLDING TENNIS RACKET. 

Application filed November 30, 1827. Scrial No. 236,763, 

This invention relates to improvements in 
tennis rackets and which embodies among 
other characteristics a handle foldably 
mounted thereon. - 

Another object of the invention compre 
hends gripping portions carried by the han 
dle adapted for engagement with the racket 
proper. 
A further object of the invention contem 

plates a coiled spring adapted to provide a 
racket frame. 
More specifically stated wires are 

stretched from the coiled spring, rather than 
strands of gut which can not be used during 
inclement weather. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention further consists of the follow 
ing novel features and details of construc 
tion, to be hereinafter more fully described, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
and pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is an elevation of the invention. 
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on line 

2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a detail view of the hingedly 

connected end of the handle member. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary elevation of one 

of the sections of the handle member. 
Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view 

taken through the connecting portion of the 
sectional handle member. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, where 
in like character's of reference denote cor 
responding parts, the reference characters 
10 and 11 indicate complemental handle 
sections which, as shown, are semi-circular 
in cross section and which when positioned 
for active use have the side edges thereof 
lying flush with the side edges of the com 
panion section to provide a cylindrical han 
dle member. Each of the sections being 
provided with depressions or pockets 12 and 
13 respectively; the pocket 12 being tapered 
to accommodate the head of a bolt member 
14 whereas the depression or pocket portion 
13 is cylindrical to accommodate and permit 
rotation of a nut member 15 carried upon 
the tapped end of the bolt member 14. The 
bolt member is disposed adjacent the butt 
end of the completed handle. The sections 
10 and 11, as best illustrated in Figure 2 of 
the drawing, are tapered inwardly toward 
the uppermost end thereof and which termi 
nate to provide horizontally disposed semi 
circular sleeve portions 16 which are adapt 

ed to receive through openings 17 in the 
side walls thereof, a bolt member 18, the 
purpose of which will be presently apparent. 
The frame for the racket is preferably 

composed of a coiled spring 19 of a com 
paratively heavy gauge. A shaft 20 ex 
tended within the ends of the spring 19 is 
adapted to be positioned between the semi 
circular sleeve member's 16 and adapted to 
receive the bolt member 18 therethrough. 
The bolt member 18 when tightened will not 
only prevent displacement of the shaft 20 
but which will also cause the semi-circular 
sleeve portions 16 to rigidly engage the por 
tions of the spring member 19 therebetween 
and against said shaft. 

Instead of stretching gut or other strings 
upon the racket frame or frame member 19, 
I have employed wires 21 which will per 
mit use of the racket without injury during 
inclement or adverse weather conditions. 
The improved type of racket may be man 

ufactured in great numbers and sold at 
nominal cost, due to the fact that the season 
ing of lumbel employed for making the 
frames is obviated as well as the costly and 
constant restringing of rackets with gut and 
other preparations. 

It is to be noted that by loosening the 
bolt member 18, and removal of the bolt 14, 
the entire handle member, composed of the 
sections 10 and 11 may be folded upon the 
lacket frame or be entirely removed there 
from when it is desired to store or carry 
the same, inasmuch as the sleeve portions 
will be free to pivot about the shaft 20 to 
Occupy the dotted line position as illustrated 
in Figure 1 of the drawing. 
The invention is susceptible of various 

changes in its form, proportions and minor 
details of construction, and the right is 
herein reserved to make such changes as 
properly fall within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
Having described the invention, what is 

claimed is:- 
1. A racket comprising a frame, wholly 

composed of a length of coiled spring, a 
handle for the racket, and means foldably 
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mounting the handle upon the frame, being 
adapted to prevent distortion thereof. 

2. A tennis racket comprising a frame, 
said frame being composed of a length of 
coiled spring, a handle for the racket con 
sisting of companion sections, gripping por 
tions carried by each of the sections being 
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adapted for engagement with Said frame, 
and means for detachably connecting the 
gripping portions of the handle members 
with said frame. 

3. A tennis jacket comprising a frame 
composed of a length of coiled spring hav 
ing a latting of wire stretched thereon, a 
handle member coposed of complemental 
sections, semi-circular sleeve portions hori 
zontally disposed upon the ends of the sec 
tions hoing adapted for registration to pro 
vide a gripping portion fol' said spring, and 
a shaft having connection with the ends of 
the spring within the gripping enclosure as 
defined by the semi-circular sleeve portions, 

4. A tennis racket comprising a frame 

1,673,614 

composed of a length of coiled spring hav 
is a hitting of wire stretched thcreon, a 
hildle non be composed of complemental 
sections, semi-circular sleeve portions hori- : 
zontally disposed upon the ends of the sec 
tions losing adapted or registration to pro 
vie a grilling portion f ' s: il spring, a 
sh: It havinor collection with the ends of 
the spring within the tripling enclosure as 
tlefile y h( sei-circular sleeve fortions, 
and (; )s for detachably connecting and 
foldably nonting said handle upon the 
flane. 

In testimony whereof I afix my signature. 
REy. JOSEPH BOENING. 


