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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Patrick L. Fanngx,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at New York, in the county of
New Yr(;rk, State of New York, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements
in Package Holders; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to package holders.

Certain_articles are sold in paper pack-
ages which are usually carried by the pur-
chaser until the articles in the package are
consumed.  If the package be unfolded or
mutilated in order to make the contents ac-
cessible to permit the removal of one or more
of the articles, thereafter it does not con-
stitute an efficient container for the re-
maining articles in the package. For in-
stance, certain brands of cigarettes are sold
in paper packages, and it is the custom to
open these packages by unfolding the flaps
at one end thereof, or by tearini
otherwise mutilating a part of the package
to make the cigarettes accessible. e cig-
arettes are removed as needed through the

opening so made. The paper package isusu-

ally carried by the purchaser until all of the
cigarettes are consumed. If the package be
originally opened by unfolding the flaps at
the end thereof, it must be closed each time
one of the cigarettes is removed by refold-
ing the flaps, and this unfolding and re-
folding of the flaps at the end of the pack-
age is a time consumin%1 and awkward pro-
cedure. On the other hand, if an opening
be torn in the package, or the package be
otherwise mutilated, an opening is formed
in the package which cannot be closed, and
the universal objection to this procedure is
that the package no longer forms an effi-
cient container for the cigarettes as they
frequently discharge themselves through the
opening into the pocket of the purchaser.
One object of this invention is to facili-
tate the removal of cigarettes from a paper
package of the kind referred to above, and
to render the package serviceable as an
efficient container unfil all the cigarettes
are consumed.
Another ob{ect is to

provide & holder for
yieldingly holding,

in 1ts clogsed position, a

2 hole or-

-2 and 4.

package or container of that type which may
be opened and closed by a hinge-like action
of one part upon another. : :

Another object is to provide means for
rendering a paper package serviceable as a

container until its contents are consumed, |

such container being capable of being opened
and closed by a hinge-like action of one part
upon another. ,

"The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, in which— '

igure 1 is a perspective view of the im- -

proved holder applied to a cigarette pack-
age; ;

Figure 2 is a horizontal section through
the center of the package 'shown in Figure
1, the section being taken just above the
holder; :

Figure 8 is a perspective view showing
the package in its open position ; '

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of
the holder with the hinge parts disassem-
bled to show the ‘construction thereof; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view illustrat-
ing a different manner of applying the hold-
er to the package. :

"The improved holder may be used with
any kind of a package which is capable of
being opened by a hinge-like action of one

-part upon another, but it was designed es-

pecially for use in connection with a cig-
arette package to facilitate the removal of
the cigarettes from the package, and to
render the cigarette package servicealle as
an efficient container until all the cigarettes
are consumed, and for this reason the in-
vention will be described as ap lied to a
cigarette package. It should under-
stood, however, that the invention is not
limited to this particular use. o
The cigarette package is shown at 1 and,
in the present instance, is of a type which
is very commonly used. This particular
type of fackage is usually made of several
layers of paper folded and sealed to form
an enclosing container for the cigarettes.
By ‘using an inexpensive container of this
type the cost of the cigarettes to the con-
sumer ‘may be kept at the minimum. The
holder is shown at 2 and may comprise a
band of metal or other suitable material
composed of two sections 3 and 4 connected
by means of a hinge 5, shown in Figures
As stated a?bove, the hinge in
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Figure 4 is shown disassembled to make
its construction clear. It may be any suit-
able type of hinge. In the present instance
it is formed by providing lugs 6 on the
hinge sections 3 and 4, through which
passes a hinge pin 7. ‘A coiled spring 8
surrounds the pin 7, and its extremities co-
act with the sections 3 and 4 to yieldingly
hold the.sections of the band in the posi-
tion shown in Figure 1. The band may be
applied to the package by inserting the
package into the band. the band having been
especially designed for a particular size

package, so that it will snugly engage the.

same.

When it is desired to open the package it
may be cut along the top and bottom faces
and along that face which is opposite to
the hinge 5. In other words, the package
is cut along three sides so that it may be
opened by a hinge-like action, as shown in
Figure 3, a part of the fourth side 9 serv-
ing as a hinge. When the package is so cut,
it is obvious that it may be opened at any
time by forcing the two sections of the
package apart, so that one part of the pack-
age will swing with a hinge-like action on
the other part. The hinge 5 of the band
2 permits this hinge-like action of one part
of the package on the other. The cigarettes,
shown at 10 in Figure 8, are then readily
accessible, and after the removal of one or
more cigarettes, the band 2, which tends
to remain in its closed position by reason
of the spring 8, closes the package and
holds: the two parts thereof together.

The adjacent ends of the band 2 may be
left plain as in Figure 1, or they may be
bent upon themselves as shown at 11 in
Figure 3, so that the edges of the package
formed by the cutting action may be insert-
ed in the grooves thus formed. This will
prevent collapsing of the paper package af-
ter a number of the cigarettes have been
removed therefrom. Of course, if the pack-
age be made of material which is suffi-
ciently stiff and rigid, the bent extremities
11 may be dispensed with as in Figure 1.

If desired, the packages that are to be

used with the band 2 may be especially

manufactured for the purpose, in whic
case a string 12 may be incorporated in
three walls of the package as shown in Fig-
ure 1, so that when the string is pulled by
the purchaser it will tear three walls of
the package and open the same, so that
one-half of the package will be automati-
cally hinged to the other half as exemplified
in Figure 3. ‘

The band may be sold with the package,
or it may be applied to the package by the
purchaser, in which event he may use the
same band successively for a number of
packages. If the band be supplied with
the package it may be applied to the same
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as shown in Figure 1, or it may be so
incorporated with the package that it is
covered by the outer layer 13 of the pack-
age as shown in Figure 5. In this event,
the outer layer 13 will prevent collapsing
of the package as the number of cigarettes
therein is reduced and, therefore, it may be
unnecessary to employ the bent extremi-
ties 11.

It will now be seen that by opening the
ackage in the manner described above, and
y employing a holder of the type herein

described, the paper package of the type
usually employed for holding certain grades
of cigarettes and which ordinarily does not
constitute an efficient container for the ciga-
rettes after it has once been opened, is
rendered serviceable and efficient as a con-
tainer until all of the cigarettes are con-
sumed. In spite of the fact that the con-
tainer may be made of inexpensive mate-
rial, such as paper, the application of an
inexepsive band of the type herein described
permits the package to Ii:a used as a con-
tainer of that type which may be opened
and closed by a hinge-like action of one part
upon another.

As stated above, the band may be used
with packages of other types than that here-
in described, but at present it seems. that
the chief value of the holder is for use in
connection with cigarette packages of the
inexpensive paper type for converting the
same into an efficient container which may
be opened and closed by a hinge-like action
of one part upon another.

What I claim is:

1. A holder for packages which are
adapted to open about a part which serves
as 8 hinge, comprising a band adapted to en-
circle the package and consisting of a pair
of hinged sections, and means to yieldingly
hold the band in its closed position, whereby
the band when applied to the package with
the hinging axis of the band adjacent to and
parallel with the hinging axis of the pack-
age will open with the package and will
yieldingly hold the package in its closed po-
sition. .

9. A device for use with packages which
are adapted to open about a part which
serves as a hinge, comprising a band adapt-
ed to encircle the package, said band being
split so as to onen with a hinge-like action
along a line substantiallv opposite the split,
and means for yieldingly holding said band
closed, whereby the band when applied to
the package with the hinging axis of the
band adjacent to and paralle] with the hing-
ing axis of the package will open with the
package and will yieldingly hold the pack-
age in its closed position.

3. A device for use with packages which
are adapted to open about a part which
serves as a hinge, comprising a band adapt-
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ed to encircle the package, said band bein
split so as to open at the split, and the ban
being yieldingly held in its closed position,
whereby the band when applied to the pack-
age with that part opposite the split in jux-
taposition with the hinging axis of the pack-
age will open with the package and will
vieldingly hold the package in its closed
position.

4. The combination with a package adapt-
ed to open about a part which serves as a
hinge, of a holder comprising a pair of
hinged sections adapted to at least partly
surround the package, said helder being ap-
plied to the package with the hinging axis
of the band adjacent to and parallel with
the hinging axis of the package and means
for yieldingly helding said sections in a po-
sition which will yieldingly hold the package
in its closed position.

5. The combination with a package adapt-
ed to be opened about a part which serves
as a hinge, of a holder comprising a split
band adapted to at least partly surround

23 the package, said band being applied to the

package with that part opposite the split in
juxtaposition with the hinging axis of the
package and said band being yieldingly

3

held in a position that will hold the pack-
age closed.

6. The combination with a paper package
provided with means for splitting the pa?:i—
age along three sides thereof whereby the
package may be opened about a part of the
fourth side which serves as a hinge, of a
holder comprising a band adapted to at least
partly surround the package and having two
hinged sections adapted-to be applied to the
package with the hinging axis of the band
adjacent to and parallel with the hinging
axis of the package and means for yielding-
ly holding said sections in a position that
will yieldingly hold the package in its closed
position.

7. A holder for packages that are adapt-
ed to be opened about a part which serves
as a hinge comprising a split band adapted
to at least partly encircle the package, said
band being adapted to be applied to the
package with that part opposite the split in
juxtaposition with the hinging axis of the
package and said band being yieldingly -
held in a position that will yieringly hold
the package closed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

PATRICK L. FANNEN.
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