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The present invention consists of a com-
bined collapsible stretcher and easel or sup-
port for posters or the like and is particularly
applicable for posters composed of a sheet of
flexible material bound at both ends by stiit-
ening bars. Heretofore various devices of
this kind have been proposed but invariably,
such devices are more or less complicated and
difficult to set up because they are made up
of a number of separated parts which must
be put together in'the setting up of the de-
vice for use.

In order to facilitate shipping and storage,
flexible posters of the kind to which the pres-
ent invention is most applicable are usually
rolled up around one of the end stitfening
bars and packed together with the easel with-
in an ordinary mailing tube.

The improved easel or support has all the
advantages of the previously proposed de-
vices and with the additional advantage that
the improved device is composed of the mini-
mum number of unseparated parts which may
be easily set up into the operative position
even by an inexperienced person. With the
improved device a stretcher bar is employed
and this bar is made up of two rod sections of
spring material, either wire or preferably the
rods are composed of a fibrous wood which
will permit of bending to exert tension suffi-
clent to spread the stiffening bars of the poster
apart and thereby stretch the poster into a
taut condition. The two sections of the
stretcher member are united by a frictional
joint arranged so that one section will slide
with relation to the other to permit shorten-
ing of the device to a length equivalent to or
less than the width of the poster.

A prop is provided which in conjunction
with the frame or stiffening bar member pre-
viously mentioned, provides an easel support
for the poster. Said prop is hingedly united
with a device which holds the fension rods,
A self-engaging interlocking device is inter-
posed which will be engaged so as to retain
the said prop in its angular or operative po-
sition. Said interlocking device may be read-
ily disengaged so that the prop, along with
the tension bars, can be brought together to
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permit rolling up of the poster around the
said stiffening members. :

Another feature of the present invention is
the provision of means for preventing the
turning of the tension bars, so that the easel
may not be closed into a position wherein the
poster will topple over.

The improved device and the several novel
features thereof will be more fully described
hereinafter with reference to the accompany-
ing drawing wherein—

Figure 11s a perspective view showing the
back of the display or poster in the set up
position; ‘

Figure 2 is a side elevation partly in sec-
tion showing the easel in its operative posi-
tion; :

Figure 3 is an enlarged side elevation show-
ing the improved device employed for uniting
the tension bars and prop together;

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 but
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showing the improved union device in its

closed position; and

Figure b is a detail view showing a form

of means employed to prevent turning of the
tension rods within their seat.

Referring to said drawing, the improved
device is shown as applied to a poster 1 pref-
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erably composed of flexible material com-

monly employed such as paper backed with
cloth to strengthen the same. Stiffening bars
2—3 are secured respectively to the top and
hottom edge of said poster so as to stretch
wie poster sheet laterally. A tension or
stretching device is provided which com-
prises rods 4—5 secured at their free ends
to the stiffening bars 2—3 by insertion of said
device in holes 6 providing sockets to receive
and retain said ends. The two rod sections
4—15 ave united together by a double ferrule
or tubular member 7 which frictionally holds
the rods in an adjusted position. It is, how-
ever, only necessary that one of the rods
should slide within said joint; therefore the
end of one rod 4, for example, is tightly held
within said ferrule and the other rod 5 is
allowed a sliding movement so that the
stretcher bar complete may be closed to a
width not greater than the width of the
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poster so as to permit enclosing of the device
within the rolled up .poster. ‘

" A'supporting leg or prop is provided with

said easel device and this prop consists of a
leg 8 which is free at one end and held in a

‘tubular holder or ferrule 9 at the other end.

Said rod 8 is tightly engaged within said
holder 9 which is pivotally connected at 10
to the double ferrule device 7. This arrange-
ment is to permit the opening of -the prop
into the angular supporting position as
shown and also permit closing of the prop
in a position parallel with the tension rods
4—75. Both the single ferrule 9 and double
ferrule 10 are preferably made of sheet metal
doubled over so as to form sockets for the
rods and means are provided on said ferrule
or holders to interlock under self-action so
as to retain the supporting prop 8 in the op-
erative position. Said means comprises the
fin'11 on the single ferrule and fin 12 on the
double ferrule. In the single ferrule-the fin
11 is composed of double stock brought tight-
ly together. The fin 12 is also made of double
stock but slightly spread apart so as to re-
ceive the fin 11 therebetween when the prop
is in its closed position. One side of the fin
12 is cut out to provide lip or projection 13
and it will be noted, in the open position, the
edge of fin 11 engages the e ,%e of the lip 13
so as to prevent closing up of the prop.
With the arrangement of the connecting
means for the rods, as above described, when
the device is in its closed position.one of
the rods 4, for example, is pushed down
through its retaining socket in the double

“ferrule 7 as shown in Figure 4.. The prop

~ or leg 8 is pushed in the position to lie sub-
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stantially parallel with the tension rods 3
and 4. In this position the easel or support
complete may be enclosed within the rolled
up poster without.detaching or separating
any of the parts thereof.
‘When it is desired to set

the poster in the

© display position the rods 4 and 5 are drawn

out to the length required and the ends there-
of are inserted in the sockets in the stiffen-
ing bars 2—38. The rods are maintained un-
der tension so as to be slightly curved and
this curvature together with the friction in

" the sockets of the ferrule 7 will firmly retain

the rods in their adjusted position. To form

- 8 support the prop 8 is opened out and the
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fin 11 engages the lip or projection 13 there-
by preventing the self or accidental closing
of the prop support. )
In practice it is found that the tension
rods, when in the operative position, have
a tendency to turn within the socket so as
to bring the supporting leg 8 close up to
the poster and in this position of the sup-
porting leg the poster will not be held in the
standing position. To prevent this turning
movement, one end of one of the tension rods
5 for example, carries a ferrule 14 having

1,870,708

barbs or points 15 which are embedded in

the bottom of the stiffening bar 3 which is
preferably composed of wood so as to per-
mit penetration of these barbs.

It is evident that certain modifications may
be made in carrying out the hereinbefore
described invention and it is intended that
any modification coming fairly within the
terms of the appended claims shall be cov-
ered thereby. - ' '

Iclaim: -

Y5

1. A combined stretcher and supporting

device for a flexible poster comprising stiff-
ening bars at each end of said poster, a
stretcher bar composed of a pair of resilient
rods united together by a double ferrule or
tubular member which permits of a relative
sliding movement under frictional restraint
of said rods for adjustment, and a sufport-
ing prop hingedly connected to said ferrule
or tubular member. ‘ . .
2. A combined stretcher and supportin
device for a flexible poster ¢omprising stiff-
ening bars at:-each end of said poster, a
stretcher bar composed of a pair of resilient
rods united together by a double ferrule or
tubular member which permits of a rélative
sliding movement under frictional restraint
of said rods for adjustment, a supporting
prop hingedly connected to said ferrule or
tubular member, and interlocking means
whereby said prop is maintained in its open
or operative position. _ ,
8. An easel or support of the class described
composed of a pair of rods, a slip joint com-
posed of a holder uniting said rods, said

-holder comprising a duplex socket device in

which said rods slide relatively to each other
under frictional restraint, a supporting prop
connected to said holder, and automatically
interlocking means whereby said prop is
maintained in its operative position.

4. A device of the class deseribed compris-
ing a pair of rods, a device for uniting said

rods together so as to permit rélative shding .
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movement thereof, said device being in the

form of a double ferrule having laterally pro-
jecting fins, a prop or supporting member rig-
1dly held in a socket, said socket being in the
form of a ferrule having a fin pivotally con-
nected between the fins of said double ferrule,
and said fins forming self-engaging means
for retaining said prop in its operative posi-
tion. '

5. A device of the class described compris--

ing a pair of rods, a device for uniting said
rods together so as to permit relative shding
movement thereof, sald -device being in the
form of a double ferrule having laterally pro-
jecting fins, a prop or supporting member rig-
1dly held in a socket, said socket being in the
form of a ferrule having a fin pivotally con-
nected between the fins of said double fexiu.le,
means for retaining said prop in its operative
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position, and said means comprising a lip or
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rojection on one of the fins of said double
errule engaging the fin of said socket.
6. An easel or suﬁpport for a poster or the
- like comprising stiffening on cross bars form-
g ing a part of the poster, said easel being com-
posed of a pair of rods united together by a
~device fpermitting relative sliding movement
thereof, a prop member hinged to said device,
said rods If)e g restrained from turning by
10 Mmeans comprising a ferrule at one end oI one
of said rods and a receiving socket in one of
said cross bars, said ferrule having prongs or
projections which are embedded in the receiv-
ing socket, and said restraining action operat-
15 ing to retain said prop in its operative posi-
tion. '
7. In.a device of the class described, a
“stretcher or tension means composed of a pair
of relatively slidable parallel resilient rods
g0 or members united by a frictional joining
means, said means comprising a double fer-
rule or member in which one of said rods is
permitted a sliding movement, and & support-
ing prop or leg hingedly connected to said
o5 ferrule. ‘
In testimony whereof I affix mg signature.
' " MORRIS M. EINSON.
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