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To all whom it may concerw?

Be it known that I, JOSEPH B. MAY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lexing-
ton, in the connty of Fayette and State of Ken-
tucky, have invented a new and useful Fas-
tener for Mail Bags or Pouches, of which the
following is a speclﬁcatlon

My 1nventlon relates to mail-bags, and has
forits object to produce a device of th1s kind
which ean be manufactured cheaply and oper-
ated expeditiously, and it can be used for all:
clagses of mail-matter, thereby avoiding the
necessity for bags of different constructions
for different classes of mail-matter as used at
the present time.

With this objectin view my invention con-
sists in the improved construction of a mail-
bag,as will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings,in which the
samereference-numeralsindicate correspond-
ing parts in each of the views in which they
oceur, Figure 1 represents my improved mail-
bagopen. Fig.?2isasimilar view of the same
closed. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view
taken through the lock wheu in its closed posi-

tion, the same being.shown ready for-closing

Fig. 4 is a sectional view
taken at right angles to Fig. 8. Figs. 5 and
6are detail views of portions of thelock. Fig.
7 is a similar view of one form of lock forthe
same. Fig. 8isasimilar view of another form
of lock, and Fig. 9 is a transverse secmonal
view throuwh Flo 8.

In Shlpplno‘ mail: matter the bag in which
first-class matter is forwarded is always more
securely locked than the other class matter,
asitis of morevalue, and greater care is taken
to prevent its injury and also to prevent
removal of any portion from the bag while
in transit, except by the anthorized peison.
‘Where a d1fferent1y constructed bag is used
for this purpose from that which is used for
the otherclass mail, it requires a greaternums-
ber of bags to properly transmit the mails,
as the bags used for the other classes cannot
be used for the first class and the bags for the
first class are not so desirable for the other
classes.

In my improved mail-bag I have produced
a device which can be used with equal -facil-
ity for all classes of mail-matter and which

in dotted lines.

can be handled more expeditiously for first-
class matter than is possible with the bags
nowin use. ‘Toaccomplish thisobject,Icon-
struct the upper portion of the bag 1 from a
more flexible material, as shown at, 2, which
will permit of the mouth of the baQ being
closed or contracted, as shown at 3. The up-
.per portion of the mouth of the bag is pro-
vided with the usual gamuts or openings 4 to
permit of the bag being hung upon the rack
“for the entrance of the mail in the usual man-
ner. To facilitate the folding of the mouth
of the bag and help to xemfowe the same, I
prefer to secure Iemfommwsmps 5 upon one

or both sides of the bag from the gamuts to’

the top of the bag, ther ebyxendermfrtha,t por-
tion of the mouth morerigid than the remain-

ing portion, thus causing the material to fold'

between the strips.

Secured at one'end to one side or pomon
of the bag below the mouth at asuitable dis-
tance from the gamuts is a closing-strap 6,
which is caused to enecircle thé mouth of the
‘bag after it has been collapsed or folded to-
:rrethel within the hand and detachably se-
cured at its opposite end in any suitable
manner. The secured end of the strap 6 fits
within one end of a base-piece 7 and is se-
cured therein by means of a staple 8, which
extends through the base, through the strap,
through the label-holder tab 9, and through
the bottom plate 10 and firmly riveted, so as
to rigidly hold all of said members together.
The parts are then secured to the side of the
mail-bag by means of rivets 11, which pass
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through the tab above and below the base

and, if desired, at the lower end of the tab,
‘although I prefer to leave the tab loose for
manipulation'in inserting and removing the
station-card holder and as'a handhold to as-
sist in closing the bag. By locating the up-
per or open end of . the label- holdel suffi-

‘clently close to the lower edge of the base-.

plate the holder will normally stand in the
same plane with the base, and thus prevent
the accidental removal of the card from the
holder; but by bending the tab between the
base and the holder the holder can be thrown
at such an angle to the base as will permit of
the insertion or removal of the station-card.
The staple 8 is located at.one'end of the base,
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while the other end of the base is provided
with a projection or pocket 12 and with a
slightly-ineclined lip or projection 13.

The free end of the strap is slotted longi-
tudinally, as shown at 14, and is provided
with a short hasp 15, the inner edge of which
is extended,as shown at 16, to form a toe for
entering the pocket 12 and acting as a sepa-
rable hinge-lever in opening and closing the
mouth of the bag. The hasp is preferably
formed in the shape of an open-ended loop,
through which the strap extends and within
which it is adjustably secured by means of
serews or rivets 17. - The tip of the strap is
perforated, as shown at 18, for the reception
of one kind of a lock, as shown at 19.

In manipulating a bag as above described
the mouth is elosed by folding ‘the material
back and forth in one hand and passing the
strap around the same with the other. ~As
soon as the free end of the strap has been
brought around far enough it is partially
doubled back apon itself at the hasp, so as

- to cause the toe to project forward a suffi-.

eient distance to enter the pocketinthebase.
As soon as this is accomplished the free end
of the hasp is moved forward until the loop
therein will pass down over the staple. As

portion «of the staple, and the bag is closed
and ready fortransportation. DByextending

the toe of the hasp at an angle and causing |
. it to engage with the pocket of the base be-

low the hasp and the strap when the bag is

closed the main portion of thestrain npon the .

partsis borne by the baseand toeof the hasp,
and the liability of the hasp being thrown

off the staple is reduced to a minimum, and.
a very light lock can be used for insertion
through the staple to hold the hasp in posi--

tionand lock the bag. Ifatanytimeitisde-
sired to ehange the location of the hasp upon
the strap to cause it to properly close thebag,
it ean be readily adjusted by removing the

serews 17 and inserting them through other:
holes in the strap after the hasp has been:
moved the required distance upon the strap. .

The lip 13 is preferably curved to permit of

the strap being drawn over it readily, and it -

is of sufficient length to prevent the material
of the bag from being eanght between the toe

of the hasp and the strap after the toe has:
been placed in the pocket and the haspisbe-

ing swung over so as to cause its slotted por-
tion to engage with the staple.

In using my improved mail-bag for the use:

of other than first-class matter I prefer to use
the form of lock shown in Fig. 7, in which
the lock is formed from a suitable piece of
wireor other material, the outer end of which
is provided with a head 20 and the inner por-
tion is-doubled upon itself a short distance,
as shown at 21, and has its end bent at right
angles thereto and formed into a partial eir-
cle, as shown at 22. The lock is made of
such a length that the free end of the circu-
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lar portion can be inserted through the staple
above the hasp and given a partial rotation,
which will bring the end of the U-shaped
bend or doubled portion 21 in position for be-
ing drawn through the hasp. In this posi-
tion the straight portion of the lock lies adja-
cent to the side of the staple, and any longi-
tudinal movement of the lock will only cause
its bent portion to engage with the legs of the
staple without permitting of the bent portion
being moved from between the legs, thereby
preventing the liability of accidental disen-
gagement of thelock from the staple. When
it is desired to remove the lock, a slight lat-
eral pressure npon the head of the same will

‘cause the tip 6f the strap tobe bent over suf-

ficiently far to permit of the passage of the
bent portion from between the staple, and a
partial rotation of the lock will entirely dis-
engage it from the staple, when the hasp may
be thrown off the stapleand the bag instantly
opened. . :

Another form of lock whieh can be used for
other than first-class matter consists of a
lateh 23, which is pivotally secured at oneend
of the base, so as to permit its hooked end
being moved across the slot 14 in position to

‘engage with the staple and prevent its re-

moval.  The inner-edge of the lateh may be
flanged or bent upward, so as toincrease the
strength of the latch and also to afford a'seat
for a spring-cateh 24, which:is adapted to en-
ter the slot and prevent the withdrawalof the
lateh until after the catch has been raised
out of the slot. The upper surface of the
hasp may be provided with a suitable recess
25 adjacent to the slot for the reception of
the catch when the latch has been withdrawn,
and thereby prevent the accidental movement
of the latch across the slot, which wounld pre-
vent the passage of the staple through the
slot when closing the bag. If.desired, thein-
ner wallof the recess could be made inclined,
s0 as to engage with the catch and foree it up
out of the recess when the lateh is foreed in-
ward by sufficient pressure.

If it should be desired to use the bag for the
transportation of first-class mail-matter, all
that would be necessary would be toclose the
bag in the usual mannerand insert the ordi-
nary key-loeck through the staple in the nsual
manner. If the form of lock shown in IFig.
7 were in the end of the strap, it could bere-
moved or permitted to remain, as desired, in
position for use when the bag was to be used
for the reception of other than first-class mail-
matter.

As above described, it is evident that a
mail-bag made in aceordance with my inven-
tion-will possess all the usual requisites for
seeuring and transporting first-class mail-
matter and which is equally applicable for
the reception and transportation of any-other
class of matter, thereby rendering it very de-
sirable in the handling of the mails. It is
also evident that slight changes and altera-
tions can he made in the construction of the
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same, and I reserve to myself theright to make
such changes and alterations as will come
within the scope of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to seeure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In combination with a mail-bag, the up-
per end of which is formed from flexible ma-
terial and provided with a base, of a strap se-
cured to one end of the base, a hasp secured
to the free end of the strap, one end of which
forms a toe and is adapted to be detachably
connected with the end of the base opposite
to the strap and means for locking the other
end of said hasp to the end of the base pro-
vided with the strap, substantially as de-
seribed. .

2. In combination with a mail-bag, the up-
per end of which is formed from flexible ma-
terial and provided with a base, one end of
which is provided with a staple and the other
end is provided with a pocket, of a strap se-

- cured in the staple end of the base, the free
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end of which is slotted longitudinally and pro-
vided with a slotted hasp, one end of which
is formed into a toe and adapted to be in-
serted in the pocket of the base and the slot-
ted portion is adapted to pass over the staple,
and means to prevent the removal of the hasp
from the staple, substantially as deseribed.

3. In combination with a mail-bag, the up-
per portion of which is formed from flexible
material and provided with a base secured
upon one side of the bag, one end of the base
being provided with a staple and the other
end being provided with a pocket and a down-
wardly-extending lip, of a strap secured to
the staple end of the base, the free end of
whieh is slotted longitudinally, a slotted loop-
shaped hasp upon the slotted portion of the
strap, the toe of which is bent at an angle
thereto and is adapted to enter the pocket of
the base, and the slotted portion is adapted
to pass over the stapleand be secured thereto,
substantially as described.

4. In combination with a mail-bag, the up-
per portion of which is flexible and provided
with a base, one end of which is provided
with a staple and the other end is provided
with a poeket, of a strap secured to the sta-
ple end of the base, the free end of which is
slotted longitudinally, a slotted loop-shaped
hasp upon the slotted portion of the strap, the
inner end of which is formed into a tip for
engaging with the pocket of the base, serews

through the other end of the hasp for detach-
ably connecting the hasp with the strap, and
means for locking the hasp upon the staple,
substantially as described.

5. In combination with a mail-bag, the up-
per portion of which is formed from flexible
material and provided with a base, ond end

-of which is provided with a staple and the

other end is provided with a pocket, of a strap
secured to the staple end of the base, the free
end of which is slotted longitudinally and per-

forated at its tip, a slotted loop-shaped hasp

on the slotted portion of the strap, the inner
end of which is provided with an inwardly-
inclined toe, in position to enter the pocket
of the base and the slotted portion is adapted
to fit over the staple, a longitudinally-mov-

-able rotatable lock through the perforation
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in the tip of the strap in position to engage -

with the staple and hold the hasp in itsclosed
position, snbstantially as described.

6. In combination with a mail-bag, the up-
per end of which is formed from flexible ma-
terial and provided with a base, one end, of
which is provided with a staple and the other
end with a pocket, of a strap secured to the
staple, the outer end of which is slotted lon-
gitudinally and provided with a perforation
in its tip, a slotted hasp upon the slotted por-
tion of the strap, the inner end of which is
formed into a toe for entering the pocket of
the base, and a lock through the perforation
at the tip of the strap, the outer end of which

is formed into a head and the inner end is-

doubled upon itself and has its end bent at an
angle thereto and formed into the segment of
a circle in position for passing through the
staple and locking the hasp against removal,
substantially as described. '

7. In combination with a mail-bag, the np-
per portion of which is provided with a base
and a label-holder tab, of a plate below the
tab, a strap within the base, a staple through
the base, through the strap, through the tab,
through the plate and riveted upon the under
side thereof, means upoun the free end of the
strap for securing it to the base, and a label-
holder upon the tab in position to have its
mouth normally closed by the base, substan-
tially as described.

JOSEPH B. MAY.

Witnesses: ‘
" CLARENCE SHAW,
GEO. E. TERRY,
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