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This invention relates to bust supports and has 
for its object improvements that will afford the 
Wearer great freedom of movement by preventing 
the shoulder straps falling over her shoulder ow 
ing to their becoming slack when she bends side 
wise. These improvements consist in leading the 
shoulder straps through a guide at a point or 
points at the back and afterwards fixing them to 
a point or points at the front of the Wearer. In 
this way any slackness in either shoulder strap 
is taken-up by the tightening of the other and 
thereby an equable tension in both of them is 
preserved with the result that the slipping of the 
shoulder strap over the lowered shoulder when 
the Wearer bends sidewise, is prevented by 
avoiding slackness, For the same purpose the 
straps may be made with a sufficient range of 
elasticity. 
According to the present invention two pock 

ets joined together side-by-side at a distance 
apart equal to that between the wearer's breasts, 
are provided with a lateral extension of the lower 
edge. On one or both sides, which is adapted to 
pass around the wearer's back to the outer edge 
of the other pocket or to the extremity of the 
other extension, where they are fastened to 
gether. A shoulder strap is attached at one end, 
to the upper edge of each of the aforesaid breast 
pockets and after passing Over the wearer's 
shoulder passes through one or more rings or 
other guides which are attached to or formed on 
the aforesaid lateral extension or other part at 
the back of the Wearer at or near the centre 
thereof, after which the extremities of the 
shoulder straps are led in opposite directions to 
the front where each is attached to the lower 
edge of One of the aforesaid pockets. When the 
shoulder straps cross at the back the free end of 
each is preferably attached at a point inter 
Sected by a line passing obliquely between the 
breast pockets from the point to which the other 
end of the same shoulder strap is attached, and 
when they are not crossed at the back the free 
end of each is preferably attached at a point 
intersected by a line passing obliquely between 
the breast pockets from the point to which the 
other end of the other shoulder strap is attached. 
The ring or rings through which the shoulder 
straps pass is or are preferably in such a posi 
tion as to be nearer to the neck than the end of 
the shoulder. 
In some cases the extremities of the base of 

the breast pockets may be attached to a lower 
garment by means of the lateral extensions. 
According to one mode of carrying out the 

(C. 2-42) 
present invention, the shoulder strap from the 
right-hand pocket passes over the right shoulder, 
thence through a ring at the centre of the Wear 
er's back which is secured to the lateral exten 
Sion or other part, wherea after it is led around 
the Wearer's left side to the front and attached 
to the lower edge of the pockets at a point in 
tersected by an oblique line passing between the 
Wearer's breasts from the top of the right-hand 
pocket. In this case the other shoulder strap 
WOuld pass over the left shoulder, through the 
ring and afterwards around the wearer's right 
side to the front where it would be attached to 
the lower edge of the pockets at a point inter 
Sected by an oblique line passing between the 
Wearer's breasts from the top of the left-hand 
pocket. With this arrangement any slackening 
in the right-hand shoulder strap occurring when 
the Wearer bends to the right would be taken up 
by the convex curvature on the other side of the 
body which would cause the shoulder strap to be 
drawn through the ring and so take up the slack. 

Alternatively, each shoulder strap may, after 
passing through the ring at the back, be led 
around the same side to the front and be at 
tached to the lower edge of the pockets at a 
point intersected by an oblique line passing be 
tween the wearer's breasts from the top of the 
pocket on the other side, whence any slackness 
due to the lowering of the shoulder on One side 
Would be taken up by the rising of the other 
shoulder whose shoulder strap will raise the up 
per edge of the pocket on that side. 

In either case the shoulder straps may be 
wholly or in part composed of elastic material 
in which case their greater length will preserve 
a greater uniformity of tension under variations 
Of streSS. 
In some cases two or more rings which may be 

triangular or of other suitable shape may be 
attached directly or indirectly to the aforesaid 
lateral extension. Or to other parts at the back 
of the Support, through Which rings the shoulder 
straps may pass in succession, for the purpose 
of guiding them in the desired direction in the 
manner hereinbefore indicated. 
In order that the invention may be clearly un 

derstood, it will now be more particularly de 
scribed with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of one construction 
of bust support according to the present inven 
tion, 

Figure 2 is a front view of the garment shown 
in Figure 1, 
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2 
Figures 3 and 4 are views similar to Figure 1 

showing alternative constructions, and 
Figure 5 is a detail illustrating a modification 

hereinafter referred to. 
According to the construction illustrated by 

Figures 1 and 2 the bust Support comprises two 
breast pockets ab joined together or formed in 
one piece and having their outer ends connected 
by an elastic extension c, stitched or other 
Wise Secured at d to the pocket a and attached 
by hooks and eyes e or other Suitable means to 
the pocket b. Shoulder straps fg respectively 
Secured at one end to the upper edges of the 
pockets ab pass over the shoulders and through 
a ring fl Secured as by Stitching i to the exten 
sion c, and are thereafter respectively led around 
the wearer's body on the same side as the shoul 
der over which they passed, to the front where 
they are suitably secured at points kil which are 
preferably in such positions that a line passing 
from each of them to the point of attachment of 
the other shoulder strap to the upper edge of the 
respective breast pocket, passes obliquely be 
tween the breast pockets. 

According to the construction illustrated by 
Figure 3, the Outer ends of the breast pockets are 
each provided With an elastic extension cl adapt 
ed to be hooked or otherwise fastened together at 
e1 and each shoulder strap fg passes through a 
Separate ring mi2 one of which is Secured to each 
extension cl. Preferably, the rings in 12 are con 
tained in open-ended pockets formed in the ex 
tensions cl as shown, in which case the extensions. 
may be formed double and their upper edges con 
nected with lines of Stitching O to limit the lateral 
movement of the shoulder straps. The rings min 
may conveniently be attached to the extensions cl 
by short tapes p as shown at the broken-away 
portion at the right of Figure 3. 
According to the construction shown in Figure 

4, the shoulder straps fg of a bust support similar 
to that shown in Figure 1 are crossed before pass 
ing through the ring secured to the extension c 
and afterwards led round the wearer's body on 
the opposite side to the shoulder over which they 
paSSed and are Secured in front at points 
which are preferably in such positions that the 
line between the points of attachment of the 
opposite ends of each shoulder strap passes 
obliquely between the wearer's breasts. The ring 
h1 which may be of any desired shape is shown as 
a rhombus having its sides tu So inclined that 
they are normal to a line that bisects the angle 
between the two parts of the respective shoulder 
straps fg. 
The modified ring a shown in Figure 5 for use 

with the garment shown in Figure l is triangular 
and the inclination of its sides is such that they 
are respectively, at right angles to the line bisect 
ing the angle between the two parts of each of the 
Straps fg. 

I clain: 
1. A bust Support having breast-supporting 

portions; Connecting means between the outer 
lateral extremities of said breast-supporting por 
tions; shoulder straps respectively secured at one 
end to Said breast-Supporting portions at points 
above each breast; a ring secured to said connect 
ing means through which said shoulder straps 
paSS and are thereafter led in opposite directions 
around the Wearer's body and means for fixing 
the free ends of Said shoulder straps at the front 
of the garment Substantially as set forth. 

2. A bust Support having breast-supporting 
portions; connecting means between the Outer 

2,156,478 
lateral extremities of said breast-supporting por 
tions; shoulder straps respectively secured at One 
end to said breast-supporting portions at points 
above each breast; open-ended pockets in said 
connecting means; guiding means situated Within 
Said open-ended pockets, through which said 
shoulder straps slidably pass and are thereafter 
led in opposite directions around the Wearer's 
body and means for attaching the free end of said 
shoulder straps to the front of the garment sub 
stantially as set forth. 

3. A bust Support comprising two breast pockets 
joined together; an elastic connection between 
the Outer lateral extremities of said breast pock 
ets; resiliently extensible shoulder straps respec 
tively Secured at one end to the top of each breast 
pocket; a ring secured to said elastic connection 
through which said shoulder straps pass and are 
thereafter led in opposite directions around the 
Wearer's body and a separate point of attachment 
for the free end of each shoulder strap at the 
front of the garment on a line passing obliquely 
between the breast pockets from the point of at 
tachment of the shoulder strap to the top of the 
breast pocket on the other side of the wearer's 
body. 

4. A bust support comprising two breast pock 
ets joined together; an elastic connection between 
the outer lateral extremities of said breast pock 
ets; resiliently extensible shoulder straps respec 
tively secured at one end to the top of each breast 
pocket; two rings secured to said elastic connec 
tion through one of which each shoulder strap 
respectively passes and are thereafter led in op 
posite directions around the wearer's body and 
a separate point of attachment for the free end of 
each shoulder strap at the front of the garment 
On a line passing obliquely between the breast 
pockets from the point of attachment of the 
shoulder strap to the top of the breast pocket 
on the other side of the wearer's body. 

5. A bust support comprising two breast pock 
ets joined together; an elastic connection between 
the Outer lateral extremities of said breast pock 
ets; resiliently extensible shoulder straps respec 
tively Secured at one end to the top of each breast 
pocket; guide means secured to said elastic con 
nection through which said shoulder straps pass 
and are thereafter led in opposite directions 
around the wearer's body and a separate point of 
attachment for the free end of each shoulder 
strap at the front of the garment on a line pass 
ing obliquely between the breast pockets from the 
point of attachment of the shoulder strap to the 
top of the breast pocket on the other side of the 
wearer's body. 

6. A bust support having breast-supporting 
portions; connecting means between the outer 
lateral extremities of said breast-supporting por 
tions; shoulder Straps respectively secured at one 
end to said breast-Supporting portions at points 
above each breast; guide means attached at the 
back of the Wearer through which said shoulder 
Straps slidably pass after being crossed over each 
other and are thereafter respectively led around 
the side of the wearer's body that is opposite to 
the shoulder over which they passed; and a sepa 
rate point of attachment for the free end of each 
shoulder strap at the front of the garment on a 
line passing obliquely between the breast-Sup 
porting portions from the point of attachment 
of its other end to the top of the breast pocket on 
the other side of the wearer's body. 
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