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To all. whom it may concern :

_ Be it known that I, ALBERT BRIDGES, of " the city
and county of New York, in the State of New York,
manufacturer and dealer in railroad supp'ies, car-fur-
nishings, and the like, have invented a new and im-
pioved Construetion of Car-Racks, by which I mean
the devices mounted over the heads of thie passengers at
each side of the car, to receive hats, coats, and other
articles; and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full and exact description theredf. y '

My invention relates to the material of the rack,
and the mode of its comstruction. )

I employ sheet metal, perforated, instead of . the
wire netting heretofore employed, and produge a rack
whieli is ‘stronger and more durable in proportion to
its weight than any before knowu. .

I also avoid the roughness of the front bar, which
is produced by coiling the wire about it in the ordina-
vy manner, and avoid the necessity for the covering of.
such roughness by an exterior casing, as has been re-~
_cently introduced. o

The accompanying drawings form a part of this
specification. :

Tigure 1 is a perspective view;

Tigure 2, a vertical section ; and .

Tigure 3, a section of a portion on.a larger scale.

Similar letters of reference indicate like parts inall
the figures.

A A are the side frames, which may be castings of
iron, lacquered, bronzed, or otherwise suitably orna-
mented and covered, and provided with the ordinary
means « a, for firm attachment to the side of the
car; :
B is the top bar connecting the upper ends of the
frame ; and

¢ ¢ are intermediate bars; and

D is the front bax.

All these parts may be of the ordinary or any suit-
able form and construction...

T is a sheet of hard brass, or otlier snitable metal,
punched with holes e. .

These holes lighten it, render it partially transpa-
rent, avoid the retention of water in case of any -acci-
dental wetting, or the like, and enable it generally to
perform all the fanetions of the ordinary open-work or

basket-rack; while the fact that the material is all in
a single sheet, gives it a degree of strength and dura-
bility which far excels that of the wire material. -

A% each edge the material B is let into the castings
A’ A, a groove being provided for the purpose.

At the front -it. does not embrace the front bar D,
but simply. abuts against it; and is itself embraced by

'a flat part or flange of a covering-sheet of sheet-brass

or other suitable mnaterial, as represented by G.

The flanges or flat edges of this sheet G are firmly
secured to the perforated metal E by riveting or-sol-
dering, or both. :

The upper edge of the material B may be joined to
the upper cross-bar B by similar means. :

I can make the perforatéd metal very cheaply and
rapidly by machinery, and can join the edges to the
bars B and D by the means described, more rapidly
and strongly than can be practiced with the wire.

- It will be obvious that the construction. of the front
bar D, and itg covering, is important. If wires sim-
ply embrace the front bar, as has been practiced until
very recéntly, the ronghness thus produced has a de-
structive effect on valises and other heavy articles
drawn across it.

The covering described.in a recent patent to W.G.
Creamer is an efficient protection against such evil;
but my invention allows the employment of a much
larger, and, consequently, much stouter cross-bar, D,
with the same size of exterior, and greatly economizes
tire cost. :

My invention: requires no covering analogous to
Creamer’s, but makes the niaterial which joins the ma-~
terial B to the cross-bar D itself smooth, so that it re-
quires no covering.

1 claim, as a new article of manufacture, the with-
in-described basket-rack, having perforated sheet metal
T ¢, connected and arranged relatively to the other
parts, as herein set forth. B

In testimony whereof I have hereunto seb my name
in presence of two subseribing wittiesses.

ALBERT BRIDGES.

"Witnesses:
A. HOERMAXY,
W C. DEY.




