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SYNCHRONIZING AN APPLICATION ON A FIG . 10 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the 
COMPANION DEVICE companion device in performing a method of synchronizing 

the application , according to some example embodiments . 
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED FIG . 11 is a block diagram illustrating relationships 

APPLICATIONS among media content , app - sync indicators , and supplemen 
tal content that is pertinent to the media content , according This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica to some example embodiments . tion Ser . No. 15 / 635,455 , filed on Jun . 28 , 2017 , which is a FIG . 12 is a block diagram illustrating components of a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser . No. 14 / 832,986 , 

filed on Aug. 21 , 2015 , which is a continuation of U.S. patent machine , according to some example embodiments , able to 
10 read instructions from a machine - readable medium and application Ser . No. 13 / 905,779 , filed on May 30 , 2013 , 

which applications are incorporated herein by reference in perform any one or more of the methodologies discussed 
their entireties . herein . 

TECHNICAL FIELD DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
15 

The subject matter disclosed herein generally relates to Example methods and systems are directed to synchro 
the processing of data . Specifically , the present disclosure nization of an application on a companion device . Examples 
addresses systems and methods to synchronize an applica merely typify possible variations . Unless explicitly stated 
tion on a companion device . otherwise , components and functions are optional and may 

20 be combined or subdivided , and operations may vary in 
BACKGROUND sequence or be combined or subdivided . In the following 

description , for purposes of explanation , numerous specific 
Media con may be transmitted over a network ( e.g. , a details are set forth to provide a thorough understanding of 

cable television network , the Internet , or a satellite television example embodiments . It will be evident to one skilled in the 
network ) and received by a media device that is communi- 25 art , however , that the present subject matter may be prac 
catively coupled ( e.g. , by a wired or wireless connection ) to ticed without these specific details . 
a display . For example , media content in the example form A media server machine ( e.g. , a computer system or other 
of a television show or sports event may be multiplexed into processing device ) may be configured ( e.g. , by one or more 
a transport stream and broadcast via the network to one or software modules ) to provide media content within a 
more media devices within users ' homes . Examples of such 30 datastream . This datastream may be provided to a media 
media devices include integrated receiver - decoders ( IRDs ) , device that is configured to present the media content on a 
personal video recorders ( PVRs ) , and other set - top boxes display ( e.g. , a primary display ) . Also , this datastream may 
( STBs ) that may be connected to a display ( e.g. , a television contain ( e.g. , contemporaneously ) an “ app - sync indicator ” 
screen , a video monitor , or other suitable display device ) . for the media content ( e.g. , an app - sync indicator that 
Such media devices may be configured to present ( e.g. , 35 corresponds to the media content ) . The app - sync indicator is 
display ) the media content on the display . a data structure that signals the media device to launch an 

application on a companion device ( e.g. , a tablet computer 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS or smart phone operable present additional content on a 

secondary display ) . By providing the app - sync indicator 
Some embodiments are illustrated by way of example and 40 with the media content ( e.g. , contemporaneously ) in the 

not limitation in the figures of the accompanying drawings . datastream , the launching of the application on the compan 
FIG . 1 is a network diagram illustrating a network envi- ion device may be synchronized with the media content . 

ronment suitable for synchronizing an application on a For example , the datastream may be a multiplexed trans 
companion device , according to some example embodi- port stream within which the media content is contained 
ments . 45 within a program stream , and the app - sync indicator may 

FIG . 2 is a block diagram illustrating components of a take the form of a table ( e.g. , an application information 
media server machine suitable for synchronizing the appli- table ( AIT ) or other table ) that is also multiplexed ( e.g. , as 
cation on the companion device , according to some example carousel data ) into the same transport stream , same program 
embodiments . stream , or both . This table , after being received by the media 
FIG . 3 is a block diagram illustrating components of a 50 device , may cause the media device to generate and send a 

media device suitable for synchronizing the application on launch instruction to the companion device . The launch 
the companion device , according to some example embodi- instruction , after being received by the companion device , 
ments . may cause the companion device to launch an application 
FIG . 4 is a block diagram illustrating components of the ( e.g. , begin executing the application ) while the media 

companion device , according to some example embodi- 55 content is being presented on the display by the media 
ments . device . 

FIG . 5 is a flowchart illustrating data flows within the The app - sync indicator may specify the application ( e.g. , 
network environment , according to some example embodi- a mobile app ) to be launched . Also , the app - sync indicator 
ments . may specify supplemental content to be presented by the 
FIG . 6 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the media 60 launched application . For example , the app - sync indicator 

server machine in performing a method of synchronizing an may specify that a web browser be launched with a particu 
application on the companion device , according to some lar uniform resource identifier ( URI ) ( e.g. , a uniform 
example embodiments . resource locator ( URL ) ) as input , so that the web browser 
FIG . 7-9 are flowcharts illustrating operations of the presents supplemental content identified by that particular 

media device in performing a method of synchronizing the 65 URI . As another example , supposing the media content is a 
application on the companion device , according some sports event ( e.g. , a baseball game in which a particular team 
example embodiments . is playing ) , the app - sync indicator may specify that a mobile 
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app ( e.g. , corresponding to the particular team ) be launched devices 130 and 150 may each be implemented in a com 
to present supplemental content that corresponds to the puter system , in whole or in part , as described below with 
sports event ( e.g. , information about individual players on respect to FIG . 12 . 
that particular baseball team ) . As a further example , where Also shown in FIG . 1 are users 132 and 152. One or both 
the media content is a sports event , ( e.g. , a football game ) , 5 of the users 132 and 152 may be a human user ( e.g. , a human 
the app - sync indicator may specify that a web browser or being ) , a machine user ( e.g. , a computer configured by a 
app be launched to present supplemental content in the form software program to interact with the companion device 
of streaming video that depicts an alternate camera angle 130 ) , or any suitable combination thereof ( e.g. , a human 
( e.g. , different from a primary camera angle depicted in the assisted by a machine or a machine supervised by a human ) . 
media content ) . Accordingly , the supplemental content may 10 The user 132 is not part of the network environment 100 , but 
be pertinent to the media content , may correspond to the is associated with the companion device 130 and may be a 

user of the companion device 130. For example , the com media content , and may reference the media content , while panion device 130 may be a desktop computer , a vehicle yet being separate , distinct , independent , and different from computer , a tablet computer , a navigational device , por the media content . Additional details of various example 15 table media device , or a smart phone belonging to the user embodiments are discussed below . 132. Likewise , the user 152 is not part of the network 
FIG . 1 is a network diagram illustrating a network envi- environment 100 , but is associated with the companion 

ronment 100 , according to some example embodiments . The device 150. As an example , the companion device 150 may 
network environment 100 includes a media server machine be a desktop computer , a vehicle computer , a tablet com 
110 , a database 115 , a web server machine 120 , a media 20 puter , a navigational device , a portable media device , or a 
device 140 , and companion devices 130 and 150. The media smart phone belonging to the user 152 . 
server machine 110 and the media device 140 may be Any of the machines , databases , or devices shown in FIG . 
communicatively coupled to each other via a network 190 1 may be implemented in a general - purpose computer 
( e.g. , a cable television network , satellite television network , modified ( e.g. , configured or programmed ) by software to be 
the Internet , a cellular telephone network , any other network 25 a special - purpose computer to perform one or more of the 
capable of communicating digital data , or any suitable functions described herein for that machine , database , or 
combination of networks ) . The companion devices 130 and device . For example , a computer system able to implement 
150 may each be communicatively coupled to the media any one or more of the methodologies described herein is 
server machine 110 , the web server machine 120 , or both , by discussed below with respect to FIG . 12. As used herein , a 
another network 192 ( e.g. , a telephone network , a cellular 30 “ database ” is a data storage resource and may store data 
network , a cable Internet network , a local area network structured as a text file , a table , a spreadsheet , a relational 

database an object - relational database ) , a triple store , a ( LAN ) , a wide area network ( WAN ) , or any suitable com 
bination thereof ) . In addition , one or both of the companion hierarchical data store , or any suitable combination thereof . 

Moreover , any two or more of the machines , databases , or devices 130 and 150 may be communicatively coupled to 35 devices illustrated in FIG . 1 may be combined into a single the media device 140 ( e.g. , by an infrared ( fit ) or wireless machine , and the functions described herein for any single peer - to - peer LAN , or other suitable connection ) . machine , database , or device may be subdivided among 
As noted in FIG . 1 , the media server machine 110 may be multiple machines , databases , or devices . 

or include a cable television server , satellite television The network 190 and the network 192 each may be a 
service , or both . The database 115 may store media content 40 network that enables communication between or among 
( e.g. , movies , television shows , sports events , educational machines , databases , and devices ( e.g. , the media server 
programs , newscasts , or portions thereof , such as individual machine 110 and the companion device 130 ) . Accordingly , 
scenes , clips , cuts , or frames of such media content ) , appli- one or both of the network 190 and 192 may be a wired 
cations ( e.g. , mobile app ) that may correspond to media network , a wireless network ( e.g. , a mobile or cellular 
content , supplemental content for media content , or any 45 network ) , or any suitable combination thereof . One or both 
suitable combination thereof . The media server machine of the networks 190 and 192 may include one or more 
110 , with or without the database 115 may form all or part portions that constitute a private network , a public network 
of a network - based media system 105 ( e.g. , a cloud - based ( e.g. , the Internet ) , or any suitable combination thereof . In 
media “ head end ” system ) . In some example embodiments , some example embodiments , the networks 190 and 192 are 
the network - based media system also includes the web 50 combined into a single network . In certain example embodi 
server machine 120 . ments , the companion devices 130 and 150 are connected to 

The web server machine 120 may be or include an the web server machine 120 by separate networks . 
Internet streaming video server ( e.g. , configured to provide FIG . 2 is a block diagram illustrating components of the 
supplemental content in the form of on - demand video , such media server machine 110 , according to some example 
as , alternate camera angles that complement media content ) . 55 embodiments . The media server machine 110 is shown as 
The media device 140 may be or include an IRD or other including a generator module 210 , a provision module 220 , 
STB suitable for presenting media content on the display and a server module 230 , all configured to communicate 
142 ( e.g. , a television , display screen , or other video - capable with each other ( e.g. , via a bus , shared memory , or a switch ) . 
monitor ) , which may be communicatively coupled ( e.g. , by Any one or more of the modules described herein may be 
a wired or wireless connection ) to the media device 140. In 60 implemented using hardware ( e.g. , a processor of a machine ) 
some example embodiments , the media device 140 is or or a combination of hardware and software . For example , 
includes a home media server computer . One or both of the any module described herein may configure a processor to 
companion devices 130 and 150 may be or include a tablet perform the operations described herein for that module . 
computer , a smart phone , a laptop computer , an e - book Moreover , any two or more of these modules may be 
reader , or any suitable combination thereof . The media 65 combined into a single module , and the functions described 
server machine 110 , the database 115 , the web server herein for a single module may be subdivided among 
machine 120 , the media device 140 , and the companion multiple modules . Furthermore , according to various 
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example embodiments , modules described herein as being to initiate one or more additional actions ( e.g. , beyond 
implemented within a single machine , database , or device sending launch instructions ) that cause the companion 
may be distributed across multiple machines , databases , or device 130 to perform one or more further actions . Such 
devices . synchronization signals may be provided to the media 

The generator module 210 may be or include a multi- 5 device 140 in the datastream ( e.g. , contemporaneously with 
plexer module ( e.g. , configured to generate a datastream by media content and a corresponding app - sync indicator ) . This 
multiplexing data such as various media content , one or may have the effect of causing the companion device 130 to 
more applications executable by the companion module 130 , perform such further actions at the appropriate time in 
and one or more app - sync indicators ) . The provision module synchronization with the media content . 
220 may be or include a distributor module ( e.g. , configured 10 In certain example embodiments , the server module 230 
to provide the datastream by distributing the datastream to is configured to generate and distribute one or more 
various media devices , including the media device 140 ) . upgrades for the media device 140 , the companion device 

In some example embodiments , the media server machine 130 , or both ( e.g. , upgrades to the synchronization module 
110 includes a server module 230 ( e.g. , in the form of an 232 , the companion module 234 , an operating system , 
application generator , a module distributor , or both ) . The 15 middleware , or any suitable combination thereof ) . 
server module 230 may generate one or more software FIG . 3 is a block diagram illustrating components of the 
modules , and store them before providing one or more of media device 140 , according to some example embodi 
them to a device ( e.g. , media device 140 or companion ments . The media device 140 is shown as including a 
device 130 ) . In the example shown in FIG . 2 , the server reception module 310 , a presentation module 320 , a detec 
module 230 is storing a synchronization module 232 , as well 20 tion module 330 , and the synchronization module 232 ( e.g. , 
as a companion module 234. The synchronization module generated and provided by the media server machine 110 ) , 
232 may be usable to configure one or more media devices all configured to communicate with each other ( e.g. , via a 
( e.g. , media device 140 ) . The companion module 234 may bus , shared memory , or a switch ) . As noted above , any one 
be usable to configure one or more companion devices ( e.g. , or more of these modules may be implemented using 
companion device 130 ) . The server module 230 may gen- 25 hardware ( e.g. , a processor of a machine ) , and any module 
erate , store , and provide one or both of the synchronization described herein may configure a processor to perform the 
module 232 and the companion module 234. For example , operations described herein for that module . 
the synchronization module 232 may be provided to the The reception module 310 is configured to receive the 
media device 140 , and the companion module 234 may be datastream provided by the media server machine 110 ( e.g. , 
provided to one or both of the companion devices 130 and 30 from its provision module 220 ) . The presentation module 
150 . 320 is be configured to extract the media content from the 

Certain example embodiments of the media device 140 datastream and present the media content on the display 142 . 
support an automatic device discovery feature ( e.g. , for The detection module 330 is configured to detect one or 
automatically detecting one or more companion devices ) . more companion devices ( e.g. , companion device 130 ) 
When a new person bearing new companion device enters a 35 being moved ( e.g. , by e user 132 ) to within physical prox 
room during an activity that involves media content being imity of the media device 140 , for example , being moved 
presented on the display 142. ( e.g. , during gameplay of the within a threshold distance of the media device 140 ( e.g. , 
game ) , the new person may be invited ( e.g. , automatically or within IR signal range , within wireless networking range , or 
manually ) to join the existing activity ( e.g. , the game ) , based within a predetermined distance as determined by geoloca 
on the new companion device being automatically detected 40 tion techniques , such as by use of global positioning system 
by the media device 140. The joining of the person to the ( GPS ) data ) and establish one or more communication links 
activity may also be automatic . Alternatively , non - automatic with such detected companion devices . In some example 
joining of the person may be configured , for example , by embodiments , the server module 230 of the media server 
implementing an authorization step such that an authoriza- machine 110 generates the detection module 330 , provides 
tion to add the new person is obtained ( e.g. , by the media 45 the detection module 330 to the media device 140 , or both . 
device 140 , from the media server 110 , the database 115 , or The synchronization module 232 may be or include a 
the web server machine 120 ) prior to joining the new person DIAL client ( e.g. , configured to launch one or more appli 
to the activity . This feature may be useful in a dynamic local cations on the companion device 130 , which may implement 
audience multi - player scenario ( e.g. , during media events ) . a DIAL server ) , and the synchronization module 232 may be 
This feature may be implemented , wholly or partially , using 50 configured to generate and send a launch instruction to one 
the Discovery And Launch ( DIAL ) protocol by Netflix , Inc. , or more companion devices ( e.g. , companion devices 130 
using another protocol , or using any suitable combination of and 150 ) . Such a launch instruction may be generated , sent , 
protocols . or both , based on an app - sync indicator provided ( e.g. , 

According to some example embodiments , the synchro- contemporaneously ) with media content within a datastream 
nization module 232 , the companion module 234 , or both , 55 from the media server machine 110. For example , the launch 
may be or include a DIAL server ( e.g. , a server application instruction may be generated and sent in response to the fact 
that supports the DIAL protocol by Netflix , Inc. ) , a DIAL that the app - sync indicator is provided ( e.g. , contemporane 
client ( e.g. , a client application that supports the DIAL ously ) with the media content . The launch instruction may 
protocol ) , or both . The synchronization module 232 , the specify an application to be launched , supplemental content 
companion module 234 , or both , may also be or include a 60 to be presented by the application , or both . In some example 
Representational State Transfer ( REST ) server , REST client , embodiments , the synchronization module 232 forms all or 

part of an application that is stored by the media device 140 
In some example embodiments , the server module 230 is and launched ( e.g. , executed ) by the media device 140 ( e.g. , 

or includes an event signaling generator . In such example in response to the presence of the app - sync indicator in the 
embodiments , the server module 230 is configured to gen- 65 datastream , in response to detection of one or more com 
erate one or more synchronization signals ( e.g. , metadata panion devices , in response to accessing the datastream , in 
similar to an AIT ) that are usable by the media device 140 response to user input , or any suitable combination thereof ) . 

or both . 
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FIG . 4 is a block diagram illustrating components of the 500 for synchronizing the application 440 on the companion 
companion device 130 , according to some example embodi- device 130 , according to some example embodiments . In 
ments . The companion device 150 may be similarly config- operation 501 , the generator module 210 of the media server 
ured . The companion device 130 is shown as including an machine 110 obtains media content ( e.g. , accesses , receives , 
access module 410 , a presentation module 420 , a detection 5 or retrieves media content from an upstream media source , 
module 430 , an application 440 ( e.g. , a browser or a mobile such as a television station , a satellite , or other provider of 
app ) , a screen 450 ( e.g. , a touchscreen or other display media content ) . In operation 510 , the generator module 210 
screen ) , and the companion module 234 ( e.g. , generated of the media server machine 110 generates an app - sync 
provided by the media server machine 110 ) , all configured indicator for inclusion ( e.g. , contemporaneous inclusion , so 
to communicate with each other ( e.g. , via a bus , shared 10 that the presentation time of the app - sync indicator falls 
memory , or a switch ) . As noted above , any one or more of within the presentation times of the media content ) with the 
these modules may be implemented using hardware ( e.g. , a media content in a datastream . In operation 520 , the gen 
processor of a machine ) , and any module described herein erator module 210 generates the datastream that includes 
may configure a processor to perform the operations ( e.g. , contemporaneously ) the media content and the app 
described herein for that module . 15 sync indicator for the media content . For example , the 

The access module 410 is configured to receive a launch generator module 210 may generate a datastream by multi 
instruction sent from the media device 140. The access plexing the media content with the app - sync indicator ( e.g. , 
module 410 may be further configured to access ( e.g. , in the form of a data table ) into the resulting datastream . 
receive , retrieve , or otherwise obtain ) supplemental content In operation 530 , the provision module 220 of the media 
from the web server machine 120. The presentation module 20 server machine 110 provides the datastream to the media 
420 is configured to present the supplemental content on the device 140 ( e.g. , via the network 190 ) . The datastream may 
screen 450. The detection module 430 is configured to detect be provided via any one or more data communication 
one or more media devices ( e.g. , media device 140 ) coming technologies ( e.g. , cable television network , satellite televi 
within physical proximity of the companion device 130 , for sion network , a cellular telephone network , Internet protocol 
example , coming within a threshold distance of the com- 25 television ( IPV ) , hypertext transfer protocol live streaming 
panion device 130 ( e.g. , within IR signal range , within ( HLS ) , over the top ( OTT ) streaming , or any suitable 
wireless networking range , or within a predetermined dis- combination thereof ) . Operation 530 may include providing 
tance as determined by geolocation techniques , such as by the app - sync indicator ( e.g. , contemporaneously ) with the 
use of GPS data ) and establish one or more communication media content to the media device 140. For example , the 
links with such detected media devices . 30 app - sync indicator may be provided with its presentation 

The companion module 234 may be or include a DIAL time ( e.g. , a time at which the media device 140 takes action 
server ( e.g. , configured to launch one or more applications on the app - sync indicator ) falling within the presentation 
on the companion device 130 at the request of a DIAL times of the media co ( e.g. , a range of times at which 
client ) , and the companion module 234 may be configured the media device 140 presents the media content , such as , 
to launch the application 440 , which may be stored at the 35 the duration of a clip , scene , or program ) . As noted above , 
companion device 130 ( e.g. , after being downloaded to the the media device 140 may be configured to present the 
companion device 130 from the media server machine 110 , media content on the display 142 , to detect the companion 
from the media device 140 , from the web server machine device 130 , and to send a launch instruction to the compan 
120 , or any suitable combination thereof ) . The launching of ion device 130 based on the app - sync indicator . As also 
the application 440 may be in response to the launch 40 noted above , the companion device 130 may be configured 
instruction received by the access module 410. The launch to launch the application 440 in response to the launch 
instruction may specify the application 440 to be launched , instruction sent from the media device 140 . 
and the launch instruction may specify ( e.g. , identify , indi- In operation 505 , the detection module 330 of the media 
cate , or locate ) supplemental content to be accessed by the device 140 detects the companion device 130 ( e.g. , detects 
access module 410 and presented by the application . In some 45 the presence of the companion device 130 within IR range , 
example embodiments , the companion module 234 forms all wireless networking range , or a predetermined threshold 
or part of an application that is stored by the companion distance of the media device 140 ) . The media device 140 
device 130 and launched ( e.g. , executed ) by the companion may thereafter establish a communication link with the 
device 130 ( e.g. , in response detection of one or more media detected companion device 130. In some example embodi 
devices , in response to user input , or both ) . 50 ments , prior to operation 505 , the media server machine 110 

The application 440 may be or include a browser , a provides the detection module 330 to the media device 140 . 
mobile app , or other software suitable for presenting supple- In operation 531 , the reception module 310 of the media 
mental content . In some example embodiments , the com- device 140 accesses ( e.g. , receives , reads , or retrieves ) the 
panion device 130 is adequate to execute the application datastream provided by the media server machine 110 . 
440 , while the media device 140 is inadequate to execute the 55 Hence , the reception module 310 may access ( e.g. , receive ) 
application 440. For example , the media device 140 may the media content ( e.g. , contemporaneously ) with the app 
lack the hardware resources processor speed or memory ) to sync indicator . In operation 535 , the presentation module 
execute the application 440 . 320 of the media device 140 presents the media content on 

The screen 450 may be a touchscreen ( e.g. , a touch- the display 142. In operation 540 , the synchronization 
sensitive display screen ) of the companion device 130. 60 module 232 on the media device 140 sends a launch instruc 
Accordingly , while the media device 140 may present media tion to the companion device 130 ( e.g. , via IR signals or a 
content on the display 142 ( e.g. , a primary display or wireless peer - to - peer network ) . The launch instruction may 
primary screen ) , the companion device 130 may present be usable by the companion device 130 to launch the 
supplemental content on the screen 450 ( e.g. , secondary application 440 . 
display or secondary screen ) . In operation 541 , the access module 410 of the companion 
FIG . 5 is a flowchart illustrating data flows within the device 130 receives the launch instruction sent from the 

network environment 100 during performance of a method media device 140. The launch instruction may reference the 

65 
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application 440 ( e.g. , a browser ) . In operation 550 , the For example , the embedded reference may be or include a 
companion module 234 on the companion device 130 , in URI ( e.g. , URL ) that identifies ( e.g. , names , locates , or both ) 
response to the launch instruction , launches the application the supplemental content , which corresponds to the media 
440. Since the time between operations 535 and 550 may be content . This reference may be extracted by the media 
perceived by the user 132 as being subjectively short ( e.g. , 5 device 140 and included in the launch instruction sent to the 
under one second ) , the launching of the application 440 may companion device 130 , which may launch the application be perceived by the user 132 as being synchronized with the 440 with the reference as an input to the application 440 . presentation of the media content . The application 440 may In operation 611 , the generator module 210 embeds an cause the access module 410 of the companion device 130 identifier of the application 440 into the app - sync indicator to access supplemental content from the web server machine 10 ( e.g. , a name of the application 440 , with or without an 120 , and the application 440 may cause presentation module 
420 of the companion device 130 to present the accessed authentication code ) . In situations where multiple applica 
supplemental content on the screen 450 of the companion tions ( e.g. , application 440 ) are available for being synchro 
device . nously launched with the media content , embedding the 
FIG . 6 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the media 15 identifier of the application 440 into the app - sync indicator 

server machine 110 in performing a method 600 of synchro enables the media device 140 to send one or more launch 
nizing the application 440 on the companion device 130 , instructions based on the app - sync indicator identifying the 
according to some example embodiments . Operations in the application 440. For example , the media device 140 may 
method 600 may be performed using modules described send a launch instruction that specifies which application 
above with respect to FIG . 2. As shown in FIG . 6 , the 20 ( e.g. , application 440 ) is to be synchronously launched with 
method 600 includes operations 501 , 510 , 520 , and 530 , and the media content . Accordingly , the companion device 130 
may include one or more of operations 601 , 602 , 603 , 604 , may launch the application 440 based on the launch instruc 
610 , 611 , 620 , 630 , and 640 . tion identifying the application 440 . 

In operation 601 , the server module 230 generates the Operation 620 may be performed as part of operation 520 , 
synchronization module 232 ( e.g. , for the media device 25 in which the generator module 210 of the media server 
140 ) . For example , the server module 230 may assemble the machine 110 generates the datastream . In operation 620 , the 
synchronization module 232 as a data package of various generator module 210 embeds the application 440 into the 
software subcomponents ( e.g. , a DIAL , client and a list of datastream . For example , the application 440 may be stored 
trusted companion devices , such as the companion devices by the database 115 , and the generator module 210 may 
130 and 150 ) . Operation 601 may include creating the 30 access the application 440 from the database 115 and 
synchronization module 232 or updating ( e.g. , modifying ) multiplex the application 440 into the datastream so that the 
the synchronization module 232 . application 440 may be provided within the datastream to 

In operation 602 , the server module 230 provides the the media device 140 for subsequent provision to the com 
synchronization module 232 to the media device 140 ( e.g. , panion device 130. Although the app - sync indicator and the 
via the network 190 ) . In response , the media device 140 may 35 media content may be provided contemporaneously together 
be configured , at least in part , by the synchronization ( e.g. , with each other , so that the presentation time of the 
module 232 app - sync indicator falls within the presentation times of the 

In operation 603 , the server module 230 generates the media content ) within the datastream , the application 440 
companion module 234 ( e.g. , for the companion devices 130 may be provided prior to the media content and the app - sync 
and 150 ) . For example , the server module 230 may assemble 40 indicator within the datastream . In such situations , the 
the companion module 234 as a data package of various synchronization module 232 of the media device 140 may 
software subcomponents ( e.g. , a DIAL server and a list of provide ( e.g. , relay ) the application 440 to the companion 
trusted web server machines , such as the web server device 130 for storage thereon , so that the application 440 
machine 120 ) . Operation 603 may include creating the may be launched at the appropriate time ( e.g. , in sync with 
companion module 234 or updating modifying ) the com- 45 the media content being presented on the display 142 by the 
panion module 234 ) . media device 140 ) . As another example , the synchronization 

In operation 604 , the server module 230 provides the module 232 may provide a URL from which the application 
companion module 234 to the media device 140 ( e.g. , via the 440 can be obtained by the companion device 130 . 
network 190 , for subsequent provision by the media device According to some example embodiments , the network 
140 to the companion device 130 ) or to the companion 50 190 may be optimized for broadcast of media content , while 
device 130 ( e.g. , via the network 192 ) . In response to the network 192 may be optimized for interactive selection 
receiving the companion module 234 , the synchronization and presentation of supplemental content . Operation 630 
module 232 of media device 140 may provide ( e.g. , relay ) may be performed as part of operation 530 , in which the 
the companion module 234 to the companion device 130. In provision module 220 of the media server machine 110 
response to receiving the companion module 234 , the com- 55 provides the datastream . In operation 630 , the provision 
panion device 130 may be configured , at least in part , by the module 220 provides the datastream via the network 190 
companion module 234 . ( e.g. , a first network ) , which may be contrasted with the 

In the method 600 , operations 501 , 510 , 520 , and 530 may network 192 ( e.g. , a second network ) . Operation 640 may be 
each be performed in a manner similar to that described performed with or after operation 530. In operation 640 , the 
above with respect to FIG . 5. One or more of operations 610 60 provision module 220 provides the supplemental content via 
and 611 may be performed as part ( e.g. , a precursor task , a the network 192 ( e.g. , the second network ) . For example , the 
subroutine , or a portion ) of operation 510 , in which the supplemental content may be stored by the database 115 , the 
generator module 210 of the media server machine 110 media server machine 110 , the web server machine 120 , or 
generates the app - sync indicator . any suitable combination thereof , and the supplemental 

In operation 610 , the generator module 210 embeds a 65 content may be provided by the provision module 220 to the 
reference ( e.g. , an identifier or a pointer ) to the supplemental companion device 130 ( e.g. , in response to the launching of 
content for the media content into the app - sync indicator . the application 440 with a reference to the supplemental 



US 10,880,374 B2 
11 12 

content as an input parameter ) . This providing of the supple- zation module 232 determines that the reference ( e.g. , the 
mental content may be relayed through the web server URL ) is on a trusted list ( e.g. , a list of trusted references to 
machine 120 . supplemental content , such as URLs served by the web 
FIG . 7-9 are flowcharts illustrating operations of the server machine 120 ) , which may have the effect of providing 

media device 140 in performing a method 700 of synchro- 5 a degree of security checking that only trusted references to 
nizing the application 440 on the companion device 130 , supplemental content are used . This determination may be according some example embodiments . Operations in the performed based on the extracted reference from operation method 700 may be performed using modules described 735 , performed in response to the app - sync indicator being above with respect to FIG . 3. As shown in FIG . 7 , the 
method 700 includes operations 531 , 535 , and 540 and may 10 included ( e.g. , stored ) in the synchronization module 232 

received in operation 531 , or both . The trusted list may be 
include one or more of operations 731 , 732 , 733 , 734 , 735 , 
736 , 737 , and 738 . ( e.g. , as generated by the server module 230 of the media 

Operation 731 may be performed as part of operation 531 , server machine 110 ) or provided to the synchronization 
in which the reception module 310 of the media device 140 module 232 ( e.g. , as an update ) by the media server machine 
receives the datastream provided by the media server 15 110 , by the database 115 , or by the web server machine 120 
machine 110. In operation 731 , the reception module 310 ( e.g. , via SSL communication ) . 
receives the application 440 embedded in the datastream . In operation 737 , as shown in FIG . 7-8 , the synchroniza 
This may enable the synchronization module 232 of the tion module 232 causes the media device 140 to present a 
media device 140 to provide ( e.g. , relay ) the application 440 suggestion that the companion device 130 ( e.g. , specifically 
to the companion device 130 ( e.g. , for storage thereon , in 20 as the companion device 130 , or generically as one of 
preparation for launching the application 440 in sync with multiple available companion devices ) present the supple 
the presentation of the media content by the presentation mental content ( e.g. , referenced by the app - sync indicator ) . 
module 320 of the media device 140 on the display 142 ) . For example , as shown in FIG . 8 , operation 737 may include 

In operation 732 , the synchronization module 232 extracts operation 830 , in which the synchronization module 232 
an identifier ( e.g. , an application name , with or without an 25 presents a suggestion on the display 142. ( e.g. , by causing 
authentication code ) of the application 440 from the app- the presentation module 320 of the media device 140 to 
sync indicator . As noted above , the identifier of the appli- present the suggestion on the display 142 ) . As another 
cation 440 may be embedded in the app - sync indicator , and example , shown in FIG . 8 , operation 737 may include 
may identify the application 440 among multiple applica- operation 831 , in which the synchronization module 232 
tions . Operation 733 may be performed before , during , or 30 causes the companion device 130 ( e.g. , via its presentation 
after operation 531. In operation 733 , the synchronization module 420 , its companion module 234 , or both ) to present 
module 232 determines that the application 440 is on a the suggestion on its screen 450 ( e.g. , by sending a prompt 
trusted list ( e.g. , a list of trusted applications , among which to the companion module 234 of the companion device 130 ) . 
is the application 440 ) , which may have the effect of According to various example embodiments , the sugges 
providing a degree of security checking that only trusted 35 tion may take the form of a single icon ( e.g. , a single green 
applications are launched on the companion device 130 . button that identifies a button or key on a remote control that 
According to various example embodiments , this determi- is configured to fully or partially control the media device 
nation may be performed based on the extracted identifier 140 by selecting media content for presentation on the 
from operation 732 , performed in response to the application display 142 ) . Such a single icon may indicate availability of 
being received in operation 731 , or both . The trusted list may 40 the supplemental content for presentation , identify a button 
be included ( e.g. , stored ) in the synchronization module 232 or key ( e.g. , on a remote control , on the companion device 
( e.g. , as generated by the server module 230 of the media 130 , or both ) that is operable to submit an acceptance of the 
server machine 110 ) or provided to the synchronization suggestion to present the supplemental content , or both . 
module 232 ( e.g. , as an update ) by the media server machine In operation 738 , as shown in FIG . 7-8 , the synchroniza 
110 , by the database 115 , or by the web server machine 120 45 tion module 232 receives an acceptance of the suggestion . 
( e.g. , via secure sockets layer ( SSL ) communication ) . For example , as shown in FIG . 8 , operation 738 may include 

In operation 734 , the synchronization module 232 pro- operation 832 , in which the synchronization module 232 
vides the application 440 to the companion device 130 for receives the acceptance from a remote control ( e.g. , remote 
storage thereon , execution thereon , or both . In some control device ) that is configured to fully or partially control 
example embodiments , the application 440 is provided via a 50 the media device 140. The acceptance may be received by 
communication link established between the media device detecting that a button or key on a remote control for the 
140 and the companion device 130 ( e an IR or wireless media device 140 has been pressed to indicate that the 
connection ) . In situations where the application 440 is suggestion is accepted ( e.g. , to indicate that the supplemen 
already stored on the companion device 130 , operation 734 tal content is to be presented ) . As another example , as shown 
may be omitted . Similarly , operation 734 may be omitted in 55 in FIG . 8 , operation 738 may include operation 833 , in 
situations where the companion device 130 is configured to which the synchronization module 232 receives the accep 
obtain ( retrieve , fetch , or access ) the application 440 based tance of the suggestion from the companion device 130. This 
on the URI , provided by the synchronization module 232 . may be performed by detecting that a button or key ( e.g. , 

In operation 735 , the synchronization module 232 extracts physical or virtual ) on the companion device 130 has been 
the reference to the supplemental content from the app - sync 60 pressed to indicate that the suggestion is accepted . 
indicator ( e.g. , the reference that was embedded in operation As shown in FIG . 9 , the method 700 may include one or 
610 ) . For example , the synchronization module 232 may more of operations 505 , 905 , 906 , 910 , 935 , and 936. As 
extract a URI ( e.g. , URL ) that identifies the supplemental noted above , operation 505 involves the detection module 
content to be presented by the application 440 launched 330 of the media device 140 detecting the companion device 
while the media content is being presented on the display 65 130 ( e.g. , coming within IR range , wireless networking 
142. Example embodiments that include operation 735 may range , or within a predetermined threshold distance of the 
also include operation 736. Operation 736 , the synchroni- media device 140 ) . 



30 

US 10,880,374 B2 
13 14 

In operation 905 , the detection module 330 of the media In example embodiments that include operations 935 and 
device 140 determines that the detected companion device 936 , the sending of the launch instruction in operation 540 
130 is on a trusted list ( e.g. , a list of trusted companion may be performed based on ( e.g. , in response to the 
devices , among which is the companion device 130 ) , which selection received in operation 936. For example , the selec 
may have the effect of providing a degree of security 5 tion may identify the companion device 130 as being 
checking that only trusted companion devices may be used . selected for presentation of the supplemental content , and This determination may be performed based on ( e.g. , in the launch instruction may be sent in operation 540 to the response to ) the detection of the companion device 130 in companion device 130 in accordance with the received operation 505. The trusted list may be included ( e.g. , stored ) selection . in the detection module 330 , included in the synchronization 10 FIG . 10 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the module 232 ( e.g. , as generated by the server module 230 of companion device 130 in performing a method 1000 of the media server machine 110 ) , or provided to the detection 
module 330 or the synchronization module 232 ( e.g. , as an synchronizing the application 440 , according to some 
update ) by the media server machine 110 , by the database example embodiments . Operations and the method 1000 
115 , or by the web server machine 120 ( e.g. , via SSL 15 may be performed using modules described above with 
communication ) . respect to FIG . 4. As shown in FIG . 10 , the method 1000 

In operation 906 , the detection module 330 of the media includes operations 541 and 550 , and may include one or 
device 140 establishes a communication link with the com- more of operations 941 , 1031 , 1032 , 1033 , 1041 , 1042 , 
panion device 130 ( e.g. , with its companion module 234 ) . 1051 , and 1052 . 
This communication link may be established based on the 20 In operation 941 , the access module 410 of the companion 
companion device 130 being brought within IR range , device 130 receives the application 440 from the media 
within wireless networking range , within a predetermined device 140 ( e.g. , as a result of the media device 140 in 
threshold distance of the media device 140 , or any suitable performing operation 734 ) . The access module 410 may then 
combination thereof . In addition , this communication link store the application 440 on the companion device 130 ( e.g. , 
may be established based on the determination in operation 25 in memory ) . According to various example embodiments , 
905 that the detected companion device 130 is on the trusted operation 941 may be performed before , during , or after 
list . Examples of such a communication link include an IR operation 541 . 
connection , wireless networking connection ( e.g. , personal In operation 1031 , the companion module 234 of the 
area network ( PAN ) connection , such as a Bluetooth con companion device 130 receives a prompt to present the nection ) , or any suitable combination thereof . suggestion discussed above with respect to operation 831 . In operation 910 , the detection module 330 of the media 
device 140 detects one or more additional companion The prompt may be sent from the synchronization module 
devices ( e.g. , companion device 150 ) . Such detection of 232 of the media device 140. In some example embodi 
multiple companion devices ( e.g. , companion devices 130 ments , the companion module 234 receives the prompt via 
and 150 ) enables the media device 140 to perform operation 35 the access module 410 of the companion device 130 . 
935 , in which the presentation module 320 of the media In operation 1032 , the companion module 234 presents 
device 140 presents a menu of detected companion devices the suggestion on the screen 450. For example , the com 
( e.g. , companion devices 130 and 150 ) on the display 142 . panion module 234 may cause presentation module 420 to 
The menu may indicate that the detected companion devices present the suggestion on the screen 450. As noted above , 
are available to present the supplemental content . The pre- 40 the suggestion may be or include a single icon that identifies 
sented menu , in some example embodiments , may be lim- a button or key that , if pressed , would indicate that the 
ited to only those detected companion devices that are supplemental content is to be presented by the application 
identified on the trusted list of companion devices . The 440. An acceptance of the presented suggestion may be 
presented menu may enable one or more users ( e.g. , user 132 received by the screen 450 ( e.g. , as a touch input from the 
or user 152 ) to select which of the detected companion 45 user 132 on the identified button or key ) . 
devices should be used to present the supplemental content . In operation 1033 , the companion module 234 of the 
In certain example embodiments , the selection may be made companion device 130 submits the acceptance of the sug 
from the presented menu ( e.g. , by the user 132 navigating gestion to the media device 140 ( e.g. , via its synchronization 
presented menu and making the selection using a remote module 232 ) . This may enable the media device 140 to 
control for the media device 140 ) . In some example embodi- 50 provide the launch instruction in operation 540 based on 
ments , the selection may be made from one or more of the ( e.g. , in response to ) the acceptance of the suggestion . As 
detected companion devices ( e.g. , by the user 132 pressing noted above , in operation 541 , the access module 410 of the 
a button or key ( e.g. , physical or virtual ) on the companion companion device 130 receives the launch instruction from 
device 130 to select the companion device 130 ) . In such the media device 140 . 
example embodiments , operation 935 may be omitted . In certain example embodiments , the presentation of the 

In operation 936 , the synchronization module 232 of the suggestion and the detection of the acceptance is handled 
media device 140 receives a selection that indicates which completely by the companion device 130. In such example 
companion device ( e.g. , companion device 130 ) from the embodiments , operations 1041 and 1042 may be performed 
presented menu is selected for presenting the supplemental after the launch instruction is received in operation 541. In 
content . For example , the selection may be received by 60 operation 1041 , the companion module 234 presents the 
detecting that one or more buttons or keys ( e.g. , a navigation suggestion on the screen 450 ( e.g. , by causing the presen 
up key , navigation down key , or a selection confirmation tation module 420 to present the suggestion on the screen 
key ) on a remote control for the media device 140 has been 450 ) . Operation 1041 may be performed based on ( e.g. , in 
pressed indicate the selection . As another example , the response to ) the launch instruction being received in opera 
selection may be performed by detecting that a button or key 65 tion 541. In operation 1042 , an acceptance of the presented 
( e.g. , physical or virtual ) on the companion device 130 has suggestion is received by the screen 450 ( e.g. , as a touch 
been pressed to indicate the selection . input from the user 132 ) . In example embodiments that 

55 
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include operation 1042 , the launching of the application 440 132 ) , such as within five seconds of each other . A similar 
in operation 550 may be performed based on the detected correspondence relationship may exist between the app - sync 
acceptance of the suggestion . indicator 1122 and the media content 1120 . 
One or more of operations 1051 and 1052 may be The correspondence relationship between the app - sync 

performed as part of operation 550 , in which the companion 5 indicator 1112 and the supplemental content 1115 may arise 
module 234 of the companion device 130 launches the based on the app - sync indicator 1112 being or including an application 440 on the companion device 130. In operation identifier of the supplemental content 1115 ( e.g. , URI ) , 1051 , the companion module 234 causes the application 440 reference to the supplemental content 1115 ( e.g. , a URL ) , or to obtain and store the supplemental content ( e.g. , as iden any suitable combination thereof . A similar correspondence tified in the received launch instruction ) on the companion 10 relationship may exist between the app - sync indicator 1122 device 130. For example , the companion module 234 may and the supplemental content 1125 . cause the application 440 to obtain the supplemental content 
from the web server machine 120 and then store the supple In certain example embodiments , the full functionality of 
mental content in a memory ( e.g. , a browser cache ) of the app - sync indicator 1112 may be implemented by multiple 
companion device 130. This may enable the application 440 15 app - sync indicators that each perform just a portion of this 
to be subsequently launched multiple times to present the full functionality . For example , a first app - sync indicator 
supplemental content . may identify the synchronization module 232 of the media 

In operation 1052 , the companion module 234 causes the device 140 , and the media device 140 may launch its 
application 440 to initiate a presentation of the supplemental synchronization module 232 based on ( e.g. , response to ) this 
content on the screen 450 of the companion device 130. For 20 first app - sync indicator being provided in the datastream 
example , the application 440 may initiate the presentation ( e.g. , provided contemporaneously with the media content 
within a browser window of the application 440 , where the 110 , in a manner similar to that described above for the 
browser window is rendered to the screen 450. Accordingly , app - sync indicator 1112 ) . This first app - sync indicator may 
since the application 440 was launched based on the contain no information that identifies the application 440 to 
received launch instruction , which was sent based on the 25 be launched by the companion device 130 , and this first 
app - sync indicator being received contemporaneously with app - sync may contain no information that identifies any 
the media content , the screen 450 may launch the application supplemental content ( e.g. , supplemental content 1115 ) to be 
440 synchronously with the media content being presented presented by the application 440. In such a situation , a 
on the display 142. Moreover , the screen 450 may imme- second app - sync indicator may be provided in the 
diately display the supplemental content contemporaneously 30 datastream 1100 ( e.g. , contemporaneously with the media 
with the presentation of the media content ( e.g. , while the content 1110 ) . As an example , this second app - sync indica 
media content is presented on the display 142 ) . tor may identify the application 440 , as well as the supple 
FIG . 11 is a block diagram illustrating relationships mental content 1115 to be presented by the application 440 . 

among media content 1110 and 1120 , app - sync indicators As another example , the synchronization module 232 may 
1112 and 1122 , and supplemental content 1115 and 1125 , 35 have or obtain an identifier of the application 440 ( e.g. , as 
within a datastream 1100 , according to some example stored data , hard - coded data , or data accessed from the 
embodiments . The datastream 1100 may be a program database 115 , the media server machine 110 , or the web 
stream , a transport stream , or any other suitable data feed server machine 120 ) , and the second - sync indicator may 
that multiplexes various media content with various app identify only the supplemental content 1115 . 
sync indicators . As shown in FIG . 11 , the media content 40 According to various example embodiments , one or more 
1110 may be a first clip , scene , or program within the of the methodologies described herein may facilitate syn 
datastream 1100 , and the media content 1110 may be pro- chronizing the launching of an application on a companion 
vided contemporaneously with the app - sync indicator 1112 device . Moreover , one or more of the methodologies 
in the datastream 1100. Similarly , the media content 1120 described herein may enable synchronization of such an 
may be a second clip , scene , or program within the 45 application launch with the media content being presented 
datastream 1100 , and the media content 1120 may be pro- on a display . Furthermore , one or more the methodologies 
vided contemporaneously with the app - sync indicator 1122 described herein may facilitate retrieval and presentation of 
in the datastream 1100. Hence , the app - sync indicator 1112 supplemental content via the synchronized application , so 
may correspond to the media content 1110 , and the app - sync that the supplemental content is presented contemporane 
indicator 1122 may correspond to the media content 1120. 50 ously with the media content , as the media content is 

Furthermore , the app - sync indicator 1112 may correspond presented on the display . 
to the supplemental content 1115. As indicated in FIG . 11 , When these effects are considered in aggregate , one or 
the supplemental content 1115 may be or include a webpage more of the methodologies described herein may obviate a 
or streaming video , and the supplemental content 1115 may need for certain efforts or resources that otherwise would be 
be distinct from the media content 1110 , but still pertinent to 55 involved in synchronizing the launching of an application 
the media content 1110. Likewise , the supplemental content with media content , contemporaneous display of supple 
1125 may be or include a webpage or streaming video , and mental content with media content , or any suitable combi 
the supplemental content 1125 may be distinct from the nation thereof . Efforts expended by a user in identifying , 
media content 1120 , but nonetheless pertinent to the media launching , or synchronizing the display of supplemental 
content 1120 . 60 content on a companion device while media content is being 
The correspondence relationship between the app - sync presented by a media device may be reduced by one or more 

indicator 1112 and the media content 1110 may arise based of the methodologies described herein . Computing resources 
on the app - sync indicator 1112 being provided contempo- used by one or more machines , databases , or devices ( e.g. , 
raneously with the media content 1110 within the datastream within the network environment 100 ) may similarly be 
1100. For example , the contemporaneous provision of the 65 reduced . Examples of such computing resources include 
media content 1110 and the app - sync indicator 1112 may be processor cycles , network traffic , memory usage , data stor 
within a short time period ( e.g. , as perceived by the user age capacity , power consumption , and cooling capacity . 
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As an example of a use case , the media server machine player ( e.g. , by name ) ; the launch instruction may include 
110 may embed the app - sync indicator 1112 in an AIT within the reference to the player ; and the application 440 may be 
the datastream 1100 , which may include a broadcast audio- launched with the reference to the player as input ( e.g. , as an 
video stream of a live baseball game as the media content input parameter for starting the application 440 ) . The refer 
1110 , and this AIT may reference a webpage ( e.g. , by 5 ence may be updated when the current “ at bat " player 
including a URL to be opened via a browser ) as the changes ( e.g. , within a new version of the same AIT or in a 
supplemental content 1115. The media device 140 receives new AIT embedded in the datastream ) . Accordingly , the 
the AIT contemporaneously with audio - video content that media server machine can embed such references into the 
depicts a particular point or event in the baseball game ( e.g. , datastream as events that dynamically indicate changes to 
such as particular player becoming the current “ at bat ” 10 the supplemental content for the live baseball game ( e.g. , a 
player ) . In response to the AIT , the media device 140 may change that replaces the supplemental content 1115 with the 
display a green button on the display 142 for 30 seconds , supplemental content 1125 ) . Any one or more of such events 
after which the button fades away . The green button may be may be processed by the synchronization module 232 of the 
a single icon and may correspond to a green key on a remote media device 140. Furthermore , processing such an event 
control that is operable by the user 132 to fully or partially 15 may cause the synchronization module 232 to transmit 
control the media device MO and thereby control what is additional synchronization signals ( e.g. , metadata similar to 
shown on the display 142 . an AIT ) to the companion module 234 on the device 130 , to 
On the media device 140 , if the green key on the remote the application 440 ( e.g. , directly ) , or both . 

control is activated during the 30 second period , the syn- As an example feature , according to various example 
chronization module 232 may request from the detection 20 embodiments , the synchronization module 232 of the media 
module 330 a list of nearby companion devices ( e.g. , com- device 140 may provide the application 440 on the com 
panion devices 130 and 150 ) . In some example embodi- panion device 130 with an instruction to change the supple 
ments , the green key may be activated after the 30 second mental content in response to the user 132 changing the 
period ( e.g. , if the media device 140 registered a listener for datastream being accessed ( e.g. , receive ) by the media 
the green key , and this listener is still active ) . The detection 25 device 140 ( e.g. , by the user 132 changing broadcast chan 
module 330 may detect those companion devices that are nels to view a different broadcast datastream ) . For example , 
within a threshold distance and configured with the com- this instruction to change the supplemental content may be 
panion module 234. Such companion devices ( e.g. , com- or include a URL of new supplemental content that corre 
panion devices 130 and 150 ) may be identified in a list ( e.g. , sponds to the new datastream . In some example embodi 
a menu ) provided by the detection module 330 to the 30 ments , this instruction may be provided to the companion 
synchronization module 232. The synchronization module module 234 on the companion device 130 , and the compan 
232 may then display the list on the display 142 , which may ion module to a 34 may be configured to provide this URL 
allow the user 132 to navigate the list ( e.g. , by pressing one to the application 440 upon its next launch . Accordingly , if 
or more arrow keys on the remote control ) and select which the application 440 closed , and the user 132 changes chan 
of the listed companion devices ( e.g. , companion device 35 nels on the media device 140 , the application 440 may be 
130 ) should be used to launch and execute a synchronized launched with appropriate supplemental content that corre 
application ( e.g. , application 440 ) . In response to a selection sponds to the new channel . 
being made , the synchronization module 232 sends the As another example feature , according to various example 
launch instruction to the selected one or more companion embodiments , detection of new companion devices may be 
devices ( e.g. , companion device 130 ) . In some example 40 dynamic and ongoing . Hence , a further user ( e.g. , a newly 
embodiments , no list of detected companion devices is arrived user , beyond users 132 and 152 ) may bring a further 
shown on the display 142 , and one or more detected com- companion device ( e.g. , a newly arrived companion device , 
panion devices ( e.g. , identified on a trusted list of companion beyond companion devices 130 and 150 ) into physical 
devices ) may be automatically selected for launching proximity of the media device 140. The media device 140 
executing a synchronized application ( e.g. , application 440 ) . 45 may detect this new companion device and , in response , 

The launch instruction may include the URL of the present the green button as discussed above . This may 
webpage , which may contain supplemental content that is enable a convenient way to flexibly add additional users for 
related to the live baseball game . Such a webpage may displaying supplemental content . For example , if the media 
include one or more links to supplemental content present- content is a game show , and the supplemental content is a 
able by the application 440 ( e.g. , supplemental content 50 webpage that lets the users 132 and 152 play along on their 
1115 ) . Examples of such supplemental content include sta- respective companion devices 130 and 150 , one or more 
tistics for each team involved in the baseball game , options additional users may join the game by pressing the green key 
to select alternate camera angles that depict the live baseball and selecting their own companion devices for presenting 
game from different angles , and an option to select an the webpage . 
alternate audio feed for the live baseball game ( e.g. , a radio 55 As a further example feature , according to various 
broadcaster's announcements that describe the live baseball example embodiments , the application 440 may be config 
game play - by - play , which announcements may be more ured to store some or all of the supplemental content ( e.g. , 
informative than the media content of the live baseball supplemental content 1112 ) presentable by the application 
game ) . The user 132 may independently select his chosen 440 , store reference ( e.g. , a URL ) to some or all of the 
option for his companion device 130 , without affecting what 60 supplemental content , or any suitable combination thereof . 
is shown by the media device 140 on the display 142 , and This ability to store one or more portions of the supplemen 
without affecting what the user 152 may select for presen- tal content , or references thereto , may enable the application 
tation on her companion device 150 . 440 to present these portions in a flexible manner depending 

Moreover , the live baseball game may depict a current “ at on network performance ( e.g. , data transfer speeds within 
bat ” player , and the webpage may oiler supplemental con- 65 the network 192 ) . For example , a recipe from a cooking 
tent that refers to the same player ( e.g. , supplemental content show may be stored by the application 440 for repeated 
1115 ) . For example , the AIT may contain a reference to the presentation at a later time ( e.g. , days or months after the 
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presentation of cooking show has ended ) . The application an applet , an app , or other executable code ) for causing the 
440 may be configured to determine an expected network machine 1200 to perform any one or more of the method 
performance ( e.g. , always well - connected , disconnected on ologies discussed herein may be executed , in whole or in 
weekends , or any other pattern of network performance ) . part . In alternative embodiments , the machine 1200 operates 
Based on this expected network performance , the applica- 5 as a standalone device or may be connected ( e.g. , net 
tion 440 may determine whether a portion of the supple- worked ) to other machines . In a networked deployment , the 
mental content is to be stored , or whether a reference to the machine 1200 may operate in the capacity of a server 
portion is to be stored . For example , if the network perfor- machine or a client machine in a server - client network 
mance is expected to be high at a given time , but the actual environment , or as a peer machine in a distributed ( e.g. , 
network performance is low , the application 440 may store 10 peer - to - peer ) network environment . The machine 1200 may 
a reference to portion of the supplemental content , so that be a server computer , a client computer , a personal computer 
the portion may be accessed at a later time when the actual ( PC ) , a tablet computer , a laptop computer , a netbook , a 
network performance is high . As another example , if the STB , a personal digital assistant ( PDA ) , a cellular telephone , 
network performance is expected to be high , and the actual a smartphone , a web appliance , a network router , a network 
network performance is also high , the application 440 based 15 switch , a network bridge , or any machine capable of execut 
store the actual portion of the supplemental content ( e.g. , ing the instructions 1224 , sequentially or otherwise , that 
taking advantage of the high network performance ) . In some specify actions to be taken by that machine . Further , while 
hybrid situations , the application 440 may initiate storage of only a single machine is illustrated , the term “ machine ” shall 
both the portion of the supplemental content and the refer- also be taken to include a collection of machines that 
ence to the supplemental content . Moreover , the application 20 individually or jointly execute the instructions 1224 to 
440 may initiate storage of one portion of the supplemental perform all or part of any one or more of the methodologies 
content ( e.g. , a recipe from the cooking show ) and initiate discussed herein . 
storage of a reference to another portion of the supplemental The machine 1200 includes a processor 1202 ( e.g. , a 
content ( e.g. , a video of that recipe being made ) . central processing unit ( CPU ) , a graphics processing unit 

In some example versions of this use case , the application 25 ( GPU ) , a digital signal processor ( DSP ) , an application 
440 ( e.g. , a browser ) on the companion device 130 is specific integrated circuit ( ASIC ) , a radio - frequency inte 
configured to communicate with the presentation module grated circuit ( RFIC ) , or any suitable combination thereof ) , 
320 on the media device 140. The presentation module 320 a main memory 1204 , and a static memory 1206 , which are 
may include a browser or other suitable software that allows configured to communicate with each other via a bus 1208 . 
the application 440 on the companion device 130 to present 30 The machine 1200 may further include a graphics display 
some or all of the supplemental content on the display 142 1210 ( e.g. , a plasma display panel ( PDP ) , a light emitting 
of the media device 140. Accordingly , the user 132 may diode ( LED ) display , a liquid crystal display ( LCD ) , a 
choose to activate a button labeled “ send supplemental projector , or a cathode ray tube ( CRT ) ) . The machine 1200 
content to main screen , ” and allow other users ( e.g. , user may also include an alphanumeric input device 1212 ( e.g. , 
152 ) to experience the same supplemental content . Such 35 a keyboard ) , a cursor control device 1214 ( e.g. , a mouse , a 
activation may cause some or all of the supplemental content touchpad , a trackball , a joystick , a motion sensor , or other 
to be sent from the companion device 130 to the media pointing instrument ) , a storage unit 1216 , a signal generation 
device 140 for presentation on the display 142. In some device 1218 ( e.g. , a speaker ) , and a network interface device 
example embodiments , such activation causes a reference 1220 . 
( e.g. , a URL ) to some or all of the supplemental content to 40 The storage unit 1216 includes a machine - readable 
be sent from the companion device 130 to the media device medium 1222 on which are stored the instructions 1224 
140 , and the media device 140 may obtain ( e.g. , access ) embodying any one or more of the methodologies or func 
some or all of the supplemental content for presentation on tions described herein . The instructions 1224 may also 
the display 142 . reside , completely or at least partially , within the main 
Where multiple companion devices ( e.g. , companion 45 memory 1204 , within the processor 1202 ( e.g. , within the 

devices 130 and 150 ) are used , according to some example processor's cache memory ) , or both , during execution 
embodiments , the application to be launched may vary from thereof by the machine 1200. Accordingly , the main memory 
companion device to companion device . For example , the 1204 and the processor 1202 may be considered as machine 
synchronization module 232 may have ( e.g. , stored ) or readable media . The instructions 1224 may be transmitted or 
obtain ( e.g. , access or receive ) a profile for each individual 50 received over a network 1226 ( e.g. , network 190 or network 
companion device . Such profiles may form all or part of a 192 ) via the network interface device 1220 . 
trusted list of companion devices . The profile for a given As used herein , the term “ memory ” refers to a machine 
companion device ( e.g. , companion device 130 ) may iden- readable medium able to store data temporarily or perma 
tify the application ( e.g. , application 440 ) to be launched . In nently and may be taken to include , but not be limited to , 
certain example embodiments , the profile for a companion 55 random - access memory ( RAM ) , read - only memory ( ROM ) , 
device ( e.g. , companion device 130 ) is or includes a profile buffer memory , flash memory , and cache memory . While the 
of the primary user ( e.g. , user 132 ) of the companion device . machine - readable medium 1222 is shown in an example 
FIG . 12 is a block diagram illustrating components of a embodiment to be a single medium , the term “ machine 

machine 1200 , according to some example embodiments , readable medium ” should be taken to include a single 
able to read instructions from a machine - readable medium 60 medium or multiple media ( e.g. , a centralized or distributed 
( e.g. , a machine - readable storage medium , a computer- database , or associated caches and servers ) able to store 
readable storage medium , or any suitable combination instructions . The term “ machine - readable medium ” shall 
thereof ) and perform any one or more of the methodologies also be taken to include any medium , or combination of 
discussed herein , in whole or in part . Specifically , FIG . 12 multiple media , that is capable of storing instructions for 
shows a diagrammatic representation of the machine 1200 in 65 execution by a machine ( e.g. , machine 1200 ) , such that the 
the example form of a computer system and within which instructions , when executed by one or more processors of 
instructions 1224 ( e.g. , software , a program , an application , the machine ( e.g. , processor 1202 ) , cause the machine to 
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perform any one or more of the methodologies described special - purpose processor , the general - purpose processor 
herein . Accordingly , a “ machine - readable medium ” refers to may be configured as respectively different special - purpose 
a single storage apparatus or device , as well as “ cloud processors ( e.g. , comprising different hardware modules ) at 
based ” storage systems or storage networks that include different times . Software may accordingly configure a pro 
multiple storage apparatus or devices . The term “ machine- 5 cessor , for example , to constitute a particular hardware 
readable medium ” shall accordingly be taken to include , but module at one instance of time and to constitute a different 
not be limited to , one or more tangible data repositories in hardware module at a different instance of time . 
the form of a solid - state memory , an optical medium , a Hardware modules can provide information to , and 
magnetic medium , or any suitable combination thereof . receive information from , other hardware modules . Accord 

Throughout this specification , plural instances may imple- 10 ingly , the described hardware modules may be regarded as 
ment components , operations , or structures described as a being communicatively coupled . Where multiple hardware 
single instance . Although individual operations of one or modules exist contemporaneously , communications may be 
more methods are illustrated and described as separate achieved through signal transmission ( e.g. , over appropriate 
operations , one or more of the individual operations may be circuits and buses ) between or among two or more of the 
performed concurrently , and nothing requires that the opera- 15 hardware modules . In embodiments in which multiple hard 
tions be performed in the order illustrated . Structures and ware modules are configured or instantiated at different 
functionality presented as separate components in example times , communications between such hardware modules 
configurations may be implemented as a combined structure may be achieved , for example , through the storage and 
or component . Similarly , structures and functionality pre- retrieval of information in memory structures to which the 
sented as a single component may be implemented as 20 multiple hardware modules have access . For example , one 
separate components . These and other variations , modifica- hardware module may perform an operation and store the 
tions , additions , and improvements fall within the scope of output of that operation in a memory device to which it is 
the subject matter herein . communicatively coupled . A further hardware module may 

Certain embodiments are described herein as including then , at a later time , access the memory device to retrieve 
logic or a number of components , modules , or mechanisms . 25 and process the stored output . Hardware modules may also 
Modules may constitute either software modules ( e.g. , code initiate communications with input or output devices , and 
embodied on a machine - readable medium or in a transmis- can operate on a resource ( e.g. , a collection of information ) . 
sion signal ) or hardware modules . A “ hardware module ” is The various operations of example methods described 
a tangible unit capable of performing certain operations and herein may be performed , at least partially , by one or more 
may be configured or arranged in a certain physical manner . 30 processors that are temporarily configured ( e.g. , by soft 
In various example embodiments , one or more computer ware ) or permanently configured to perform the relevant 
systems ( e.g. , a standalone computer system , a client com- operations . Whether temporarily or permanently configured , 
puter system , or a server computer system ) or one or more such processors may constitute processor - implemented 
hardware modules of a computer system ( e.g. , a processor or modules that operate to perform one or more operations or 
a group of processors ) may be configured by software ( e.g. , 35 functions described herein . As used herein , “ processor 
an application or application portion ) as a hardware module implemented module ” refers to a hardware module imple 
that operates to perform certain operations as described mented using one or more processors . 
herein . Similarly , the methods described herein may be at least 

In some embodiments , a hardware module may be imple- partially processor - implemented , a processor being an 
mented mechanically , electronically , or any suitable combi- 40 example of hardware . For example , at least some of the 
nation thereof . For example , a hardware module may operations of a method may be performed by one or more 
include dedicated circuitry or logic that is permanently processors or processor - implemented modules . Moreover , 
configured to perform certain operations . For example , a the one or more processors may also operate to support 
hardware module may be a special - purpose processor , such performance of the relevant operations in a “ cloud comput 
as a field programmable gate array ( FPGA ) or an ASIC . A 45 ing ” environment or as a “ software as a service ” ( SaaS ) . For 
hardware module may also include programmable logic or example , at least some of the operations may be performed 
circuitry that is temporarily configured by software to per- by a group of computers ( as examples of machines including 
form certain operations . For example , a hardware module processors ) , with these operations being accessible via a 
may include software encompassed within a general - pur- network ( e.g. , the Internet ) and via one or more appropriate 
pose processor or other programmable processor . It will be 50 interfaces ( e.g. , an application program interface ( API ) ) . 
appreciated that the decision to implement a hardware The performance of certain operations may be distributed 
module mechanically , in dedicated and permanently config- among the one or more processors , not only residing within 
ured circuitry , or in temporarily configured circuitry ( e.g. , a single machine , but deployed across a number of 
configured by software ) may be driven by cost and time machines . In some example embodiments , the one or more 
considerations . 55 processors or processor - implemented modules may be 

Accordingly , the phrase " hardware module ” should be located in a single geographic location ( e.g. , within a home 
understood to encompass a tangible entity , be that an entity environment , an office environment , or a server farm ) . In 
that is physically constructed , permanently configured ( e.g. , other example embodiments , the one or more processors or 
hardwired ) , or temporarily configured ( e.g. , programmed ) to processor - implemented modules may be distributed across a 
operate in a certain manner or to perform certain operations 60 number of geographic locations . 
described herein . As used herein , “ hardware - implemented Some portions of the subject matter discussed herein may 
module ” refers to a hardware module . Considering embodi- be presented in terms of algorithms or symbolic represen 
ments in which hardware modules are temporarily config- tations of operations on data stored as bits or binary digital 
ured ( e.g. , programmed ) , each of the hardware modules need signals within a machine memory ( e.g. , a computer 
not be configured or instantiated at any one instance in time . 65 memory ) . Such algorithms or symbolic representations are 
For example , where a hardware module comprises a general- examples of techniques used by those of ordinary skill in the 
purpose processor configured by software to become a data processing arts to convey the substance of their work to 
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others skilled in the art . As used herein , an “ algorithm ” is a In a fifth example embodiment , the media device of any 
self - consistent sequence of operations or similar processing of the above descriptions is further defined by including the 
leading to a desired result . In this context , algorithms and following additional features : 
operations involve physical manipulation of physical quan- the app - sync indicator includes a reference to supplemental 
tities . Typically , but not necessarily , such quantities may content for the media content ; 
take the form of electrical , magnetic , or optical signals the synchronization module configures the processor to 
capable of being stored , accessed , transferred , combined , extract the reference to the supplemental content from the 
compared , or otherwise manipulated by a machine . It is app - sync indicator ; 
convenient at times , principally for reasons of common the launch instruction includes the reference to the supple 
usage , to refer to such signals using words such as " data , ” 10 mental content ; and the companion device , in launching 
“ content , " " bits , ” “ values , ” “ elements , ” “ symbols , ” “ char- the application , causes the application to obtain and store 
acters , ” “ terms , ” “ numbers , ” “ numerals , " or the like . These the supplemental content on the companion device . 
words , however , are merely convenient labels and are to be In a sixth example embodiment , the media device of any 
associated with appropriate physical quantities . of the above descriptions is further defined by including the 

Unless specifically stated otherwise , discussions herein 15 following additional features : 
using words such as “ processing , " " computing , " " calculat- the app - sync indicator includes a reference to supplemental 
ing , ” “ determining , ” “ presenting , ” “ displaying , ” or the like content for the media content ; and 
may refer to actions or processes of a machine ( e.g. , a the synchronization module configures the processor to 
computer ) that manipulates or transforms data represented extract the reference to the supplemental content from the 
as physical ( e.g. , electronic , magnetic , or optical ) quantities 20 app - sync indicator ; 
within one or more memories ( e.g. , volatile memory , non- the launch instruction includes the reference to the supple 
volatile memory , or any suitable combination thereof ) , reg- mental content ; and the companion device , in launching 
isters , or other machine components that receive , store , the application , causes the application to initiate a pre 
transmit , or display information . Furthermore , unless spe- sentation of the supplemental content on a screen of the 
cifically stated otherwise , the terms " a " or " an " are herein 25 companion device . 
used , as is common in patent documents , to include one or In a seventh example embodiment , the media device of 
more than one instance . Finally , as used herein , the con- the preceding description is further defined by including the 
junction “ or ” refers to a non - exclusive “ or , ” unless specifi- following additional features : 
cally stated otherwise . the reception module is configured to receive a datastream 

The following enumerated descriptions define various 30 via a first network ; and 
example embodiments of methods , machine - readable the synchronization module configures the processor to 
media , and systems ( e.g. , apparatus ) discussed herein : provide the supplemental content to the companion device 

In a first example emb iment , a media device is further via a second network . 
defined by including the following additional features : In an eighth example embodiment , the media device of 
the app - sync indicator includes a URL that locates supple- 35 the sixth or seventh embodiments is further defined by 

mental content that corresponds to the media content ; including the following additional features : 
the synchronization module configures the processor to the media content depicts an event from a first camera angle ; 

extract the URL from the app - sync indicator ; and 
the launch instruction includes the URL extracted from the the supplemental content depicts the event from a second 

app - sync indicator ; and the companion device launches 40 camera angle . 
the application with the URL as an input to the applica- In a ninth example embodiment , the media device of any 
tion . of the sixth , seventh , or eighth embodiments is further 
In a second example embodiment , the media device of the defined by including the following additional feature : 

preceding description is further defined by including the the synchronization module configures the processor to 
following additional feature : present , prior to sending the launch instruction to the 
the synchronization module configures the processor to companion device , a suggestion that the companion 

determine , prior to sending the launch instruction to the device present the supplemental content . 
companion device , that the URL is referenced by a list of In a tenth example embodiment , the media device of the 
trusted URLs . preceding description is further defined by including the 
In a third example embodiment , the media device of any 50 following additional feature : 

of the above descriptions is further defined by including the the synchronization module configures the processor to 
following additional features : present the suggestion on the display and receives an 
the app - sync indicator and the launch instruction identify the acceptance of the suggestion from a remote control con 

application among multiple applications stored by the figured to control the media device . 
companion device ; In an eleventh example embodiment , the media device of 

the synchronization module configures the processor to send the ninth embodiment is further defined by including the 
the launch instruction based on the app - sync indicator following additional feature : 
identifying the application ; and the synchronization module configures the processor to 

the companion device launches the application based on the present the suggestion by causing the companion device 
launch instruction identifying the application . to present the suggestion on a screen of the companion 
In a fourth example embodiment , the media device of the device . 

preceding description is further defined by including the In a twelfth example embodiment , the media device of the 
following additional feature : preceding description is further defined by including the 
the synchronization module configures the processor to following additional feature : 

determine , prior to sending the launch instruction to the 65 the synchronization module configures the processor to 
companion device , that the application is referenced by a receive an acceptance of the suggestion from the com 
list of trusted applications . panion device . 
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In a thirteenth example embodiment , the media device of In a twenty - first example embodiment , the companion 
any of the above descriptions is further defined by including device of any of the eighteenth , nineteenth , or twentieth 
the following additional feature : embodiments is further defined by including the following 
the suggestion is a single icon that indicates an availability additional features : 

of the supplemental content for presentation and identifies 5 the app - sync indicator and the launch instruction identify the 
a button that is operable to submit the acceptance of the application among multiple applications stored by the 
suggestion . companion device ; 
In a fourteenth example embodiment , the media device of the media device sent the launch instruction based on the 

any of the above descriptions is further defined by including app - sync indicator identifying the application ; and 
the following additional feature : 10 the companion device launches the application based on the 

launch instruction identifying the application . a detection module configured to present , prior to the In a twenty - second example embodiment , the companion sending of the launch instruction to the companion device of any of the above companion device descriptions is device , a menu of detected companion devices on the further defined by including the following additional fea display and receive a selection that indicates the compan 15 tures : 
ion device is selected from the presented menu . the app - sync indicator includes a reference to supplemental 
In a fifteenth example embodiment , the media device of content for the media content ; 

any of the above descriptions is further defined by including the media device is configured to extract the reference to the 
the following additional feature : supplemental content from the app - sync indicator ; 
the detection module is configured to establish , prior to 20 the launch instruction includes the reference to the supple 

sending the launch instruction to the companion device , a mental content ; and 
communication link with the companion device based on the companion module configures the processor , in launch 
the companion device being brought within a threshold ing the application , to cause the application to obtain and 
distance of the media device . store the supplemental content on the companion device . 
In a sixteenth example embodiment , the media device of 25 In a twenty - third example embodiment , the companion 

the preceding description is further defined by including the device of any of the above companion device descriptions is 
following additional feature : further defined by including the following additional fea 

tures : the detection module is configured to determine , prior to 
establishing the communication link with the companion the app - sync indicator includes a reference to supplemental 
device , that the companion device is referenced by a list content for the media content ; 

the media device is configured to extract the reference to the of trusted companion devices . 
In a seventeenth example embodiment , the media device supplemental content from the app - sync indicator ; 

the launch instruction includes the reference to the supple of any of above descriptions is further defined by including mental content ; and the companion module configures the the following additional feature : 
the media device is inadequate to execute the application . processor , in launching the application , to cause the 

application to initiate a presentation of the supplemental In an eighteenth example embodiment , the companion content on a screen of the companion device . device includes the following components : In a twenty - fourth example embodiment , the companion 
an access module configured to receive a launch instruction device of the preceding description is further defined by 

sent based on an app - sync indicator provided contempo- 40 including the following additional features : 
raneously with media content within a datastream a network - based media system provides the datastream to 
received by a media device that sent the launch instruc- the media device via a first network ; and 
tion ; and the access module is configured to receive the supplemental 

a processor configured by a companion module to launch an content via a second network . 
application in response to the launch instruction sent from 45 In a twenty - fifth example embodiment , the companion 
the media device based on the app - sync indicator pro device of the twenty - third or twenty - fourth embodiment is 
vided contemporaneously with the media content within further defined by including the following additional fea 
the datastream received by the media device . tures : 

In a nineteenth example embodiment , the companion the media content depicts an event from a first camera angle ; 
device of the preceding description is further defined by and the supplemental content depicts the event from a 
including the following additional feature : second camera angle . 

In a twenty - sixth example embodiment , the companion the access module is configured to receive the application 
from the media device prior to the launching of the device of any of the above companion device descriptions is 

further defined by including the following additional feature : application in response the launch instruction sent from 55 the companion module configures the processor to present a the media device . suggestion on a screen of the companion device that the In a twentieth example embodiment , the companion supplemental content be shown on the screen . device of the eighteenth or nineteenth embodiment is further In a twenty - seventh example embodiment , the companion 
defined by including the following additional features : device of the preceding description is further defined by 
the app - sync indicator includes a URL that locates supple- 60 including the following additional feature : 

mental content that corresponds to the media content ; the companion module configures the processor to detect an 
the media device is configured to extract the URL from the acceptance of the suggestion presented on the screen . 

app - sync indicator ; the launch instruction includes the In a twenty - eighth example embodiment , the companion 
URL extracted from the app - sync indicator ; and device of any of the above companion device descriptions is 

the companion module configures the processor to launch 65 further defined by including the following additional feature : 
the application with the URL as an input to the applica- a detection module configured to present , prior the 
tion . receiving of the launch instruction , a menu of detected 
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companion devices on a screen of the companion device , a determination that the second device is included in a set 
the companion device being listed in the menu . of trusted media devices , or 
In a twenty - ninth example embodiment , the companion an establishment of a communication link with the second 

device of the preceding description is further defined by device based on at least one of the detection that the 
including the following additional feature : second device is within physical proximity of the first 
the detection module is configured to receive a selection that device or the determination that the second device is 

indicates the companion device is selected from the included in the set of trusted media devices . 
presented menu . 3. The method of claim 1 , wherein : In a thirtieth example embodiment , the companion device the receiving , by the first device , of the instruction gen of the twenty - eighth or twenty - ninth embodiment is further 10 erated by the second device is further responsive to the defined by including the following additional feature : second device performing at least one of : the detection module is configured to establish a communi a detection that the first device is within physical prox cation link with the media device based on the media 
device being brought within a threshold distance of the imity of the second device , 

a determination that the first device is included in a set of companion device . 
In a thirty - first example embodiment , the companion trusted companion devices , or 

device of the preceding description is further defined by an establishment of a communication link with the first 
including the following additional feature : device based on at least one of the detection that the 
the detection module , prior to establishing the communica first device is within physical proximity of the second 

tion link with the media device , determines that the media 20 device or the determination that the first device is 
device is referenced by a list of trusted media devices . included in the set of trusted companion devices . 
In a thirty - second example embodiment , the companion 4. The method of claim 3 , wherein : 

device of any of the above companion device descriptions is the detection that the first device is within physical 
further defined by including the following additional feature : proximity of the second device is performed by detect 
the media device is inadequate to execute the application . 25 ing that the first device is within a threshold distance of 

In a thirty - third example embodiment , a media device the second device . 
includes the following components : 5. The method of claim 3 , wherein : 
a reception module configured to access a datastream that the detection that the first device is within physical includes media content and an app - sync indicator asso proximity of the second device is based on at least one ciated with the media content ; of an infrared signal , a wireless networking connection , a presentation module configured to cause presentation ( e.g. , 

display ) of the media content on a display ( e.g. , display or geolocation data . 
6. The method of claim 3 , wherein : device ) ; the establishment of the communication link with the first detection module configured to detect a companion device in device includes establishment of at least one of an physical proximity to the media device ( e.g. , to the 35 

detection module ) ; and infrared communication link or a wireless networking 
link . a processor configured by a synchronization module to send , 

to the companion device , a launch instruction to cause 7. The method of claim 1 , further comprising : 
launching of an application corresponding to the app - sync initiating , by the first device , execution of the identified 
indicator on the companion device , the launch instruction 40 application in response to the instruction received from 
being sent contemporaneously with the presentation ( e.g. , the second device ; and wherein : 
display ) of the media content on the display ( e.g. , display the instruction received from the second device specifies 
device ) the application and instructs that the execution of the 
What is claimed is : specified application be initiated . 
1. A method comprising : 8. The method of claim 1 , wherein : 
receiving , by a first device communicatively coupled to a the instruction received from the second device specifies 

first display , an instruction generated by a second the application and instructs that the supplemental 
device responsive to the second device identifying an content of the media content be accessed by the speci 
application , among a set of applications , based on fied application . 
information that corresponds to the application and 50 9. The method of claim 1 , wherein : 
accompanies media content being presented by a sec- the information that corresponds to the application and 
ond display communicatively coupled to the second accompanies the media content specifies the applica 
device ; tion and specifies the supplemental content to be 

causing , by the first device , the identified application to accessed by the specified application . 
access supplemental content of the media content being 55 10. The method of claim 1 , wherein : 
presented by the second display communicatively the information that corresponds to the application and 
coupled to the second device ; and accompanies the media content includes at least one of 

causing , by the first device , the identified application to an identifier of the application or a uniform resource 
initiate presentation of the accessed supplemental con identifier of the supplemental content of the media 
tent by the first display communicatively coupled to the 60 content being presented . 
first device . 11. The method of claim 1 , wherein : 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein : the information that corresponds to the application and 
the receiving , by the first device , of the instruction gen- accompanies the media content specifies the supple 

erated by the second device is further responsive to the mental content of the media content being presented , 
first device performing at least one of : the supplemental content including at least one of 

a detection that the second device is within physical participant data of the media content or video data of an 
proximity of the first device , alternative view of the media content . 
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12. The method of claim 1 , further comprising : causing the identified application to initiate presentation 
receiving , by the first device , the application from the of the accessed supplemental content by the first dis 

second device ; and play . 
storing , by the first device , the received application 18. The companion device of claim 17 , wherein the 
among the set of applications . 5 operations further comprise : 

13. The method of claim 1 , further comprising : performing at least one of : 
a detection that the media device is within physical causing , by the first device , the first display to present a proximity of the companion device , suggestion that supplemental content be presented on a determination that the media device is included in a set 

the first display ; and of trusted media devices , or 
detecting , by the first device , acceptance of the suggestion an establishment of a communication link with the media 

that supplemental content be presented on the first device based on at least one of the detection that the 
display . media device is within physical proximity of the com 

14. The method of claim 13 , wherein : panion device or the determination that the media 
the causing of the first display to present the suggestion is device is included in the set of trusted media devices . 

19. A system comprising : responsive to the first device receiving a prompt gen 
erated by the second device to present the suggestion one or more processors ; and 
that supplemental content be presented on the first a memory storing instructions that , when executed by at 
display . least one processor among the one or more processors , 

15. The method of claim 1 , further comprising : cause the system to perform operations comprising : 
causing , by the first device , the first display to present a receiving , by a first device communicatively coupled to a 

suggestion that a presentation of supplemental content first display , an instruction generated by a second 
be initiated by the first device ; and device responsive to the second device identifying an 

detecting , by the first device , acceptance of the suggestion application , among a set of applications , based on 
that the presentation of the supplemental content be information that corresponds to the application and 
initiated by the first device . accompanies media content being presented by a sec 

16. The method of claim 15 , wherein : ond display communicatively coupled to the second 
the causing of the first display to present the suggestion is device ; 

responsive to the first device receiving a prompt gen causing , by the first device , the identified application to 
erated by the second device to present the suggestion access supplemental content of the media content being 
that the presentation of the supplemental content be presented by the second display communicatively 
initiated by the first device . coupled to the second device ; and 

17. A companion device comprising : causing , by the first device , the identified application to 
an interface communicatively coupled to a first display : initiate presentation of the accessed supplemental con 
one or more processors ; and tent by the first display communicatively coupled to the 

first device . a memory storing instructions that , when executed by at 
least one processor among the one or more processors , 20. The system of claim 19 , wherein the operations further 

comprise : cause the one or more processors to perform operations 
comprising : performing , by the first device , at least one of : 

receiving an instruction generated by a media device a detection that the second device is within physical 
responsive to the media device identifying an applica proximity of the first device , 

a determination that the second device is included in a set tion , among a set of applications , based on information 
that corresponds to the application and accompanies of trusted media devices , or 

an establishment of a communication link with the second media content being presented by a second display device based on at least one of the detection that the communicatively coupled to the media device ; 
causing the identified application to access supplemental second device is within physical proximity of the first 

device or the determination that the second device is content of the media content being presented by the included in the set of trusted media devices . second display communicatively coupled to the media 
device ; and 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 


