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To ali, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, OLIVER B. YoUNG, a and cord works are confined, as shown in Figs. 

citizen of the United States, residing at Detroit, 
in the county of Wayne and State of Michi 
gan, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in a Combined Mail - Bag - Cord 
Case and Lock; and Ido declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, and to the letters and figures 
of reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
The object of my present invention is to con 

struct a simple device for locking the mouth 
of mail-bags having a gathering-cord, and also 
to Secure within the locking-case the surplus 
cord when the bag is closed, and Idesign using 
a metal cord, as it is durable, cannot tangle up, 
and will occupyleSS space within the case than 
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the common cord in use; and my invention 
consists in the means set forth for operating 
the cord-spool within the case and in the gen 
eral construction of the parts, as specified, be 
ing an improvement upon Letters Patent No. 
314,985. 
In the drawings forming a part of this speci 

fication, Figure 1 is a perspective of my inven 
tion as it appears upon a mail-bag, the bag be 
ing closed. Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective 
view of the device, showing its mechanism, hav 
ing the front plate of the case removed. Fig. 
3 is a view of the front plate of the case as re 
moved from Fig. 2. 
spectives of the parts forming the spool D. 
Fig. 6 is a section of the parts on dotted lines 
aca of FigS. 1 and 2. 
B represents the mail-bag as closed at the 

top, and C is the cord and lock case as it ap 
pears when locked. 

c is the metal or woven-wire cord, which 
passes in the common way through the eyelets 
of the bag, being double where it enters the 
spool, passing around the same, as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 6. 
The lock and cord case consists of a circular 

cup-shaped shell, as shown in Fig. 2, and fit 
ting over the same is a face or front plate, as 

2 and 6. 

Figs. 4 and 5 are per-. 

In Fig. 2, D is the cord-spool, which consists 
of two parts, H H', as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 
The back portion, H, of the spool has cast on 
its face centrally the ring R, which extends 
outwardly at right angles to the face of said 
part. The edge of the ring is provided with 
three projections or locking-lugs, d dd. Said 
lugs pass through the holesee e of the part H. 
When in position, the lugs are riveted down, 
securing the parts of the spool together, as 
shown in Fig. 2. The ring R forms a circular 
wall, over which the cords ec are wound, as 
shown in Figs. 2 and 6, being secured to the 
spool by forming a loop in the cord and pass. 
ing the screw n (see Fig. 2) through the side 
walls of the spool in the holes h. h for its in 
sertion. (See Figs. 2, 4, and 5.) 
When the spool Dis inclosed within the case, 

as shown in Fig. 2, the cords cpass around the 
spool, which is shown in dotted lines of Fig. 2, 
and within the ring R, of the spool I secure a 
coiled spring, s. The inner end of said spring 
is attached to the shaft m, which passes through 
the holes ff of the spool. The outer ends of 
said shaft project through and have square 
ends o. (See Figs. 2 and 6.) Said square ends 
fill square holes in the walls of the case C. 
(See Fig. 6.) The other end of said springis 
secured to the inner Wall or ring portion, R, 
at 2. (See Fig. 2.) The peripheries of the 
parts HH of the spool are provided with teeth 
a b, and when said parts are in position the 
hooks of the teeth a bstand in opposite direc 
tions. (See Figs. 4 and 5.) 

In the upper portion of the case is a sliding 
or locking bar, P, which, when moved to the 
dotted position of Fig. 2, causes the inner end 
to drop down, when said end will engage with 
the teeth b of the back portion of the spool, 
thus locking the spool and preventing the cords 
c c from drawing out of the spool-case. The 
sliding bolt P is provided near its inner end 
with a series of fine teeth, t, and engaging with 
said teeth is a locking-spring, h, which holds 
the bar P in a locked position, and to unlock 
I insert a suitable key through the key-hole 

shown in Fig. 3, and within the case Cthe lock 5o 
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of the front plate over the pin p, then turning 
the key, lifting the spring h to the dotted po 
sition of Fig. 2, when the spring s will draw 
back from dotted position to the position shown 

5 in Fig. 2, moving also the locking-bolt P back 
to the unlocked position of Fig. 2, when said 
bolt will be free from the teeth b of the spool. 
Then pulling outward upon the case C, the 
cords c. c will be drawn out as said spool is un 

to wound by the cords. 
I provide the front plate of the case on its 

inner side with a spring-pawl, K, as shown in 
Fig. 3. The lower end is secured to the plate 
and the free end is provided with a button, a?, 

I5 which projects outward through an opening in 
said plate. (See Figs. 3 and 6.) When the 
front plate is in position, the free end of the 
spring-pawl K engages with the teeth a of the 
front portion of the spool. It will be observed 

2O 

the cords-to allow opening the sack, and as 
the cords are unwound from the spool said 
spool revolves around the shaft m, winding up 

25 the springs, and said spring will rewind the 
cords c. c upon the spools, but is prevented 

by this arrangement that the spring-pawl K. 
will allow the spool to be unwound-paying out 

the springs, as set forth. E is the case for 35 
holding the destination-card. 
Having thus fully described my presentin 

vention, what I claim as new, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 

1. The combination, with a mail-bag and its 4o 
cord or cords, the metal case, the spool, and 
means, set forth, for reeling the cord within said 
case, of the locking-bolt and its spring h, said 
bolt adapted to engage with the toothed por 
tion b of said spool, as and for the purposes set 45 
forth. 

2. The combination, with a mail-bag and its 
closing-cord, the metal case C, and the spool D, 
composed of two parts and secured together, 
as set forth, having the toothed surfaces a b, as 
specified, of a locking-bolt, P, and spring-pawl 
K, said pawl and bolt adapted to engage with 
the toothed peripheries of said spool for lock 
ing it in its various positions, for the purposes 
specified. 55 

3. In a combined mail-bag-cord case and lock, 
the metal case C, the spool D, as set forth, the 
spring-pawl K, aftached to said case, the free 
end of said pawl Kengaging with the teeth a 
upon the periphery of said spool, the button a', 6o 
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while filling or emptying the bag B by the and slotl, as and for the purposes specified. 
spring-pawl Kengaging with the notches a of 
the spool. 

3o When desirous to wind up the cords, as in 
closing the bag, the operator lifts up the but 
ton a, which works in the slot l of the case, 
freeing the spring Kfrom the notches at of said 
spool, when the spool D will be rewound by 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

OLIVER B. YOUNG. 
Witnesses: 

W. T. BLENMAN, 
R. B. WHEELER. 


