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COLLAPSIBLE TABLE 
Robert H. Gwynn, Glendale, Calif. 

Application May 8, 1933, serial No. 669,813 
10 Claims. (CI, 45-11) 

The general object of the invention is to provide 
a strong and rigid table of the character stated, 
without legs at the corners thereof to form ob 
structions, but with detachable and foldable legs, 
which may be unfolded across each other at an 
angle and supported one upon the other, for Sup 
porting the top of the table, which may be de 
tachably secured to the upper ends of the legs, and 
which legs may be detached from the table top 
and folded out flat, side by side, and detachably 
secured to the under side of the top, when the 
table is not desired for use. . . . . 
Another object is to provide a table of the char 

acter stated which is simple in construction, inex 
phensive and easy to set up in position for use or 
to take down andfold up when not in use. 
Other objects and advantages will appear here 

inafter. 
The invention is illustrated in the annexed 

drawings which form a part of this specification 
and in which, - - 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the legs of the table 
shown detached from the table top and folded out 
flat. - - - - 

Fig. 2 is a view like Fig. 1 except that one of the 
legs is shown unfolded. 

Fig. 3 is a view like Fig.1 except that two of the 
legs are shown unfolded. 

Fig. 4 is an elevation of the legs shown all un 
folded into position for supporting the table top. 

Fig. 5 is a view like Fig. 4 with the top of the 
table shown detachably secured to the upper ends 
of the legs of the table. - - 

Fig. 6 is an elevation of the assembled table but 
shown at an angle of forty-five degrees to the po 
sition of the table as shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a bottom plan view of the assembled 
table. ... ' 

Fig. 8 is a bottom plan view of the table in col 
lapsed position, showing the legs folded out flat 
side by side and detachably secured to the under 
side of the top. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary side view of one of the 
table legs and pivot pins, showing also the adja 
cent leg in dotted lines pivoted to the leg shown in 
full lines. - - 

Fig. 10 is a view like Fig. 9 but taken at right 
angles thereto. 

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary vertical section of the 
table top and one leg detachably secured thereto, 
taken on line 11-11 of Fig. 7. Fig. 12 is a bottom plan view of Fig.11 with the 
leg removed, showing the slotted plate to which 
the engaging plate on the leg is detachably se 

cured for detachably securing the table top to the 
upper ends of the legs. 

Fig. 13 is a view of the legs of the table shown 
folded out flat and pivoted one to another by 
hinges instead of pivot pins, as illustrated in Figs. 
9 and 10. Referring in detail to the drawings my table 
comprises generally four legs designated respec 
tively 1, 2, 3 and 4, and a top designated 5. . . . 
The leg 1 is pivoted to the leg 2 by a pivot 

pin 6. The leg 2 is pivoted to the leg 3 by a 
pivot pin 7. The leg 3 is pivoted to the leg 4 by 
a pivot pin 8. The pivot pins 6, 7 and 8 extend 
at an angle of substantially forty-five degrees 
to the legs, so that they may extend vertically 
to allow, the legs to be unfolded into supporting 
position, in which position the legs extend at 
an angle of substantially forty-five degrees to 
the vertical (Figs. 4, 5 and 6). The legs. 1, 2, 3 
and 4 respectively are provided with notches 9, 
10, 11 and 12 in their upper side edges to re 
ceive the lower edges of the legs 4, 1, 2 and 3 

- respectively, whereby the legs, when unfolded into 
Supporting position, are supported one upon the 
other and held rigidly together to provide a 
strong and rigid support for the table top 5, when 
Secured upon the upper ends of the legs, as will 
be more fully described hereinafter. Engaging 
plates. 13 are secured to the upper ends of the 
legs for engaging slotted plates 14 secured to the 
under side of the table top 5, diagonally of the 
top, said engaging plates being formed with lugs 
15 for extending through slots 16 in said sotted 
plates and engaging the inner sides of said slot 
ted plates over the end edges 17 of said slots, and 
there being Spring locking plates 18 secured to 
the inner sides of Said slotted plates for engaging 
Said engaging plates and locking said lugs in en 
gagement with Said slot edges for detachably se 
curing said table top in position on the upper 
ends of said legs. Buttons 19 are formed on said 
locking plates which extend through openings 20 
in the slotted plates 14, which buttons may be 
depressed for disengaging said locking plates 
from said engaging plates, so that the top 5 may 
be detached from the upper ends of said legs. 
In the upper edge of the leg 1 is provided a socket 
21 to receive a pin 22 secured in a block 23 which 
is secured to the under side of the top 5 of the 
table, and in the lower edge of the leg 4 is pro 
vided a Socket 24 to receive a spring-pressed pin 
25 mounted in a block 26 secured to the under 
side of the table. The operation, advantages and uses of my in 
;Vention are as follows: 
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2 
The legs 1, 2, 3 and 4 of my table fold up flat, 

on the pivots 6, 7 and 8, with the lower side edges 
of the legS 1, 2 and 3 resting respectively against 
the upper side edges of the legs 2, 3 and 4, as 

5 shown in Figs. 1, 8 and 13 of the drawings, and 
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the legs unfold on said pivots progressively, as 
illustrated in FigS. 1, 2, 3 and 4, into supporting 
position (Fig. 4) With the legs extending at an 
gles of Substantially forty-five degrees and the 
lower edges of the legs 4, 1, 2 and 3 resting in the 
notches 9, 10, 11 and 12 respectively in the upper 
side edges of the legs 1, 2, 3 and 4, whereby the 
legs are braced One against the other to form a 
strong and rigid Support for the top 5 of the table. , 
In the position of the legs shown in Fig. 4, the 

top 5 of the table is placed upon the upper ends 
of the legs and detachably secured thereto upon 
inserting the lugs 13 on the upper ends of the 
legs into the slotted plates 14 in the bottom of 
the top, as shown in Figs. 5 and 11. With the 
top of the table detachably secured to the up 
per ends of the legs, as shown in FigS. 5 and 6 
the table is set up in position for use. 
When the table is not in use the top 5 may 

be detached from the upper ends of the legs 1, 
2, 3 and 4, by withdrawing the lugs 13 from en 
gagement with the slotted plates 14, and the 
legs may then be folded, as shown in Fig. 1, and 
placed against the under side of the top, between 
the blocks 23 and 25 and Secured in Such posi 
tion upon inserting the pin 16 into the SOcket 15 
in the leg 1 and inserting the pin 19 into the 
socket 18 in the leg 4, thus folding and packing 
up the table for storage or transportation. 
To remove the folded legs from the under side 

of the table top it is only necessary to withdraw 
the spring-pressed pin 25 from the socket 24 in 
the leg 4 and lift the legs, the leg 4 foremost, from 
between the blocks 23 and 24, the pin 22 with 
drawing from the socket 21 to permit such re 
moval of the legs from the top. - 
The position of the slotted plates 14, on the 

table top, to which the engaging plates 13, on 
the legs, are detachably secured, positions the 
legs diagonally of the top, whereby it is possible 
to spread the lower ends of the legs further apart 
without extending outwardly beyond the edges 
of the table top, thus giving the legs a wider and 
more substantial supporting base than otherwise 
if the legs extended parallel to edges of the table. 
The construction and arrangement of the legs 

of my table eliminates legs at the corners of the 
table, which form obstructions that are often in 
the way of persons using the table or walking 
near the same. 
The legs of my table, instead of being pivoted 

together by the pivot pins 6, 7 and 8, may be 
hinged one to another by hinges 26, 27 and 28, as 
illustrated in Fig. 13. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. A table comprising a plurality of legs piv 

oted one to another on pivots extending diagon 
ally across the adjoining side edges of adjoining 
legs to unfold into supporting position at an 
angle, with each leg resting upon and Supported 
by another leg, and to fold up into a flat position 
with adjacent legs resting with their side edges 
one against another, a table top, means for de 
tachably securing said top upon the upper ends 
of said legs when unfolded into Supporting posi 
tion. 

2. A table comprising a plurality of legs piv 
oted one to another on pivots extending diag 
onally across the adjoining side edges of ad 
joining legs to unfold into supporting position 

1,977,848 
at an angle, with each leg resting upon and Sup 
ported by another leg, and to fold up into a flat 
position with the side edges of adjacent legs 
resting one against another, one edge of each leg 
being formed with a noth to receive the opposite 
edge of an adjacent leg, When Said legs are un 
folded into supporting position, a table top, means 
for detachably Securing said top upon the upper 
ends of said legs, when unfolded into Supporting 
position. . - 

3. A table comprising a plurality of legs piv 
oted one to another on pivots extending diag 
onally across the adjoining Side edges of adjoin 
ing legs to unfold into supporting position at an 
angle, with each leg resting upon and Supported 
by another leg, and to fold up into a flat position 
with the side edges of adjacent legs resting one 
against another, the upper edge of each leg 
being formed with a notch to receive the lower 
edge of an adjacent leg, when said legs are un 
folded into supporting position, a table top, 
means for detachably securing said top upon 
the upper ends of said legs, when unfolded into 
Supporting position. . 

4. A table comprising a plurality of legs piv 
oted one to another on pivots extending diag 
onally across the adjoining side edges of adjoin 
ing legs to unfold into supporting position at an 
angle with their pivots extending vertically and 
With each leg resting upon and Supported by an 
other leg, and to fold up into a flat position 
With the side edges of adjacent legs one against 
another, a table top, means for detachably se 
curing said top upon the upper ends of said legs 
when unfolded into Supporting position. 

5. A table comprising a plurality of legs piv 
oted one to another to unfold into supporting 
position at an angle with each leg resting upon 
and supported by another leg, and to fold up flat 
with the side edges of adjacent legs resting one 
against another, a table top, means for detach 
ably securing said top upon the upper ends of 
said legs when unfolded into supporting posi 
tion, blocks secured to the under side of the top 
between which said legs, when their upper ends 
are detached from said top and folded flat, are 
placed, means for detachably Securing said fold 
ed legs between said blocks. 

6. A table comprising a plurality of foldable 
legs pivoted one to another on pivots extending 
diagonally across adjoining edges of adjoining 
legs to unfold into supporting position at an 
angle, with each leg resting upon and supported 
by another leg and to fold up into a flat position, 
a table top, and means for detachably securing 
Said top upon the upper ends of said legs when 
unfolded, with the legs extending diagonally of 
the top. " . . 

7. A table comprising a plurality of legs pivoted 
one to another to unfold into supporting posi 
tion, engaging plates Secured to the upper ends 
of said legs respectively, a top for the table, 
slotted plates secured to the under side of the 
top to be engaged by said engaging plates, when 
said legs are unfolded into supporting position, 
for detachably securing said top to the upper ends 
of the unfolded legs, and locking plates for de 
tachably locking Said engaging plates in en 
gagement with said slotted plates. w 

8. A table top as characterized by claim 1 in 
cluding means for detachably Securing said legs, 
when folded up flat, to the under side of the 
table top. 

9. A folding leg construction comprising a plu 
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rality of legs pivoted each to the next on pivot 
axes diagonal to the adjoining edges of the legs, 
in such manner that said legs may be swung 
On Said axes into a Substantially flat position ad 
jacent and parallel to One another, or moved from 
said position into an operative position with each 
leg extending at an angle to and resting upon the 
adjacent leg. 

10. A folding leg construction comprising a 

3 
plurality of Iegs, hinges secured to one side of 
said legs With each hinge pivot extending at an 
angle across the adjoining edges of two adjoining 
legs, to enable Said legs to fold adjacent and 
parallel to One another into flat position and to 
unfold into operative position with each leg ex 
tending at an angle to and resting upon an ad 
jacent leg. 

ROBERT H. GWYNN, 
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