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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FREDERICKC. BURCH 

ELL, of Somerset, in the county of Niagara 
and State of New York, have invented a new 
and useful Improved Thill-Holder; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings 
forming part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved thill-holder. Fig. 2 is a cross-section 
in the line at a of Fig. 3; and Fig. 3 is a ver 
tical section of the saline. 

Similar letters of reference in the accompa 
nying drawings indicate the same parts. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

thill-holders, as hereinafter more fully set 
forth. 

In the accompanying drawings, a represents 
a metallic thill-holder, having on its upper sur 
face the ears or projections c 0, rigidly attached 
to the thill-holder, the upper or outer ends of 
the ears c 0 being connected by the cross-bar 
d. e is a metallic rod, rigidly attached to the 
ears or projections c c, and carrying the buckle 
tongue n, a sufficient space being left in the 
construction between the rode and the upper 
face of the thill-holder to allow the ready bend 
ing of the bearer-strap in, the end of which is 
inserted in the metallic loop l, situated on the 
inside of the thill-holder a. 

By this construction it will be seen that 
there is no liability of the reins catching un 
der the outer ends of the bearing-straps m m. 
of the thill-holders, which is frequently the 
case in the ordinary construction, preventing 
the driver from managing his horse and caus 
ing frequent accidents. 

It will also be seen that by the employment 
of a rigid rod, e, connecting the ears or pro 
jections c c, in contradistinction to a pivoted 
one, that there is less liability to wear by the 
working backward and forward of the thill 
while traveling, while by placing the rode 
carrying the buckle-tongue high up in the 

opening between the ears sufficient space is 
left for the passage of the bearer-strap under 
the connecting-rode, and thence into the loop. 
The inner surface o is made concave in cross 
section, as plainly seen in Fig. 2, to receive a 
packing, p, the outer surface of which is con 
vex and has its seat in the concavity o of the 
thill-holder. 
By this construction the packing is readily 

inserted or removed, and the employment of 
flanges on the outer ends of the thill-opening 
or similar means for holding the packing in 
place is obviated. 

b is a stirrup attached to the lower surface 
of the thill-holder, to which is attached the 
E. u, which is buckled to the girth or belly 
a. 

I am aware that a metallic thill-holder pro 
vided with short ears, to which a buckle is 
pivoted, has heretofore been employed, and I 
therefore lay no claim to such invention, as 
the pivoted connection of the buckle would 
cause it soon to wear out by the working back 
Ward and forward of the thill in the move 
ments of the vehicle. 

I am also aware that a metallic thill-holder 
provided with a loop on its outside has hereto 
fore been employed, and I therefore lay no claim 
to such loop when so situated, as the end of 
the bearer-strap passing through said loop is 
liable to be caught by the reins in driving. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is- s 

As a new article of manufacture, the thill 
holder a, made concave in cross-section, as set 
forth, and provided with ears c c, cross-bard, 
rode, buckle-tongue n, and loop , for the re 
ception of the bearer-strap, situated on the 
inside of the thill-holder, the whole arranged, 
constructed, and operated in the manner and 
for the purpose set forth. 

FREDERICK. C. BURCHELL. 
Witnesses: 

JoSEPH. A. HILL 
WILLIAM W.TOWNSEND. 

  


