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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Roserr P. Org, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Albany, in the county of Albany and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Yoke or Shoulder-Weight Carrier,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description.

This invention relates to weight support-
ing means for the shoulders of a person and
has for an object the provision of an im-
proved construction adapted to fit against
the shoulders in such a manner that the
weights connected therewith will be sup-
ported evenly over the entire shoulders, the
arrangement being such that weights may
be positioned so as to be supported by
either shoulder or both shoulders simultane-
ously.

Another object in view is to provide a
yoke having a curved section and a neck
opening together with a back connecting
section, the curves conforming substantially
to the back and shoulders, and the entire ar-
rangement being such that the yoke may be
positioned inside of a coat between the lin-
g and the outer part of the coat, beneath
the coat, or on top of the coat and act as a
supporting means for a strap or other sup-
porting member placed on the shoulder.

A still further object of the invention is
the provision of a yoke for the shoulders
and means for holding the yoke in place
so that it will not move independently nor
slide off the shoulders when in use.

In the accompanying drawing:

Tigure 1 is a view of a figure with an em-

_bodiment of the invention applied thereto.

Tig. 2 is a rear view of the figure shown
in Fig. 1 showing the arrangement of the
rear part of the device applied to the figure.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of the figure
showing a slightly modified form of the in-
vention.

Fig. 4 is another fragmentary view of the
figure showing a further modified form of
the invention.

Tig. 5 is a detail perspective view of a
still further modified form of the invention
to that shown in Fig. 1.

Referring to the accompanying drawing
by numerals, 1 indicates the yoke made of

metal provided with shoulder sections 2 and

3 connected together by a back or rear sec-
tion 4 whereby there will be a neck opening
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5 provided which will permit the yoke to
properly fit on the shoulders and conform
to the shape of a person while allowing
the .neck and head free movement. The
shoulder sections 2 and 3 are provided with
pressed up lugs 6 which are designed to act
as stops for preventing a strap or other
article placed on the shoulder from becom-
ing accidentally dislodged. As shown in
Fig. 4 the strap 14 is shown in position on
the shoulder and held in place by the pro-
jections 6, but it will be evident that the
Iugs or projections 6 will act for-preventing
other articles from being dislodged, for in-
stance the rifle strap of a soldier in case
the yole is used by a soldier.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2 the yoke 1 has
a pair of resilient bars 7 rigidly secured
thereto at 8 and 9, said bars being formed
so as to extend beneath the arms and con-
nected to the rear sections 4 by any suitable
means as for instance hooks 10 and 11. If
desired the hooks 10 and 11 could be elimi-
nated and the bars 7 rigidly secured to the
front sections 2 and 8 by rivets or otherwise
and the rear sections of said bars allowed to
remain free. Kither of these structures as
well as other structures may be used for
holding the yoke in proper position on the
shoulders. As an instance of other ways
of holding the yoke in place it will be ob-
served that in Fig. 4 a yoke 1 is held in
place by a line of stitching 12. In this form
of the invention the yoke 1 is formed as
part of the garment and is positioned be-
tween the outer part of the garment and the
lining so that the stitching 12 will properly
hold the same in place and the lugs 6 will
cause the raised portion 13 to be provided
so that the strap 14 cannot readily slip off
the shoulders. This arrangement may be
used for mail carriers, soldiers, or other per-
sons carrying a weight and where it may be
undesirable to have the yoke in view.

In Fig. 8 a modified arrangement is shown
in which the straps 15 and 16 are secured
by any suitable means as for instance
stitches to the coat or other clothing, said
straps -coacting with buckles 17 and 18
secured to the shoulder sections 2 and 3.

In Fig. 5 a further modified arrangement
is shown wherein the yoke is held in place
by an extension 19 formed integral with the

" respective sections 2 and 3. The extensions

19 ‘extend loosely beneath the arms, or ex-
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tend beneath the arms and are connected
to the rear part of the yoke 1 by means
of a hook 20 and connecting links 21.

In the forms of the:.invention shown in
Figs. 1, 2 and 5 bags 22 may be connected
to the yoke by having the hooks 23 of the
bags interlocked with the bars 7 or the ex-
tension 19. In the forms shown in Figs.
3 and 4 a weight is placed either directly
on the yoke or is supported by the yoke
through a strap 14 or other similar mesans.

The use of yokes for carrying weights
i1s well known and a ycke somewhat simi-
lar to the present invention is shown in my
copending application, Serial No. 201,321,
but in this copending application and in the
vokes heretofore in use the retaining means
for holding the yoke in place is not found,
nor the particular arrangement shown 1in
Figs. 3,-4 and 8.

What I claim is:

1. A weight supporting harness for. per-
sons comprising a flat piece of sheet metal

1,340,076

having a central notch, said piece being bent
to fit the back and shoulders of a person
whereby there will be a section resting
against the back and a pair of sections ex-
tending to the front, a buckle arranged ad-
jacent each of the front sections, and a strap
connected to the coat of the wearer asso-
ciated with each of said buckles for pre-
venting said. front sections from slipping
off the shoulders.

2. A weight supporting harness for a
person comprising a yoke structure cut from
a single piece of sheet metal bent to form
a back section extending across the back
beneath the neck, and a pair of forwardly
extending shoulder sections extending to al

point over the chest, a buckle secured to!

each of said shoulder sections, and a sepa-
rate retaining strap attached to the coat
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of the wearer for each buckle adapted to -

engage and interlock with said buckles for
securing the yoke structure in place.
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