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To all, Luhon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, CYRUS M. AVERITT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Kan 
sas City, in the county of Jackson and State 
of Missouri, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Adjustable String 
Clamps or Capo Tastos for Guitars, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a string-clamp for 

guitars, known technically as a “capo tasto,” 
whereby the pitch of the instrument may be 
changed to throw the music being played in 
a different key. 
The object of the invention is to produce a 

device of this character which may be ad 
justed upon the neck of the instrument by 
practically a single movement of the player's 
left hand, is of neat and attractive appear 
ance, and is of simple, strong, durable, and 
inexpensive construction. All devices of this 
character with which I am familiar are of 
such construction that it is necessary to prac 
tically remove them from the instruments 
when it is desired to change the pitch by ad 
justing the devices. My invention obviates 
this objectionable feature, as the device may 
be adjusted without interfering with the play 
ing of the instrument for a moment and may 
even be moved to a position on the head where 
it may remain without interfering with the 
handling or playing of the instrument in the 
slightest degree. 
With the object above mentioned in view 

the invention consists in certain novel and 
peculiar features of construction and combi 
nations of parts, as will be hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, and in order that it may 
be fully understood reference is to be had to 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
a string-clamp or capo tasto and of a part of 
the neck of a guitar in dotted lines. Fig. 2 
is a vertical cross-section taken through the 
neck of the instrument with the clamp mount 
ed operatively thereon. 
In said drawings, 1 designates a CrOSS-bar 

provided with holes or apertures 2 at its ends 
and with an upwardly-projecting arm 3, hav 
ing a U-shaped notch or recess 4 in its upper 
side, and 5 designates a felt or equivalent pad 
secured upon said arm and adapted for con 
tact with the under side of the neck of the 

instrument in order that the latter shall not 
be scratched or otherwise disfigured by the 
adjustment of the bar thereon. The con 
figuration of the recess 4 and the pad, how 
ever, will correspond to the cross-sectional 
configuration of the instrument-neck to which 
it is adapted for use-that is to say, if the in 
strument is of segmental form in cross-sec 
tion the recess 4 and pad 5 will be of corre 
sponding form. 

6 designates the bridge-bar of the clamp. 
This bar is above the strings of the instru 
ment and at its ends is provided with depend 
ing guide-arms 7 in order to maintain said 
bar in its relative position as it is adjusted 
upon the neck of the instrument. The bar 
is also provided at its ends with the upwardly 
projecting arms 8, one of which is provided 
with a hole or aperture 9 and the other with 
an approximately V-shaped slot 10, and se 
cured to the under side of the bar and adapt 
ed for engagement with the strings of the in 
strument is a cork pad 11, or Said pad may be 
of any other suitable material. 
A pair of spring-wires are bent to form the 

hinge-coils 12 and the loops or approximately 
U-shaped arms 13, the arms of said springs 
diverging with respect to each other. 
The ends of the loops or U-shaped arms of 

one spring pivotally engage holes 2 and 9 of 
the adjacent ends of bars 1 and 6, respec 
tively, while the corresponding parts of the 
arms of the other spring are pivotally en 
gaged with the hole in the adjacent end of 
bar 1 and with the V-shaped slot 10 of bar 6. 
The tendency of said spring-arms is to move 
together. Consequently the instrument is 
clamped firmly between the pads 5 and 11, 
the latter holding the strings firmly down 
upon the fret. This collapsing tendency of 
said spring-arms of course holds the ends of 
the upper loop or U-shaped arm 13 at the 
left-hand side of the instrument-neck down 
upon the bottom or apex of the V-shaped slot 
10, and thereby prevents its accidental disen 
gagement from said slot. 

14 designates a pair of thumb and finger 
plates which are provided with arms 15, bent 
inWard and around the hinge-coils 12, these 
thumb or finger plates being adapted to be 
grasped by the operator's left hand from be: 
low the neck of the instrument and pressed 
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toward each other preliminary to adjusting 
the clamp upon the neck of the instrument. 
The pressure thus applied upon said plates 
eXpands the Spring-arms 13 and raises the 
cross-bar 6 sufficiently high to disengage the 
pad 11 from the strings. All that is then nec 
essary, while still maintaining the pressure 
upon plates 14, is to slide the hand to the re 
quired position and release the clamp, which 
all tomatically reéngages the strings and 
clamps them down upon the adjacent fret, 
as will be readily understood. Under the 
compression of said springs preliminary to 
adjusting the device upon the neck of the in 
strument the cross-bar of the upper loop or 
arm 13 on the left-hand side slides up to the 
upper or closed end of the slot 10. Conse 
quently there is no possible chance of acci 
dental disengagement of said arm from said 
slot. When it is desired to disengage it from 
the slot, it may be accomplished by pressing 
outward upon said arm, as will be readily un 
derstood. 

By means of devices of this type, as here 
in before Stated, music in a difficult key may 
be thrown into a different key, and the great 
advantage of the present invention over oth 
ers of the same class resides in the facility 
with which it is adjusted or removed and in 
its generally improved construction and orna 
mental appearance. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that I have produced a device of the 
character described which embodies the fea 
tures of advantage enumerated in the state 
Inent of invention, and it is to be understood, 
of course, that changes in the detail con 
Struction, all rangement, or proportion of the 
parts will not be considered a departure from 
the spirit and scope of the invention. 

620,560 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A string-clamp for musical instruments 
comprising a croSS-bar to engage the under 
side of the instrument-neck, a bridge-bar for 
engagement With the Strings of the instru 
ment, springs holding said bridge-bar down 
upon the strings of the instrument with a 
yielding pressure, hand-plates mounted upon 
said springs, whereby the latter may be oper 
ated and said bridge -bar raised from the 
strings of the instrument, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A string-clamp for musical instruments, 
comprising a cross-bar for engagement with 
the under side of the instrument, a bridge 
bar for engagement with the strings of the in 
strument and provided with depending guide 
arms at opposite sides of the neck of the 
instrument, and springs holding said bars 
clamped firmly against the instrument and 
the strings clamped firmly down upon the ad 
jacent fret, Substantially as described. 

3. A string-clamp for musical instruments, 
comprising a cross-bar for engagement with 
the under side of the instrument, a bridge 
bar engaging the strings of the instrument 
and provided at one end with a V-shaped slot, 
a pair of springs provided with diverging 
arms pivotally engaging the ends of said cross 
bar and bridge-bar; the upper arm of the left 
hand spring engaging said V-shaped slot, sub 
stantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in the presence of two witnesses. 
CY RUS M, AVERITT. 

Witnesses: 
M. R. REAILEY, 
F. S. THRASHER. 
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