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This invention relates to Sheet metal scans (Or 
containers and has particular reference to a con 
tainer having a royel and materialisaying end 
Sean Construction which permanently and her 
Inetically, Secures a closure member to the scor 
rtainer and which permits of the removal of the 
-closure member so that it may be used as a re 
sclosure. 

An object of the invention is the provision of 
ian inexpensiye key opening can provided with 
a reclosing feature which may be manufactured 
iata Saving inmaterials to make it seconomically 
attractive for products not now packed in Such 
C3S. . . 

Another object is the royision in such a con 
tainer of a narrow type golf tealing strip formed 
in the body Wall of the caniniasportion of theiend 
Sean joint which may be removed easily to effect 
a Substantial fill opening in the top of the can, 
Which after initially being opened, is reclosable 
Without a seduction in the head space of the 
C2, 
Another object is the provision in such a can 

of an end seam joint formed by overlapped or 
interfolded flanges of the can body and the can 
end member, the flange of the body being em 
bedded in a Sealing material within the recess 
of the send-member to effect a hermetic seal and 
the flange of the end member being secured in a 
recess of the body and having its terminal end 
bent outwardly in a fiared top edge of the end 
Sean for Strengthening the Seam, thereby form 
ing a permanent.joint and for providing;a handy 
'grip to facilitate the removal of:the cover when 
the tearing strip...is removed. - 
Numerous other...objectS.and advantages of the 

Sinvertion Will be apparent-asit is better under 
stood from the following description, whildh, 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
dra Wings, discloses a preferred embodiment 
thereof. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure i is a perspective view of a can or con 

tainer embodying the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec 

tion of the container top before tearing strip is 
removed, taken substantially along a plane in 
dicated by the line 2-2 in Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 after the can 
has been opened and showing its cover in position 
as a recloSure. 
As an exemplary embodiment of the present 

invention the drawing illustrates a sheet metal 
can Or Container comprising a tubular body 
provided with a side seam 2 and having a bot 
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tona 3 perminanently secured to the body in any 
'suitable:manner as by an endiseam 4:and a Spe 
icial reclosure top or end member 25 Secured to 
the body in a novel intertfolded end seam f. 

i5 . The reclosure top 5 is formed with a substan 
tially flat raised central panel.E.8 having a Sur 
rounding obliquely disposed WallSection 9nerg 
'ing into an annular depending inner Wall 29. 
SEhe wall. 2); adjacent its lower endisformed with 

0 a cuisitor U-shaped portion 2. Which curves up 
Wardly into an upright Outer ceVer flange 22 
*Which extends up... adjacent the inner Wall in 
spaced and parallel relation thereto providing a 
deep narrow channel or recess 23, of a width sub 

35 stantially equal to the thickness of the material 
..from which the body is made. This channel 
contains or may containia, deposit;of rubber.com 
poundiorother Sealing...material,24. 
..When the reclosure top 5 is in Sealing posi 

20 ition on the can, it fitS. snugly in the top of the 
can, just below the upper terminal edge of the 
can, With its curl, 2 fully seated and supported 
against displacement on an inwardly extending 
bead 26 formed in the can body and with its 

25 soliter flange 22 in engagement Withian outer Wall 
portion 27 of the body li. The body wall 12:7 
extends up along the outer flange 22, of the re 
sclosure top 5 in parallelism therewith and after 
flaring ; OutWardly a short distance curves in 

30 :Wardly over the top terminal edge of the reclo 
Stre outer flange 22 and merges into a depend - 
ing inner-fange 28. This inner flange 28 of the 
body if, extends down into the recess 23 of the 

i reclosure top 5 and is or may be embedded in 
35 the Sealing material 24. 

If desired the Sealing-material 24 may be placed 
in the recess 30 formed by the body wall parts 
27, 28 or the sealing material 24 may be pres 
eit in both the “recesses 23 and '30. This over 
lapping and interfolding of the outer body wall 
portion 27 and inner fiange 28 of the body 
With the inner cover wall 20 and outer cover 
flange 22 of the reclosure top 5, results in the 
novel and Seam 6 hereinbefore mentioned and 
provides a permanent, herinetic and economical 
seam which efficiently seals the container. 

ProVision is made for readily opening the con 
tainer by removal of the top 5 in a manner 
which permits the use of the removed top as a 
reclosure member. For this purpose the body 
outer Wall 2 is provided with a narrow remov. 
able tearing strip 3 . This tearing strip is de 
fined by a pair of Spaced and parallel score lines 
Or Weakened areas 32 which are formed in the 

55 outer Wall 27 of the body and which encircle the 
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body and terminate in the body side seam 2. 
One end of the tearing strip is formed with a 
tongue 33 Which extends beyond the side Seam 
and is engageable by a key 34 or other Suitable 
tool, for removing the tearing strip in the usual 
late. 
When the tearing strip 3 is removed from the 

body outer Wall 27, as shown in Fig. 3, the upper 
portion of this wall 27 together with the body 
inner flange 28 and the reclosure top 5 still per 
manently secured thereto, may be readily lifted 
out of the upper end of the body, leaving a full 
open mouth in the body for easy removal of the 
contents of the can. 
To facilitate removal and replacement of the 

reclosure top 5, the upper portions of the inter 
folded outer wall 27 and inner flange 28 of the 
body and the outer flange 22 of the reclosure top, 
are flared outwardly along a gradual curved line 
of bend which porvides a convenient hand grip 
and which also reenforces the end Seam 6 against 
separation of its interfolded flange walls. Re 
closing of the container replaces the reclosure 
member 5 in its former position on the body 
bead 26 (Fig. 3) without reducing the head Space 
of the container. . . . 

it is evident upon perusal of the drawing that 
the present container is produced without requir 
ing an extra part, such as a collar or additional 
wall folds, in making a permanent end Sean. In 
fact, the seam is formed with one leSS fold or 
flange on the outer periphery of the end mem 
ber 6. This effects substantial Savings in the 
amount of metal or other material required for 
producing such an end seam and thus reduces the 
cost of tearing strip containers So that they may 
be used for a greater variety of products. 

It is thought that the invention and many of 
its attendant advantages will be understood from 
the foregoing description, and it will be apparent 
that various changes may be made in the form, 
construction and arrangement of the parts with 
out departing from the spirit and Scope of the 
invention or sacrificing all of its material ad 
vantages, the form hereinbefore described being 
merely a preferred embodiment thereof. 
... I claim: 

1. A hermetically sealed sheet metal container 
comprising a tubular body having a wall ter 
minating at its outer end in a depending flange 50 
spaced inwardly from the body Wall, said body 
having an inwardly extending peripheral bead 
disposed beneath said flange, an end member 
seated on said body bead on the interior of the 
container and secured to Said body wall in an 
end seam, said end member having an annular 
depending inner wall terminating in an integral 
upstanding outer flange disposed between and 
Snugly engaging against said body Wall and de 

4. 
pending body wall flange, a sealing material dis 
posed between the depending inner Wall and up 
standing outer flange of said end member and 
embedding therein said depending flange of Said 

5 body wall to provide a hermetic Seal therebe 
tween, and a tearing strip set off by Spaced Score 
lines in said body wall adjacent said upstanding 
end member flange, removal of said strip effect 
ing severance of Said end member from the body 
to open the container, said end member being 
thereafter again supported by Said inner periph 
eral body bead as a reclosure cover without re 
ducing the head space of the container. 

2. A hermetically sealed sheet metal reclosure 
container comprising a tubular body having an 
outwardly flared wall at an end thereof ter 
minating in a depending flange Spaced inwardly 
from the body wall, said body having an in 
wardly extending peripheral bead disposed be 
neath said flange, an end member seated on Said 
body bead on the interior of the container and 
secured to said body wall in an end Sean, Said 
end member having a raised central panel merg 
ing into an annular outwardly and downwardly 
inclined Wall portion in turn merging into an 
annular depending inner Wall Snugly engaging 
against said depending body Wall flange and ter 
minating in an integral upstanding outer flange, 
said upstanding end member flange being dis 

30 posed between and Snugly engaging against Said 
body Wall and said depending body Wali flange, 
a sealing material disposed in the annular Space 
between the depending inner wall and upstand 
ing outer flange of said end member and embed 

35 ding therein said depending flange of Said body 
wall to provide a hermetic Seal therebetween, and 
a tearing strip set off by Spaced Score lines in Said 
body wall, adjacent Said upstanding end member 
flange, removal of said strip effecting Severance 

40 of said end member from the body to open the 
container, said end member being thereafter 
again supported by Said inner peripheral body 
bead as a reclosure cover. Without reducing the 
head space of the container. 
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