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BPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 368,663, dated August 23, 1887.

Application filed June 17, 1887, Serial No. 241,589,

o wll whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, FREDERICK D. FRY
and HENRY W. BENEDIOT, citizens of the
United States, residing at Danbury, in the
county of Fairfield and State of Connecticut,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Overshoes; and we do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to the manufacture of
rubber overshoes, and has for its object to so
improve the construction of the shoe that the
danger of slipping oft at the heel while in use
shall be wholly avoided, without, however,
adding in the slightest to the cost of produc-
tion. The necessity for an invention of this
clags that will perfeetly accomplish the result
aimed at will be apparent to all persons han-
dling or using rubber overshoes, especially
ladies’ rubbers. Inorder to wholly overcome
this objection and produce an overshoe that
will hold itselfin position upon fine light shoes
without the use of supplemental securing de-
viees, without increase of weight, and without
impairing the symmetry and neatness of ap-
pearance of the overshoe itself, we have de-
vised the simple and novel construction of
which the following deseription, in connection
with the accompanying drawings, is a specifi-
cation.

Figure 1 is an elevation of a rubber over-
shoe embodying our invention; and Fig. 2 is
an elevation, the rear portion being broken
away, illustrating the use of our invention in
connection with a ladies’ walking-shoe.

1 denotes a shoe having a heel, 2, and 3 an
overshoe having a heel, 4, and counter 5.

The invention consists in forming the lower
portion of the overshoe just above the heel—
that is, the portion of the overshoe that is con-
tiguousto theheel of theshoe—~~with an inward-
ly-curved portion, 6. Theexact outlineof this
curved portion is not of the essence of our in-
vention, the gist of which lies in the broad
jdea of giving an inward curvature to the por-
tion of the rubber which we have termed the
¢ counter’’ in the process of manufacture, S0

50 that in use the lower portion of the counter
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will press firmly upon the heel of the shoe.
It is of ecourse well understood that it is cus-
tomary to curve all shoe-heels inward more or
less, about midway their height, as is clearly
ghown in the drawings,

In embodying our invention in the manu-
facture of overshoes we make the inwardly-
curved portion 6 wide enough and deep
enough so that it will engage with the heels of
various classes of shoes as ordinarily made,
the deepest portion of the curved portion com-
ing in contact with the corresponding portion
of the heel of the shoe, so that the overshoe
takes firm bold upon the heel and the danger
of its slipping is wholly avoided. As thede-
sired inward curvature at the counters is im-
parted to our improved overshoes by molding
in the process of manufacture, it follows that
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this contour will be permanent and in no dan- -

ger of being lost by long-continued use.

‘When an overshoe embodying our invention
is placed upon an ordinary shoe, the deepest
part of curved portion 6 comes in contact with
the heel of the shoe and is pressed outward
more or less, grasping the heel firmly, but
with a yielding pressure. As soon as the
overshoe is removed, however, the curved
portion springs back to its normal position, as
in Fig. 1, the operation in use being clearly
indicated in Fig. 2.

The manner in which the molding of the
overshoes is accomplished forms no portion of
our presentinvention. Our preferred method
is clearly set forth in an accompanying appli-
cation for Letters Patent of even date here-
with,

‘We claim—

As an improved manufacture, an overshoe
the counter of which is curved inward just
above the heel, then outward again, forming
a curved portion, 6, adapted to engage the heel
of an ordinary shoe with a yielding pressure.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK D. FRY.
. HENRY W. BENEDICT.

‘Witnegses:
NorMAN HODGE,
L. L. HoPxINg.
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