


(No Model.)

- No. 508,870.

Fig J W

WITNEﬁﬁES

%z @%&2@@%

E. J. COLBY.

NEWSPAPER LOCK BOX. o
Patented Nov. 14, 1893.

2 Sheets—Sheet 2.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

ATTORNEY




10

I5

20

25

30

35

40

45
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EDWARD J. COLBY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO THE COLBY
SPECIALTY SUPPLY COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

NEWSPAPER LOCK-BOX.

‘aPECIFTCATION forming part of Letters Pa.tent No. 508,870, dated November 14, 1893
Apphcatlon ﬁled December 81, 1892 Seual No 456,954, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDwarp J. COLBY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
eago, Cook county, Illinois, have invented 2
new and usefunl Improvement in Newspaper
Lock-Bozxes, of which the followmo“ is a speei-
fication.

My invention relates to newspapel and let-
ter lock boxes, and has for its objeet to pro-
vide a convenient, cheap and simple box for
containing newspapers, letters and the like.

It is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device

in posmon with the door closed. Fig. 2is a’

somewhat similar view of the device in posi-
tion with the door open. Fig. 8 is a vertical

-section through the box; aud Fig. 4 a cross

section.

Like parts are indicated by thesame letter
in all the figures.

Aisa door and B the door frame, which as
indicated, make arightangle with each other.
In the rlorht angle is disposed my box, which
consists of the sides C C with the back D,
and preferably ineclined top E. The sides
have each a letter slot F I, and a hole for a
securing serew G G/, and holes for the lower
securing serews J J’. One edge of the box
is preferably open as indicated in Fig. 2,
though closed toward the bottom by the part
K. The bottom of the box is preferably open.
Within the box at the bottom are disposed
the two stripsof thin sheet metal L L having
each the fingers M M, shaped preferably sub-
stantially as shown, and adapted to overlap
as indicated so as to securely close the bot-
tom to prevent packages from falling out,

while at the same time to leave it free for

packages to be inserted.

N is a newspaper in a wrapper forced up
into the box so as to be held by the spring
fingers M.

O O are letters which have been put into
the box through the letter slot F’.

P is the lower securing serew and R the
upper securing screw. .

It will be observed that the strips or plates
of metal which are provided with the inter-

5o lapping fingers M are secured to the same

51des of the box or receptacle as those ‘ohrouvh
which the letter slits are formed. This ar-
rangement insures that the letters which are
dropped into the box through these slits will
fall down between the said platés of metal
and the sides of the box, whether one or
more papers are held between them, or they
are in their normal position with thelr fin-
gers interlapping. The two strips or plates
of metal securod to the opposite sides of the
box and provided with the fingers interlap-
ping above the open end of the box operate
to prevent the smallest article which might
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be sent through the mail from escaping, and '

at the same time permit the entrance into the
receptacle of a package of a size sufficient to
almost entirely fill the box. This is accom-
plished by making the plates or pieces of
metal equal in width to the sides of the box
to which they are secured.

The use and operation of my invention are
as follows: It is desirable in devices of this
character to have a device operative, if pos-
sible, without lock or key or movable- parts
of any kind or description; and also, to have
it cheap and simple and so that it can be
easily placed in an out-of-the way spot. The
contents should be protected from rain, and
should be so0 as not to be easily removable ex-
cept by the person controlling the box. At
the same time, there should be no difficulty
in inserting either papers or letters.
these objeets Tacecomplish in the device illus-
trated. The edge of the. box being closed
when the door is closed, there can, of course,
be no access to the box. The newspapers
thrust up through the bottom are protected
from the weather and secured, whether en-
tirely forced in or not, so that in any attempt
to withdraw, they would be injured so as to
be of no use. In the meantime, letters may
be thrust into the upper slot, either before or
after the newspaper is put into position. If
before, they will be prevented from falling
out by the overlapping spring fingers M M.
If after, they will fall into the box beside the
papers. - Other papersbesidestheonealready
inserted may be forced into position, as also,
can other letters to a reasonable number, be
put into the box. Only when the door is
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open, can the" contents be obtained, and all
the letters and papers can then be easﬂy Té-
moved without interfering with the sprmg

fingers as suggested in Fig. 2 No lockisnée-

5 essary, and no movable or removable parts are

employéd. The box is 1nterchangable orre-
versible, so as to be used in eitheér angle, or

applied in any position,
I claim—

o 1. A receptacle for newspapers and thelike

consisting of a box open at one edge and pro-
vided at the bottom with opposed sets of long
overlapping sharp-pointed spring fingers, se-

cured to the oppositesides, C, of the box which

15 close the same against the escape of objects

within, b 1t easy acecess to the box for
vithout, and with a'letterslit
:  through one,of the

whién the door is closéd
2. A'receptacls or box a(lapted to receive
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mail matter’ ha,vmtr its-bottom: enmely open, 25
and the two strlps or plates of thin spring
metal secured to the inner faces of the oppo-
site'sides of the box near its lower open end,
the said plates being of a width substantlally
equal to the” sides of thie box to which  they 3o
are secured and provided with fingers which
interlap over the open end of the box, the
said box being provided with a letter slit in
its upper port1ou above the thin spring metal
plates substantially as set forth. 35
3. A receptacle or box adapted to receive
mail matter having its bottom opén, and the

Jetter slits through its opposite sides and the
‘two strips or pla,tes ‘of metal secured to the

sides of the box in which are form d I;he sald 40
letter slits and bétwéen t
opér ‘end of the box; the §'or plites
converging o the Tower' open’ eifd of the
box; substdntlaﬁy as’s th
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