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Be it known that I, EDWARD J. COLBY, a, 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, Cook country, Illinois, have invented a 
neW and uSeful Improwement in Newspaper 
IOck-Boxes, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
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My inWention relates to neWSpaper and let 
ter lock boxes, and haS for its object to pro 
Wide a conWenient, cheap and Simple box for 
Containing newspapers, letters and the like. 

It is illustrated in the accompanying draW 
ings, Wherein 

F"igure 1 is a perspective) wiew of the device 
in position with the door closed. Fig. 2 is a, 
SomeWhat Similar wieW of the dewice in posi 
tion with the door open. F'ig. B is a vertical 

. Section through the box; and Fig. 4 a cross 
Section. 

Like partS are indicated by the same letter 
in all the figures. 
A is a door and B the door frame, which as 

indicated, make a right angle With each other. 
In the right angle is disposed my box, which 
consists of the sides C C with the back D, 
and preferably inclined top E. The sides 
haWe each a letter slot F F', and a, hole for a, 
Securing ScreW G G', and holes for the lower 
Securing ScreWS.J j”. One edge of the box 
is preferably opem as indicated in . Fig. 2, 
though closed tOWard the bottom by the part 
K. The bottom of the box is preferably open. 
Within the box at the bottom are disposed 
the_tWO StripS of thim Sheet metal L I hawing 
each the fingerS M M, shaped preferably Sub 
Stantially aS ShoWm, and adapted ? to owerlap 
aS indicated SO as to Securely glose the bot 
tom to prewent packages from falling out, 
While at the Same time to leave it free for 
packageS to be inserted. ~ x 
N is a neWspaper in a Wrapper forced up 

into the box So as to be held by the spring 
fingers M. * 
O O are letters which hawe been put into 

the box through the letter slot E'”. 
P is the lower securing screw and |R the 

upper Securing Screw. . 
It Will be obSerwed that the stripS or plates 

of metal Which are pr0wided with the inter 
5o lapping fingerS M are Secured to the same 

sides of the box or receptacle as those through 
which the letter slits are formed. This ar 
rangement insures that the letters Which are 
dropped into the box through these SlitS Will 
fall down between the said plateS of ' metal 
and the sides of the box, whether One Or 
more paperS are held betWeen them, Or they 
are in their normal position " with their fin 
gers interlapping. The two stripS Or plateS 
of metal secured to the opposite SideS of the 
box and provided with the fingerS interlap 
ping above the open end of the box. Operate 
to prewent the Smallest article Which might 
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be sent through the mail from eScaping, and : '' 
at the same time permit the entrance into the 
receptacle of a package of a Size Sufficient to 
almost entirely fill the box. This is accom 
plished by making the plates or . pieceS . of 
metal equal in Width to the sides of the b0x 
t0 Which they are secured. • 
The use and operation of my invention are 

aS follows: It is desirable - in devices of this 
character to have a dewice operative, if pOS 
sible, without lock or key or mowable : partS 
of any kind or description; and also, to have 
it cheap and Simple' and So that it Can be 
easily placed in an out-of-the Way Spot. The 
contentS. Should be protected from rain, and 
should be So as not to be easily remowable ex 
cept by the person controlling the box. At; 
the Same time, there Should be mo difficulty 
in inserting either papers or letterS. 
theSe objects I accomplish in the dewice illus 
trated. The edge : of the . box being closed 
When the door is cl0Sed, there can, of course, 
be no acceSS to the b0x. The " neWSpapers 
thrust up through the bottom are protected 
from the weather and Secured, whether en 
tirely forced in or not, S0 that in any attempt 
to withdraw, they Would be injured So as to 
be of no use. In the meantime, letters may 
be thrust into the upper Slot, either before or 
after the neWSpaper is put into position. If 
before, they will be preWented from falling 
out by the Owerlapping Spring fingerS M M. 
If after, they Will fall into the box beside the 
paperS. . Other papers besideS the One already 
inserted may be forced into position, as also, 
can other letterS to a reasonable number, be 
put into the box. Only when the door is 
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9pet': gap the contents be obtained, and all || mail pmatter having its bottom entirely open, 25 
the letters and papers can then be easily re: { and 'the' two stripS or plates' of thin spring 
mowed Without interfering with the Spring 
fingerSaSSuggested in Fig. 2. No lock is nec 
eSSary, and no mowable or remowable partSare 
employed. The box is itterchangable or re 
Wersible, So as to be used in either angle; or 
applied in any position, 

I claim 
1. A receptacle for newspapers and the like 

GOnSisting of a box open at one edge and prO 
wided at the bottom with opposed sets of long Owerlapping Sharp-pointed spring.fingers, Se 
cured to the oppositesides,C, of the box which 
close the Same against the escape of objects 
withi but pe mit easy acceSS to the box for 
the object from without, and with a letterslit 
a ...Y }, 8" fingéts throught othe of the 
sid box S?id box adapted to be 
pl; e' and securéd to they' frame 

t its op 
loot of the building to whióh' it is attachied' 
whiên the door is closed. . . . . 2. A receptacle' or box adapted to receivé 

metal Secured to the inner faces of the Oppo 
Site Sides of the box mear its lower open end, 
the Said plates being of a width Substantially 
equal to the sides of the box to which ? they 
are Secured and provided with fingerS Which 
interlap over the open end of the box, the 
Said box being prowided with a letter slit in 
itS upper portion above the thin Spring metal' 
plateS Substantially aS Set forth. 

8. A receptacle or box adapted to receive 
mail matter hawing its bottom open, and the 
letter slitS through its opposite SideS_and the 
_tWo strips or plates of metal Secured to the 
sides of the box in which are formed the Said mi 3;'; * A**, x* *****__$ letter slitS and between t 
opent end of the box thé 
converging ovet the 'lo 
box, strb$tainitiatiya$s 

EDWARD'J; cotBY, Witmesses: 
WALTER.J.G.UNTHORP, . 
E'RANCISW. PABKHR.' 
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