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This invention relates to refrigeration appa 
ratus broadly and is particularly concerned with 
an improved type of adjustable shelving for re 
frigerator cabinets. 

Objects of the invention include, to provide an 
adjustable shelf construction which may bead 
justed with comparative ease to a plurality of 
vertical positions; to provide a shelf of this type 
wherein the means for effecting adjustment of 
the shelf is readily accessible from the front of 
the food compartment of the cabinet when the 
door is opened; to provide a shelf of the adjust 
able type which is unusually rugged and well 
braced against any possibility of displacement 
while at the same time being capable of adjust 
ment with comparative ease when so desired; 
and further, to provide a shelf of the adjustable 
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type which is simple in construction and easily . 
installed in a refrigerator cabinet. 
The foregoing and other objects and advan 

tages will become apparent in view of the foll 
lowing description taken in conjunction with the 
drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation of the upper 
portion of a refrigerator cabinet showing shelving 
installed therein embodying the features of the 
present invention; . 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detailed plan view of the 
improved shelf and adjacent supporting struc 
ture, the shelf being shown in fixed adjusted po 
sition; Fig. 3 is a fragmentary plan view similar to 
Fig. 2 but showing the shelf released from its 
Supports ready for vertical adjustment; 

Fig. 4 is a view in section and elevation taken 
substantially on line 4-4 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a view in front elevation of the upper 
portion of a refrigerator cabinet showing a nod 
ified type of adjustable shelving installed there 
in; 

Fig. 6 is a pian view of one of the shelves of 
Fig. 5 together with the adjacent supporting 
structure; 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged view in section and ele 
vation taken substantially on the line T-7, Fig. 
6; and, 

Fig. 8 is a view in elevation of the shelf of 
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Fig. 6 showing the released position in dotted 
lines. 

Referring to the drawings in detail and first 
to Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, a refrigerator cabinet 
is generally indicated at C and has therein a 
wall or liner 5 which forms the boundary of a 
food compartment 6 in which the improved ad 
justable shelves are mounted. 
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Each of the shelf assemblies includes a shelf 
proper, consisting of a main frame 7 which is 
spanned by a plurality of bars 8 forming the 
body or supporting portion of the shelf, the bars 
8 in this instance being shown as welded to the 
upper portion of the frame 7. Rigidly secured 
to the one side member 7 of the frame 7 is a 
guide bracket in the form of a channel member 
9 in which a slide bar 0 is mounted, the said 
bracket having a portion 9' which is bent around 
the frame bar 7 and Snugly engages the latter. 
As clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3, a slide bar 
O is provided and is formed with front and 

rear offset portions 0a adapted to engage sup 
porting brackets which may be secured to 
the side walls of the liner 5 in any suitable man 
ner, the brackets f being formed with a plu 
rality of adjusting indentations or notches 2. 
The slide bar to may be and preferably is formed 
with a handle 3 which is accessible from the 
front of the cabinet when the door of the latter, 
not shown, is opened. 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the drawings, the operation or 
method of adjustment of the improved shelf will 
be obvious. When it is desired to raise the shelf 
to any one of a plurality of vertical positions as 
defined by the indentations or notches 2, it is 
Only necessary to grasp the handle 3 and pull 
the slide bar 0 forwardly, until.the outwardly 
bent or offset portions Oa clear the brackets 
as shown in Fig. 3, whereupon the shelf may 
be raised or lowered as desired until the said 
portions again register with one of the notches 
2, whereupon the handle 3 is pushed inwardly 
to the position shown in Fig. 2. 
This type of shelf is not only easily adjusted 

and readily accessible for adjustment, but it has 
the advantage of rigidity and ruggedness in con 
struction which is ofttimes lacking in shelves of 
the adjustable type. 

Figs. 5 to 8 inclusive show a modification in 
structure wherein the cabinet is indicated at C’, 
the liner at 5' and the food compartment at 6'. 
In this instance, the shelf comprises a frame 
generally indicated at Ta having thereon bars 
a. The side portion 7b of the frame 7 has se 
cured thereon a centrally located one-way or 
stop bracket 4 and end supporting hinge brack 
ets 5 and 5'. The guide bar 6 is bent or off 
Set at an intermediate point to provide a locking 
portion f6, the opposite ends of the bar being 
bent or turned inwardly as at T and 7 to en 
gage in notches or indentations f 9 formed in side 
Supports , there being a plurality of notches 
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to provide a plurality of vertical positions for 
the shelf. By referring to Fig. 7. it will be noted 
that the lock bracket is projects laterally, and 
overlies the portion 6' of the bar 6 above but 
not below said portion, to thereby limit the ro 
tational movement of said bar in one direc tion. 
To adjust this type of shelf, it is only neces 

Sary to lift or raise the shelf at an angle as in 
dicated in dotted lines in Fig. 8, the ends f and 
7' then clearing the notches 9, permitting the 

shelf to be released from both supports 8 and 
adjusted to the desired vertical position in the 
refrigerator compartment. 
This type of shelf is also readily accessible.for 

adjustment from the front of the food compart 
ment and may be quickly, and easily adjustéd. 

It will be understood that certain minor 
changes in details of construction and design may 
be adopted within the scope of the invention as 
defined by the appended claims. - 

I claim: 
1. Shelving for the food compartment of a re 

frigerator cabinet comprising notched or indented 
Supports associated with the side walls of said, 
compartment, a shelf proper having, means at 
One side adapted to engage in the notches of the 
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ing bracket, Said bar being accessible for manipu 
lation from the front of the compartment. 

4. Shelving for the food compartment of a 
refrigerator cabinet comprising supporting 
brackets fixed to opposite side walls of the food 
compartment and having notches or indentations 
arranged in vertically stepped relation therein, 
a shelf proper having a frame member which at 
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One side is adapted to engage in the notches of 
the adjacent supporting bracket and at its oppo 
site side is provided with a guide bracket, and 
a locking draw bar slidably mounted in said guide 
bracket and having portions which are offset lat 
erally to engage in the notches of the opposed 
Supporting bracket and to be freed from said 
bracket when the locking bar is slid forwardly, 
said bar being provided with a handle accessible 
from the front of said compartment. 

5. Shelving for the food compartment of a 
refrigerator cabinet comprising supporting brack 
ets fixed to opposed side walls of said compart 
inent and having notches or indentations 
arranged-in vertically stepped, relation therein, 
a shelf proper bounded by a frame member which 
-at one side is adapted to engage in the notches of 
the adjacent Supporting bracket and at its oppo 

adjacent support and a locking draw bar slid 
ably mounted at the opposite side of the shelf 
and having portions adapted to engage in the 
notches of the adjacent supports, and be re 
leased from said notches by movement of the 
bar inwardly and outwardly of the food com. 
partment. . . . . 

2. Shelving for the food compartment of a re 
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frigerator cabinet comprising supporting mem 
bers on opposed side walls of the compartment 
and having vertically stepped notches or inden- , 
tations therein, a shelf proper having a frame 
provided with a bracket at one side thereof, a 
locking draw bar slidably mounted in said 
bracket and having portions which are offset to 
engage in the notches of the adjacent supporting 
member or be released from said notches when 
the draw baris drawn forwardly, and means asso 
ciated with the opposite side of said frame per 
mitting releasable engagement with the notches 
of the opposed supporting member. 

3. Shelving for the food compartment of a 
refrigerator cabinet comprising supporting 
brackets fixed to opposed sides of the said com 
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site side is provided with a guide bracket of chan 
nel shape in CrOSS Section, and a locking draw 
bar slidably mounted in said channel and having 
portions which are offset laterally outwardly to 
ward said wall for engagement in the notches of 
the adjacent supporting bracket, said bar being 
releasable from said notches through sliding 
movement forwardly With respect to the Compart 
ment. 

6. Shelving for the food compartment of a 
refrigerator cabinet comprising supports asso 
ciated with the side walls of said compartment 
providing a plurality of vertically spaced shelf 
receiving notches or indentations, a shelf proper 
extending substantially the distance between said 

. Supports and having a frame of Substantially 
rigid construction, said frame comprising opposed 
side members and front and rear members, one 
of said side members being adapted to be engaged 
in the notches of the adjacent of said Supports, 
the other of said side members being provided 
with a bracket; an extension from Said shelf mov 
ably mounted in said bracket so that said exten 
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partment and having notches or indentations . 
arranged in stepped relation vertically therein, 
a shelf proper having a frame of open construc 
tion which at one side is adapted to engage in the 
notches of the adjacent supporting brackets, and 
a sliding bar mounted on the oppositeside of said 
frame for movement inwardly and outwardly of 
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the compartment and having portions adapted to 
engage in the notches of the opposed support 

sion may be moved to assume more than one 
position while said shelf is in its operative posi 
tion, said extension being adapted when moved 
to one position to be engaged in the notches of 
the other of said supports to hold said shelf in 
its load-bearing position, said extension being 
adapted when moved to another position to be 
released from said notches So that said shelf 
may be vertically re-positioned. 

ALFRED E. NAVE. 


