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57 ABSTRACT 
A receptacle to receive and retain therein the chest 
piece of a stethoscope comprising a supporting wall, a 
front wall carried by said supporting wall forming a 
pocket therewith, said front wall having a downwardly 
extending open ended slot therein centrally thereof, a 
substantially rigid bendable plate member adjacent 
edge portions of said slot and being laminated into 
said front wall and a rearward plate-like hanger car 
ried by said supporting wall for insertion as into a 
pocket. 
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STETHOSCOPE RECEPTACLE 

SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND OF THE 
NVENTION 

The invention herein relates to a receptacle particu 
larly adapted to hold the chest piece of a stethoscope. 

It is the common practice of the person using a 
stethoscope, such as a medical docotr, to suspend the 
stethoscope by its binaurals from his neck. Thus as the 
doctor examines his patients and moves about, the 
stethoscope is in a dangling position swinging out 
wardly as he bends forwardly. 
There does not appear to be any known receptacle 

particularly adapted conveniently to receive and hold 
a stethoscope upon the person of the user. 

It is an object of this invention therefore to provide 
a receptacle to receive and to hold the chest piece of 
a stethoscope to prevent the same from dangling and 
from swinging while the binaurals are secured to the 
neck of the user. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a re 
ceptacle which is particularly arranged and constructed 
to receive and hold the chest piece of a stethoscope and 
to accommodate the projecting portions of said chest 
piece having the binaurals connected thereto. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a re 
ceptacle for the chest piece of a stethoscope which is 
adapted to readily receive said chest piece without the 
need of the user to first manually open or expand the 
receptacle for the insertion of the chest piece therein. 

It is also an object of the invention herein to provide 
a receptacle of the type indicated herein which may be 
secured readily to the person of the user. 
More generally stated, the invention herein com 

prises a receptacle formed as a pocket consisting of a 
rear wall, a front wall integral with said rear wall and 
of lesser height, said front wall having a vertically dis 
posed open ended slot therein to accommodate the 
projecting portions of the chest piece of a stethoscope 
and to provide a receptacle for the remainder of said 
chest piece, said receptacle having a hanger portion 
carried by said rear wall as for insertion into a shirt or 
coat pocket. 
These and other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will be set forth in the following description made 
in connection with the accompanying drawings in 
which like reference characters refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a broken view showing the device herein in 

an operating position; 
FIG. 2 is a view in front elevation with some portions 

thereof in dotted line; 
FIG. 3 is a view in side elevation with a portion 

thereof in dotted line; 
FIG. 4 is a view in vertical section taken on line 4-4 

of FIG. 2 as indicated; 
FIG. 5 is a view in front elevation of a portion of the 

device herein; and 
FIG. 6 is a view in front elevation on a reduced scale 

showing a modification. 
DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings, the stethoscope holding 
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2 
device comprising the subject matter of the invention 
herein is formed as a receptacle 10 and is particularly 
arranged and adapted to receive the chest piece of a 
stethoscope. Said receptacle is preferably formed of a 
tough flexible plastic material, the various portions of 
which may be secured together as by fusing or welding 
which is readily accomplished as by the application of 
heat in connection with conventional equipment. 
Said receptacle 10 as here shown has a rear wall 12 

of somewhat lesser width than a shirt pocket and over 
lying the lower front portion thereof is a front wall 4. 
Said front wall has centrally transversely thereof a 
downwardly extending open ended slot 16, said slot 
being of sufficient width to accommodate the forwardly 
projecting portion 50 of the chest piece 51 of a com 
mon type of stethoscope 52. To stiffen edge portions of 
said slot, there is here shown disposed adjacent the 
sides and bottom thereof a U-shaped plate member 19 
formed of a rigid bendable material such as of metal. 
Said plate member 19 preferably will be laminated 
within said front wall to be integral therewith and to be 
wholly contained therein. 
Said front wall 14 and said rear wall 2 form a recep 

tacle or pocket 20 therebetween into which the chest 
piece 51 of said stethoscope is disposed. 
To facilitate the insertion of said chest piece 51 into 

said pocket 20, the upper corner portions 17 and 18 of 
said slot and the adjacent portions of said plate member 
9 are curved outwardly somewhat whereby said chest 

piece upon engagement and being disposed between 
said outwardly curved corner or flap portions is guided 
into and readily enters said pocket 20, as indicated in 
FIGS. 3, and 4. 
Said device 10 in the preferred embodiment here il 

lustrated is shown depending from a pocket-like sup 
porting member 23 of a size which may be inserted as 
into a shirt pocket comprising a wall 24 and a overlying 
wall 25 of a lesser height, said overlying wall being se 
cured to be integral with said wall about the edge por 
tion thereof as by fusing. 
The wall 12 is secured along its upper edge 13 to the 

upper edge portion 27 of said wall 25. Thus the wall 12 
is shown suspended from said wall 25 and as illustrated 
in FIG. , the member 23 in a supporting position is dis 
posed into said pocket 26. 
With the chest piece of said stethoscope disposed 

into said pocket 20, the binaurals 53 of said stetho 
scope are shown in FIG. , in a holding position about 
the neck of the operator A. 
A modification of said device is shown in FIG. 6 

indicated by the reference numeral 60 and in which 
parts previously described are indicated by like refer 
ence characters. Said device 60 comprises only the 
walls 2 and 4 and the pocket 20 therebetween with 
said wall 14 having the slot 16 therein. A bar pin 62 is 
provided at the upper portion of said wall 12. 
Said pin will extend through said wall in a conven 

tional manner having its tongue portion and clasp, not 
here shown, on the rear side thereof for pinning said 
device to a garment worn by the user. The device 60 
may be otherwise secured. 
The chest piece is nicely held in stationary position 

within said pocket 20 while not in use. 
It will be of course understood that various changes 

may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the parts without departing from the scope 
of the invention herein which, generally stated, consists 
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in an apparatus capable of carrying out the objects 
above set forth, in the parts and combinations of parts 
disclosed and defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A receptacle to accommodate the projecting por 

tion of the chest piece of a stethoscope, having in com 
bination 
a rear wall portion, 
a front wall portion carried by said rear wall portion 
and partially underlying the same and forming a 
pocket therewith, 
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4. 
said front wall portion having a vertical rectangular 
upper open ended slot to accommodate the pro 
jecting portion of said chest piece, 

said receptacle being formed of a flexible material, 
a substantially rigid U-shaped frame member extend 
ing about the side and bottom wall portions of said 
slot, and 

a supporting flap carried by said rear wall portion in 
sertable into a pocket for attachment to an opera 
tor's clothing. 
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