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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Application May 29, 1943, Serial No. 489,011 

1 Claim. (CI. 281-19) 
The present invention relates to improve-. 

ments in binders and has for an object the pro 
vision of a binder having improved retaining 
ea.S. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

sion of a binder having retaining means SO as 
Sociated with the binder body as to preclude dis 
connection or loss of parts thereof. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a binder having retaining means de 
signed to removably fasten a book, pamphlet or 
the like with the binder and to firmly retain the 
Same in proper position thereon. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a binder retaining means Which is 
relatively simple and inexpensive in construc 
tion and efficient in use. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion Will become apparent as the description 
progreSSeS. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a part 
of this specification and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate corresponding parts 
throughout: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a preferred form of 
the binder with a pamphlet fastened thereon, 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view 
of the medial portion of the said binder, 

Figure 3 is a section taken on line 3-3 of Fig 
lure 2, and . . 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary longitudinal Sec 
tion through the binder with a pamphlet fas 
tened thereon. 

Referring to Figures 1 to 4 inclusive which 
illustrate a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, to generally designates a binder body, in 
the present example embodying a pair of essen 
tially rigid complementary end sections pivotally 
connected with a relatively narrow center sec 
tion. This body may be of elongated rectangu 
lar form with the center Section disposed ine 
dially of and parallel with the Outer edges re 
mote from the said center section and constitut 
ing the free ends of the main end sections fold 
able with relation to the center Section. 
At the center portion of the body, advanta 

geously on the center section thereof, is clamped 
a backing member embodying an elongated 
strip of essentially rigid resilient material such 
as spring metal. Adjacent each end the strip 

is bent to form a forwardly protruding, fold 
or plait 2 which assumes an approximately V 
shaped formation as shown at Figure 3. Out 
wardly of each plait 2 the strip has a longitudi 
nally extending portion 3 forming an approxi 
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mately U-shaped hook adapted to be slidably 
fitted over each end of the center body section 
in tight gripping arrangement. Thus, the 
hooked ends of the strip , resiliently engage 
able With the ends of the Center body. Section 
maintain the main length of the body firmly 
against the inner face of the Section. Which thus 
Constitutes a renovable clip member. In order 
to strengthen the main portion of the body be 
tween the plait 2 and to preclude distortion 
thereof the Strip is advantageously formed with 
a pair of transversely spaced corrugations 4 ex 
tending lengthwise of the strip inwardly of the 
Side edges. 
Connected with the folded projections 2 of 

the backing Strip or clip is a pair of generally 
linear resilient retaining elements 5 which may 
be formed of spring wire. Each of these retain 
ing elementS has a major approximately straight 
portion of a length slightly less than the dis-- 
tance between the projecting folds 2 of the 
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clip and is bent at each end to form an offset 
f6. Projecting longitudinally outward from the 
offset at One end of the retaining wire is a rela 
tively short Straight stud forming portion 7 
while from the offset at the opposite end is ex 
tended a short Shank portion 8 extending lon 
gitudinally from the offset parallel with the 
main portion and having formed on its outer ex 
tremity a head 9 of greater diameter than the 
Shank and which may be in the form of a round 
or button head. The headed end portion of the 
shank 8 is disposed within the strip fold 2 
and may be disposed in Such position by slidably 
inserting the retaining wire through a hole in 
the inner side of the fold before mounting the 
backing Strip. On the binder body. To accommo 
date a pair of the retaining wires, one of the 
folds 2 has a pair of transversely spaced holes 20 
in its inner side portion as shown to advantage 
at Figure 2. Such connection of each of the 
Wire elements 5 enables disposal thereof lon 
gitudinally on the backing strip with the straight 
unheaded stud portion f7, extending parallel 
with the major portion of the wire, inserted 
into one of a pair of openings 2i in the inner 
side of the fold 2 on the opposite end of the 
Strip from the fold to which the headed projec 
tion of the wire is connected. The stud T may 
be disengaged from its connecting fold by re 
Silently bending or springing the body of the wire 
for withdrawal of the stud which, by similar 
bending of the wire may be replaced into its 
opening. 
This construction enables detachable con 



2. 
nection of a pamphlet or the like with the binder 
by initially removing the stud ends of the two 
retaining Wires from connection with the engag 
ing strip fold and Swinging the two wires about 
their pivotal connection with the opposite fold 
So as to dispose the retaining elements between 
each side of the cover part of the pamphlet and 
the leaves thereof adjacent their center binding, 
as disclosed at Figure 4 and thereafter Con 
necting the stud 2 with the clip. Such assemi 
bly disposes the center of the pamphlet on the 
center portion of the strip between the cor 
rugations 4 thereof to enable convenient open 
ing or closure of the pamphlet together with the 
binder body. The Shank and head connection 
of one end of each retaining element affords 
suitable flexibility of movement and also per 
manently connects the wire with the backing 
member to obviate loss thereof. 

It is to be understood that the form of my 
invention herein shown and described is to be: 
taken as, a preferred example of the same and 
that various changes relative to the material, 
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size, shape and arrangement of parts may be 
resorted to without departing from the spirit 
of the invention or the Scope of the Subjoined 
claim. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
In a binder of the character described, a binder 

body, a rigid backing strip removably secured to 
the medial portion of the body, an inwardly pro 
jecting V-shaped fold formed at each end por 
tion of the backing strip, each of Said folds being 
provided with a pair of transversely, Spaced 
apertures, a pair of resilient linear retaining 
elements, one end of each of said elements ex 
tending into one of the folds through the aper 
tures therein and having a head thereon dis 
posed within the fold to permanently connect 
said end with the fold and the opposite end of 
each retaining element extending into the other 
fold through the apertures therein for detach 
ably connecting said last mentioned ends with 
the other fold. 

HUGO THOMSEN. 


