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[57] ABSTRACT

A shelf guard or fencing system for refrigerators com-
prising a fence-like barrier member for ready connec-
tion to and disconnection from the front edges of re-
frigerator shelves for the purpose of preventing food
items and the like from falling off of the shelves due to
tipping of the refrigerator, as occurs on occasion with
trailers and mobile homes. The shelf guard is provided
with novel means for connecting it to the refrigerator
shelves and the guard is adjustable as to width to adapt
it to various sizes of refrigerators.

Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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REFRIGERATOR SHELF GUARDS

Among the objects and advantages of the invention
are the following: the provision of a lightweight and rel-
atively inexpensive refrigerator shelf guard; the provi-
sion of a shelf guard which can be readily attached and
disattached to the refrigerator shelves but which will
not become accidentally disattached therefrom as the
vehicle carrying the refrigerator is subjected to turning
and tilting movements; the provision of a refrigerator
shelf guard comprising complemental upper and lower
sections which together prevent the removal of stored
items from the shelves throughout the height of the re-
frigerator shelf area; and the provision of a refrigerator
shelf guard which is adjustable in width in accordance
with the shelf width of a particular refrigerator.

These and other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following description
taken in conjunction with the drawings forming part of
the specification, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of a refrigerator and
one of the shelf guards of the invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view in section taken along lines
2—-2 of FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a detail view, partly broken away, taken
along lines 3—-3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a view in perspective of a further embodi-
ment of the shelf guard of the irvention;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged view in section taken along lines
5—5 of FIG. 4; and

FIG. 6 is an enlarged view taken along lines 6—6 of
FIG. 4.

Referring to FIGS. 1 - 3, the refrigerator 10 is a con-
ventional one having a plurality of wire grid shelves 12,
14 and 16 comprised of forward edge members 18 and
front to rear support members 20. The shelf guard
comprises an upper section 22 and a lower section 24.

Upper section 22 comprises vertical members 26 and
horizontal members 28, the latter being formed of two
pieces having their ends extending into a sleeve mem-
ber 30. As indicated in FIG. 3, the sleeve member 30
may be permanently attached to one of the pieces 28
and have a sliding fit with the other piece 28, thereby
enabling the distance between the pair of uprights 26
to be varied in accordance with the width of the refrig-
erator shelves. The uprights 26 are inwardly bent at 32
above the upper shelf 12 and they are provided with
portions 34 which extend below shelf 14. Secured to
the uprights 22 are hooks 36 which are inwardly offset
from the uprights and adapted to be hooked over a pair
of shelf wires 20 to position and support the upper shelf
guard section. It will be appreciated from FIG. 2 that
the upper section 22 is secured by its relation to shelves
12 and 14 in such a manner as to prevent shelf items
from falling off of shelves 12 and 14 regardless of the
degree to which the refrigerator turns or tilts under
movement of the vehicle containing it.

The lower section 24 of the shelf guard comprises a
pair of upright members 40, similar cross members 28
having extension sleeves 30, and hooks 42 which are
offset rearwardly from the upright members 40 and
adapted to be suspended from shelf wire elements 20.
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The upper and lower sections 22 and 24 are shown as
overlapping in the region of shelf 14,

FIGS. 4 — 6 show a further embodiment of the inven-
tion comprising a pair of upright elements 50, pairs of
cross member elements 52 slidably disposed within ex-
tension sleeves 54, offset hooks 56 adapted to be at-
tached over a pair of shelf elements 20, inwardly bent
portions 58 for the upright elements 50, loops 60
formed in elements 50 adjacent the upper ends of bent
portions 58, and free ends 62 for the upright elements
50. Bent portions 58 are adapted to extend inwardly of
the front edge member 18 of upper shelf 12, and in this
manner this embodiment of the shelf guard is locked in
place by its interconnection with upper and lower
shelves 12 and 16. This particular shelf guard further
comprises a removable top cross member 64 comprised
of identical pieces 66 fitted within extension sleeve 68
and having loops 70 at their outer ends whereby the top
member may be attached to the upper end 62 of the up-
right members 50 and supported by the underlying
kinks or loops 60.

What is claimed is:

1. A refrigerator shelf guard in combination with one
or more wire grid refrigerator shelves having front to
rear wires, said shelf guard comprising a pair of spaced
parallel vertical rod members, a plurality of vertically
spaced parallel horizontal rod members interconnect-
ing the vertical members, and connector members at-
tached directly to and carried by said vertical rod mem-
bers connecting the shelf guard to a said refrigerator
shelves, said connector members comprising hooks
rearwardly offset from said vertical rod members, said
hooks being positioned and oriented with the axes of
the eyes thereof being parallel to said front to rear
wires and being perpendicular to said vertical rod
members, whereby said eyes receive said front to rear
wires of said wire grid shelves and forward edge wires
of said wire grid shelves are captured between said
hooks and said vertical rod members thereby locking
the shelf guard to the shelf.

2. The shelf guard of claim 1, including means for ad-
justing the length of said horizontal rod members.

3. The shelf guard of claim 3, said means comprising
multiple section formation of said horizontal rod mem-
bers and sleeve members connecting the multiple sec-
tions.

4. A refrigerator shelf guard comprising a pair of
spaced parallel vertical rod members, said members
having integral loops forming stop members adjacent
but below their upper ends, a horizontal rod member
having loops formed in its ends, said loops being
adapted to fit over the upper ends of said vertical rod
members and to be positioned against said stop mem-
bers.

8. The shelf guard of claim 4, including other hori-
zontal rod members fixedly attached to said vertical
rod members below said stop members.

6. The shelf guard of claim §, all of said horizontal
rod members including means for adjusting the length

thereof.
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