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FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the ficlds searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search {name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
Epodoc and Wpi: EO2F 3/36, 3/40, 3/96 with keywords (coupl+, connect+, quick+, latch+, lock+, plastlc+ fibre+, fibre+, resin+,
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C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
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US 5082389 A (BALEMI) 21 January 1992 _ _
Y Column 1, line 50 — column 2, line 34 and Figures 1 and 2 1 and 3

US 2005/0214105 A1 (STEIG et al) 29 September 2005

Y Paragraphs 26- 37 and Figures 1-7 1 and 3
Y NZ D409035 A (J B SALES INTERNATIONAL LIMITED) 31 August 2007

The Figures 5-9

US 5316709 A (KO et al) 31 May 1994
Y - | Column 3, line 34 — column 5, line 45 and Figures 1-9 1, 3 and 5-9

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C See patent family annex
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"A"  document defining the general state of the art which is *T"  later document published after the international filing date or priority date and not in
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"E" earlier application or patent but published on or after the “X"  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered nove!
international filing date or cannot be conmdercd to involve an inventive step when the document is taken
alone
*L"  document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) "Y*  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to
or which is cited to establish the publication date of involve an inventive step when the document is combined with one or more other
another citation or other special reason (as specified) such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art
Q" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition von .
or other means & document member of the same patent famlly
"P" document published prior to the international ﬁllng date
but later than the priority date claimed
Date of the actual completion of the international search Date of mailing of the international search report
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Name and mailing address of the ISA/AU i Authorized officer
AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE LEOPOLD FILIPOVIC
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JP 11081372 A (HITACHI CONSTR MACH CO LTD) 26 March 1999
X Abstract and Figures 1-6 2
Y 1,3 and 5-9
US 6783129 B2 (AKITA et al) 31 August 2004
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Y 1,3 and 5-9
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Box No. II  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
Teasons:

D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. E Claim No.: 4

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requlrements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

Claim 4 does not comply with Rule 6.2(2) because it relies on references to the drawings..

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite -
payment of additional fees.

L) OO

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,

the payment of a protest fee.

l—_—J The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Patent Document Cited in
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Patent Family Member

uUs 5082389A “AU 14782/88

DE 3838411 GB 2205299

JP 63312426 NZ 220557 NZ 222864
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uUsS 5316709 : DE 4123185 FR 2664629 GB 2246111

JP 6088353 US 5245770 ‘
JP 11081372 NONE .
uUs 6783129 CN 1457402 EP 1281882 US 2003102635

WO 02073053

Due to data integration issues this family listing may not include 10 digit Australian applications filed since May 2001.
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