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The main object of my invention is to pro-
vide a useful, attractive and sanitary sprink-
ler or distributor for salt, pepper or other
condiments or spices.

5 Another object is to provide a shaker
which will not get clogged up.

Another object is to provide a simple but
reliable ghaker which is normally closed
when not in use and which will afford a

10 spreading discharge.
Another object is to provide a construc-
tion of this character which can be readily
cleared in case the condiment becomes caked.
The invention relates primarily to the top
15 or outlet member and consists primarily in
the provision of a cap portion having a plu-
rality of discharge orifices with a funnel-
like outlet normally closed by an ornamental
ball or closure member and the outlet is so
20 shaped and proportioned as to leave a space
sufficient to permit the condiment to settle
back through the orifices when the closure
is dropped into place. The closure member
is loosely connected to the cap by means of &
25 stem which projects through the center of
the funnel portion and may be provided
with one or more fingers on the inner end to
stir up the condiment within the cap and
clear the orifices in case the condiment be-
30 comes caked.
Fig. 1 is a side view of one design of
shaker embodying one form oi my invention.
Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the
outlet or discharge end shown in section on
35 an enlarged scale. ~
Tig. 8 1s a similar sectional view showing
the device inverted for discharge.

Tig. 4 is an exploded perspective view of
the parts of the cap and closure.

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the cap alone.

The body or receptacle portion 6 may be
of any suitable design or material, but is
preferably provided with a neck 7 screw
threaded to recelve the cap 8. This cap
may be of any suitable material but is prei-
em{;ly of metal and provided with an inte-

rior screw thread 9 for engagement with the

threaded neck 7. This cap 1s provided with

an interior wall 10 which is inclined down-

50 wardly and inwardly from the rim 11, thus
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forming a funnel-like space 12, ‘with.a pas-
sage 13 in the center and a series of orifies
14 and 15 arranged avound the sides.

The ball or “marble” 16 is preferably
formed of some ornamental material or sub- .
stance, such as stone or colored glass or mar-
ble preferably polished and spherical and
of such a size that it neatly fits within the
mouth of the rim 11, but leaving a space
beneath it and above the inclined wall 10 g0
where any of the condiment which has failed
to be completely discharged in shaking can
collect and move. to and through the pas-
sages 14 and 15 without being caught and
packed down by the closure member 16. - The g5
closure member has a stem 17, the outer end -
of which is suitably secured in the closure
16 and passes through the opening 13 in the
center of the cap. This stem is preferably
enough smaller than the passage 13 so that vg
it will not bind when in use. The inner end
of thé stem is enlarged to prevent it from
dropping out when in the position of Fig.

3. "This enlargement may take the form
of one or more fingers 18 adapted to lcosen 75
and break up the salt or other condiment by
the movement of the member 16 and its stem
17. These fingers may be curved or other-
wise shaped to correspond with the inner wall

of the member 10 so that by rotating the go
finger or fingers any material adhering to
the wall 10 may be scraped off by simply
rotating the ball 16. o ‘ '

Ordinarily the ball rests in the cap asshown
in Figs. 1 and 2 so as to prevent any dirt 85
or moisture from getting into the receptacle
and also so as to preserve any aroma which the
condiment may have. When the shaker is
used, of course, it will be inverted as shown
in Fig. 8 at which time the closure member 90
will fall outwardly and the condiment will
sift out through the passages 14 and 15 strik-
ing against the inner face of the ball mem-
ber 16 and being thus spread in every direc-
tion. By having a plurality of openings 14 95
and 15 arranged in a plurality of circles, I
insure the best possible delivery without de-
pending upon the central passage 13 through
which the stem 17 passes. When the recep-
tacle is shaken the stem 17 and fingers 18 100
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tend to break up any caking of the condiment
which may have occurred.

When the holder is placed in its upright
position the ball 16 settles back into the fun-
nel 12, thus completely closing the mouth of
the funnel but without packing down any of
the condiment which may have fallen
off from the bLottom of the ball or swhich
may have failed to leave the outer surface of
the wall 10. Ithusinsure a tight, clean fitting
joint between the valve member or closure
16 and the edge of the funnel 12 of the cap.
Obviously, the form of design and details of
construction may be changed without depart-
ing from the spirit or scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A condiment shaker comprising a re-
ceptacle having a neck portion, a detachable
cap on said neck consisting of a cylindrical
ag body portion and a concavo-convex inmer
wall provided with a central opening and a
plurality of perforations therearound, an in-
wardly extending flange formed on the up-
per edge of said body portion, a ball seated
25 on said flange, a stem secured to said ball and

pessing loosely through said central opening

to the interior of the receptacle, and concavo-
convex fingers fixed to the inner end of said
stem and being adapted to rotatably engage
30 the concavo surface of said inner wall when

- the ball is removed from its seat, said ball and
inner concavo-convex wall being so disposed
relatively that a space is provided therebe-
tween.

2. A condiment shaker comprisin g a recep-
tacle having a neck portion, a detachable cap
on said neck consisting of a cylindrical body
portion and an inner wall provided with a
central opening and a plurality of perfora-
4o tlons therearound, an inwardly extending

flange formed on-the upper edge of said body
portion, a ball seated on said flange, a stem so-
cured to said ball and passing loosely through
said central opening, to the interior of the ro-
45 ceptacle, and a device fixed to the inner end of
sald stem and being adapted to rotatably
engage the surface of said inner wall when
the ball is removed from its seat, said ball
and inner wall being so disposed relatively
.50 that a space is provided therebetween.
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