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The. invention relates. to: a- coiri- container and moré
particularly te.a. container:for a roll of ‘coins as used in
banking practice.

Heretofore it has been customary to package a roll of
coins in a paper container, This has: the disadvantage
that the. paper container does not. have. enough strength
to prevent the container from breaking,; for example, when
handling or transporting money bags containing a plu-
rality of such containers. If one were to drop a money
bag containing coins packaged: in- papet containers, it
has been found that the containers will break which re-
sults in the inconvenience and expense of finding, sorting
and repackaging the spilled coins.

An object of the invention is to provide a coin con-
tainer which is much stronger than the paper container
used heretofore and which will withstand handling and
transporting without breakage, while being in a form
which permits the container to be readily refilled for
repeated use.

This is accomplished by providing a container of tough
flexible material such as plastic or rubber material and
in a form suitable for molding. The container pref-
erably is provided with a ridge forming an end wall or
stop for the coin roll, the container being flexible to
permit a lock ring to be mounted on the container, the
flexibility also permitting the container to be spread,
with the lock ring out of position, so that the container
can be filled with the coins, whereupon the lock ring is
moved into locking position.

The container may be made of various Iengths and
diameters for coin rolls of different heights and for
coins of different denominations.

Also, the lock ring may be made of a distinctive color,
different colors being used for coins of different de-
nominations.

The invention also provides a spreader in the form of
an attachment for the filling tube of the usual machine
employed for filling coin containers.

For further details of the invention, reference may be
made to the drawings wherein Fig. 1 is an exploded per-
spective view of the coin container and its lock ring.

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the container of
Fig. 1 filled with coins shown in broken lines and with
the lock ring in locking position.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the container of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the lock ring.

Fig. 5 is a sectional view corresponding to Fig. 2, with
the bottom of the container broken away and with the
coins omitted to show the locking feature of the lock
ring,

Fig. 6 is a view in vertical elevation of a spreader for
the container of the other figures, showing the lock ring
out of locking position and with parts broken away.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the coin container
comprises a cylindrical container 1 and its lock ring 2.
The container 1 is a molding of tough flexible plastic
material such as poly-ethylene. While this material is
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flexible, it has very little resilience: As-shown in Fig; 2,
the container-1 has an inside' diameter- which' is uniform
as indicated at 3 and-a side wall 4 which tapers out in-an
upward- direction, being thicker at the top- tham at the
bottom. The bottom of the container has an inturned
edge § with an opening 6 which is smaller than the coins
in the roll indicated at 7.

The top of the container has-a plurality of bayonet
slots, three being shown as indicated at'8; 9 and 10, As
each of these slots is the' same' in' construction, only one
will be described in detail. For example slot 8 is guite
long and extends into. the: container: for exampie for a
length-of 1.15 in., the side wall of this slot having a 1° taper
and terminating in an end stop wall 12. The other side
wall indicated at 13 is shorter and also has a 1° taper to
the point indicated at 14 where it is offset to: provide. a
lock shoulder 15 having a 10° taper, for one of the. lugs
such as 16 on the lock ring 2. The rim 17 at the top.
of the container is thus interrupted by the three slots
8, 9 and 10 into three similar segments 18, 1% and 20,
Each segment has an outer shoulder like 21, see Fig. 2,
against which- the internal shoulder 22 on the lock ring
is-adapted to abut when the lock ring-is in locking- posi-
tion as shown in Fig. 2. Each segment 18 to 20-also has
a tapering end wall as shown at 23 which terminates in
an inwardly extending stop flange 24 of smaller internal
diameter than the coins in the roll 7. Flange 24 over-
hangs and serves as an abutment for the end coin 25 when
the lock ring 2 is in locking position.

The lock ring 2 has a lug like 16 for each of the bayonat
slots 8 to 10. The lock ring 2 is a molding of non-brittle
plastic material which may be of vinyl type and this
may be in a color assigned to coins of a particular de-
nomination.

To facilitate the draft of the die or mold or its parts,
the outside of the segments 18 to 20 tapers in a down-
ward direction and the side like 11 of each slot 8 to 10
has a slight taper. Also the outside 28 of the lock ring
2, see Fig. 4, tapers in an amount such as 1° in a down.
ward direction, while the outer portion 26 of the inside
wall tapers in upwardly 4° above shoulder 22 while the
inner portion 27 of the inside wall has a 15° taper and
also the bottoms of Iugs like 16 have a 10° taper to match
the taper of the shoulders like 15.

The slots 8 to 10 divide the outer end of the container
1 into corresponding similar container segments 35, 36
and 37. Each of the container segments 35 to 37 is
flexible with little or no elasticity or stiffness and hence
little or no inherent tendency to assume the cylindrical
form shown, being held in this tubular form by the lock
ring 2 which clamps these segments against the solid con-
tents formed by the coin roll 7. The lock ring 2 is as-
sembled onto the container 1 by compressing the upper
slotted portion of the container, to pass the ring 2 over
the top of the container 1 so that each of the lugs like
16 will enter one of the slots 8 to 10, each lug can finally
come to rest at the wall like 12 at the end of the full
length of the slot, as shown in Fig. 6. The filling tube
of a conventional coin machine is indicated at 30 in
Fig. 6. To this is secured a spreader attachment 31 having
a socket 32 to receive the end of tube 30 and being se-
cured in position by solder or welding as indicated at 33.
Around bore 38 the spreader 31 has a conical cam down-
wardly facing spreader face 34 having the same taper as
taper 23 at the outer end of container 1. Spreader 31
has a bore 38 at its outer end and having a diameter the
same as the internal diameter of the filling or supply tube
30. Around the spreader face 34 the spreader 31 has a
skirt 39 which centers container 1 and limits the outward
spreading movement of the segments 35 to 37.

By pushing the container 1 upwardly, with lock ring 2
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1n its downward position, the slotted end of container 1
is spread apart so that the stop flange 24 will be pushed
aside sufficiently to permit the coins to pass from the
filler tube 30 into container 1. The machine not shown
delivers a counted roll of coins having a height which is
slightly less than the distance from the inside of shoulder
5 to the inside of the flange 24. After the stack of coins
has been fed into the container 1, the container 1 is sep-
arated from the spreader, and the fock ring 2 is moved
upwardly until shoulder 22 on lock ring 2 engages the
shoulder 21 on the container and the lock ring 2 is rotated
so that each lug like 16 will be supported and locked by
the bayonet slot or shoulder like 16.

When it is desired to empty the container, the lock ring
2 is moved out of locking position to the bottom of slots
8 to 10 as shown in Fig. 6, and the container segments
35 to 37 can be spread by hand or otherwise to push the
stop flange 24 out of the way so that the container can
be emptied.

Broad claims to a container having a flexible end stop
flange are being made in co-pending application Serial
No. 458,640, filed September 27, 1954, for Coin Con-
tainer.

Various other modifications may be made in the in-
vention without departing from the spirit of the follow-
ing claims.
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I claim:

1. A coin container comprising a unitary cylindrical
molding of flexible material, said container having a bot-
tom having an inturned stop wall, said container having
an outer end having a plurality of longitudinally extend-
ing bayonet slots dividing the container into flexible con-
tainer segments each having an outer end having an in-
wardly extending stop flange, a bayonet lock ring having
lugs for said slots, said container segments being com-
pressible to a size small enough to permit passing said
ring over the outer end of said container, the outer ends
of said segments and the inside of said ring having co-
operating shoulders preventing removal of said ring from
the outer end of said container when said segments are
in normal uncompressed position, said segments being ex-
pansible against said lock ring with said flanges in posi-
tion to act as a stop for a solid filling for said container.

2, A coin container according to claim 1, said lock
ring and its said lugs comprising a unitary molding.
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