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ADJUSTABLE BOOEHOLDER. 

Application filed January 20, 1926. serial No. 82,597. 

This invention appertains to a novel de 
vice for holding books in an orderly arrange 
ment against accidental displacement and the 
primary object of the invention is to pro 
vide a book holder for desks, tables and the 
like which can be readily expanded or con 
tracted to conform to the number and sizes 
of books which are to be held. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide an adjustable book holder embodying a 
pair of end plates with novel means for con 
necting the end plates together, whereby the 
distance between the end plates can be quick 
ly varied to accommodate any number of 
books, the means for connecting the end 
plates together tending to prevent the slip 
ping thereof relative to one another thereby 
effectively insuring the proper holding of the 
books in upright position. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an adjustable book holder embodying 
novel means for connecting the end plates 
together including a back piece against which 
the books are adapted to be placed for hold 

5 ing books of the same size in proper aline 
ment. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide a novel adjustable book holder 
of the above character, which will be durable 
and efficient in use, one that will be simple 
and easy to manufacture, and one which can 
be placed upon the market at a reasonable 
cost. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the novel construction 
arrangement and formation of parts, as Will 
be hereinafter more specifically described, 
claimed, and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating 
one form of my improved book holder, 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the same 
showing the device in use, 

Figure 3 is a transverse section through 
the novel book holder, 

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing an 
other form of the improved book holder, 

Figure 5 is a transverse section through 
the book holder of the type shown in Figure 
4 of the drawings, 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a further 
form of the book holder. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a still 
further form of the book holder, 
Figure 8 is a perspective view of a further 

form of the invention showing the end plates 
connected by a lazy tong construction. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, where 
in similar reference characters designate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
views, the letter A generally indicates one 
form of the improved book holder, which 
comprises a pair of sections 10 and 15 which 
are adjustable toward and away from each 
other. The sections 10 include an end wall or 
plate 11 arranged in a vertical plane, and a 
bottom wall or plate 12 integrally connected 
there with The longitudinal edges of the 
bottom plate or wall 12 are bent back over 
the plate in spaced relation thereto to provide 
guides 13 for receiving the sections 15 which 
will now be described. It is to be noted how 
ever that the guides 13 engage the end plate 
or wall 11 so as to brace the same and if 
preferred these flanges or guides can be sol 
dered, brazed or otherwise secured thereto. 
The section 15 embodies an end plate or 

wall 16 which is arranged in a vertical plane 
in parallel relation to the end plate or wall 11 
of the section 10 and a bottom plate or wall 
17, which is adapted to fit on top of the bot 
tom plate or wall 12 and in said guides 13. 

It is obvious from this construction that 
the sections 10 and 15 can be readily ad 
justed relative to one another according to the 
number of books, papers, files and the like 
which is placed between the end plates 11 and 
16 and that owing to the friction between the 
guides 13 and the wall 12 with the wall 17 
the end plates 11 and 16 will be normally 
held in an adjusted position against acci 
dental slipping movement. 
In Figures 4 and 5 I have shown another 

form of my invention, which is generally in 
dicated by the reference character B, which 
also embodies a pair of sections 20 and 25. 
These sections 20 and 25 are also prefer 
ably formed of metal and the section 20 
includes the end plate or wall 21, a bottom 
plate or wall 22 and a rear wall 23. 
The rear wall 23 terminates short of the up 
per end of the end plate or wall 21 as can be 
clearly seen from Figures 4 and 5 of the 
drawings. The bottom wall 22 and the rear 
wall 23 have their opposite or outer longi 
tudinal edges provided with inturned flanges, 
which are arranged in spaced relation respec 
tively to the bottom wall and the rear wall 
to form guides 24 for a purpose, which will 
be hereinafter more fully described. As 
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shown the guides 24 engage the end plate 21 
so as to form a brace therefor and can be 
rigidly connected therewith, if desired. 
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The section 25 also embodies an end wall 
26 which is arranged in spaced parallel rela 
tion to the end wall 21, a bottom plate or wall 
27 and a rear plate or wall 28. The walls 27 
and 28 are adapted to engage the inner faces 
of the walls 22 and 23 of the section 20 and 
are received in the guides 24, whereby the 
sections can be readily adjusted toward and 
away from each other to accommodate the de 
sired number of books or other matter which 
may be placed between the end walls 21 and 

5 26 thereof. It is obvious, that if a book is 
moved from the holder that it is merely neces 
sary to push the walls 21 and 26 toward one 
another so as to adjust the size of the holder 
relative to the remaining books. 
In Figure 6 have shown a still further 

modified form of the invention which is gen 
erally indicated by the reference character C 
and which embodies a pair of sections 30 and 
35, which are adjustable toward and away 
from each other. The section 30 is prefer 
ably formed from a length of hollow rod bent 
into a substantially U-shape to define a cont necting bight portion 31 and spaced parallel 
legs 32. The legs 32 are bent transversely to 
provide an upright and a horizontal Section 
so as to define the end wall or piece 33 and 
the bottom wall or piece 34. 
The section 35 is also preferably formed of 

a single length of wire which is also bent into 
a U-shape to define a connecting bight por 
tion 36 and a pair of spaced parallel legs 37. 
These legs 37 are bent transversely so as to 
provide an upright horizontal portion, which 
form respectively the end wall 38 and the bot 
tom wall or piece 39. The ends of the legs 37 
are inserted and telescoped within the legs 
34 whereby the sections can be adjusted to 
ward and away from each other to accommo 
date different sizes and number of books, files 
and the like. 
In Figure. I have illustrated a further 

form of my invention, which is generally in 
dicated by the reference character D and 
which comprises a pair of sections 40 and 45. 
These sections 40 and 45 are formed from a 
single length of wire of the desired gage, 
which is bent into a substantially U-shape 

- and bent to provide end pieces 41 and 46 and 
bottom pieces or walls 42 and 47. The inner 
terminals of the legs of the sections 40 and 
45 are coiled to provide guide eyes 43 and 48 
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respectively and these eyes receive the legs 
of the opposite sections so as to permit the 
sections to be readily moved toward and away 
from each other. It is to be noted however in 
this connection, that the eyes 43 on the sec 
tion 40 are bent downwardly, while the eyes 
48 on the Sections 45 are bent upwardly. In 
Figure 8 of the drawings I have still shown 
a further modified form of my invention, 
which is generally indicated by the reference 
character E. in this form the same embodies 
end plates 50 and 51, which are arranged in 
parallel relation. Each of these end plates 
50 and 51 are provided with inwardly direct 
ed base flanges 52 and inwardly directed end 
flanges 53. These flanges can be formed in 
tegral with the end plates if preferred. The 
bottom flanges 52 of the end plates 50 and 51 
are connected together by a lazy tong con 
struction 54 which embodies a plurality of 
pivotally connected links 55. The terminals 
of the end links of the lazy construction 54 
are pivotally connected as at 56 to the flanges. 
Any desired means can be utilized for the 
pivots such as rivets or the like. The inward 
ly directed end flanges 53 of the end plates 
50 and 51 are also connected by a lazy tong 
construction 57, which also embodies a plu 
rality of pivotally connected links 58. The 
terminals of the end links 58 of the lazy tong 
construction are pivotally connected as at 59 
to the said end flanges 53. Any preferred 
type of pivots can also be used in connecting 
the lazy tong construction with the flange. 
It is obvious in this construction, that the end 
plates 50 and 51 can be readily moved toward 
and away from each other to accommodate 
the desired number of books and that the lazy 
tong construction 58 forms a back for the 
book rest against which the book can be 
placed, So that the same can be arranged at 
the desired alinement. 
Changes in details may be made without 

departing from the spirit or scope of this in 
vention, But: 
What I claim as new is: 
A book holder comprising a pair of end 

plates, inwardly directed flanges formed on 
the lower edges of the end plates, book sup 
porting lazy tong construction connecting 
the flanges together, inwardly directed 
flanges formed on the rear edges of the end 
plates, and a lazy tong construction connect 
ing said last mentioned flanges together. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
ROBERT W. BANKS. 
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