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To wll wlom it nay concermn:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM I. BUNKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at La
Grange, Illinois, have mvented eeltaln new
and useful Imp1 ovements in Platform Rock-
ing-Chairs, of which the following is a speei-
ﬁcatlon

My invention, while it hasrelation to plat-
form rocking- ehcms has more specifically to
do with the means by which the rocking is
effected; and the invention consists, in gen-
eral telms in the construction and arrange-
ment of parts as hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a platfmm 1ock1nfr chair containing
my 1n1p10vements Fig. 2, a plan view of a
section taken in line 2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a
front elevation of arockmo"-chau' contzunmtT
my invention; Fig. 4, a 51de elevation of a
modification, and F]O‘ 5 a side elevation of
still another mochﬁcamon

In making myimproved platform 1oek1n0-
chair I prefelably make the base A of the
chair of one piece of wood, as shown in Fig.
1 of the drawings, or at least of a piece large
enough to O\tend from the floor to include
the s1de rails of the seat. As showninFig. 1,
the base includes the two side frames of the
chair as well as the side rails of the seat-
frame and are connected together by cross-
bars B, or in any other desired manner, so as
to securely hold them in the desired positions.
Below the seat-frame of the chair rocking-
surfaces Care formed in the base by makmo
incisions or cuts D from opposite sides ex-
tending nearly across the base, such incisions
or cuts passing each other on different planes
and leaving open spaces widest at the side
and gradually diminishing to a point at or
near the center of oscillation.

In Tig. 1 I have represented two incisions
or cuts in the front and three in the rear, al-
though any desired numbermay be employed.
The wedge-shaped spaces formed by the in-
cisions or cuts leave portions of the wood,
which form the rocking-surfaces C. Thein-

cisions or cuts extend from the front and rear,
respectively, beyond the center of oscillation
on different planes, though the wedge-shaped
portions of the incisions or cuts, when the
chair is in its normal position, stop short of

(No model)

the center of oscillation, so that the rocking-
surfaces will contact Wlth each other at the
center of oscillation. As the chairis rocked
backward or forward the incisions or cuts
will open and close, respectively, thus limit-
ing the extent of oscillation. It will be un-
derstood that the incisions or euts will run
with the grain of the wood and that the pieces
G, founuw the rocking-surfaces, will contain
more or less resﬂlency as the roekmo motion
of the chair will tend to bend them thus
causing them to operateas springs for 1est01-
ing the chair when undisturbed to its normal
posmon

In Fig. 4 I have shown the arrangement
somewhat modified in form. The rockan-
surfaces C and the spaces D are first founed
of a separate piece of wood or other material
and then fastened to the platform-rails and
the seat portion of the chair by screws E or
other convenient means. It isobvious, how-
ever, that the rails forming the rockmo -sur-
faces C may be made 1nteglal with elther the
seat or platform and then fastened to the
other, instead of being made separate from
both. In Fig. 5 I have shown the same ar-

rangement exeept that the rails forming the
1ock1no surfaces are all formed of (hfferent
pieces of wood orother suitable material and
then fastened together at the proper ends by
glue, screws, 11vets or other means, so as to
securely fasten them together, aftel which
they are attached to the upper and lower por-
tions of the chair.

The advantage of making the rockers of
separate pieces from that composing the chair-
frame is that wood of greater resiliency may
be employed where desued for that particu-
lar portion of the frame than for the rest,
which will enable me fo use wood of superior
quality in that particular portion of the frame.

Where the rocking-surfaces are made of a
separate portion, the base-rails, as distinetive
parts, may be dispensed with and the bottom
oneof the pieces forming the rocking-surfaces
permitted to rest directly on the floor or on
casters, if they should be desired.

I have described my invention in connec-
tion with a rocking-chair, but I do not mean
to confine myself to a chair technically, as
my invention may be applied to cradles and
other articles in which a rocking motion is
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desired. I have, however, for convenience
nsed the term ‘“chair” in myspecificationand
claims to include chairs and other articles to
which a rocking motion is to be imparted.

My improvements are intended as being
applicable to rocking-chairs as contradistin-
guished from tilting-chairs in that the rock-
ing-surfaces of my invention form a continu-
ous changing fulcrum, while tilting-chairs
are understood as having one or more points
which act as positive fulerum-points and do
not give the easy gradual rocking motion of
a rocking-chair with its constantly and con-
tinuously changing fulerum.

What I regard as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In rocking-chairs, the combination of a
chair-frame, and contacting rocking-surfaces
comprising & number of strips parallel with
the side of the frame having wedge-shaped
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spaces between their ends, substantially as
described.

2. In rocking-chairs, the combination of a
chair-frame,contacting rocking-surfaces com-
prising a number of strips parallel with the
side of the frame having wedge-shaped spaces
between their ends, and base-rails, substan-
tially as described.

3. In rocking-chairs, the combination of a
chair-frame, base-rails, contacting rocking-
surfaces comprising a number of strips paral-
lel with the side of the frame having wedge-
shaped spaces between their ends arranged
between the chair-frame and the base-rails,
and means for securing the parts together,
substantially as described.

WILLIAM I. BUNKER.

Witnesses: .

THOMAS F. SHERIDAN,
SAMUEL E. HIBBEN.
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