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4. Claims. 

The present invention relates to inkWells and 
the like and more particularly to an ever-ready 
inkwell having a seal to prevent evaporation 
and a construction to prevent spilling of the 

5 ink should the inkWell be accidentally over 
turned. ar 

Ever-ready inkWells having arrangements to 
prevent evaporation of the ink and spilling upon 
accidental over-turning have broadly been 

10 knoWn for a long time. Such arrangements 
usually consist of a pliable closure having ra 
dially projecting slits for permitting the inser 
tion of the pen into the ink. However, With 
Such devices, in use a Small amount of ink usu 

15 ally collected on the top of the closure and When 
the inkWell accidentally OWer-turned, this ink 
on the top of the closure was spilled. The pres 
ent invention Contemplates Structure SO arranged 
as to catch this Small amount of ink and there 
fore to prevent its Spilling. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

wide an inkWell or the like having a pliable split 
closure member and a doWinWardly opening 
chamber Surrounding the inkWell opening and 

is above the closure member to catch any ink that 
might be on top of the closure member when 
the inkWell is accidentally over-turned. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a removable rubber closure member Which is 
30 supported on a gasket held between the ink 

container and its cap. 
These and other objects will be apparent from 

the following specification. When taken with the 
accompanying drawing in which: 

Fig. 1 is a Section. On the line I-I of Fig. 3, 
Fig. 2 is a perspective of an inkWell according 

to the present invention, and 
Fig. 3 is a plan View of an inkWell according 

to the present invention. 
Referring particularly to the drawing, the 

reference character indicates a liquid con 
tainer which preferably is of transparent glass, 
but which may be made of any suitable and de 
sired material. The container has a wide 
mouth at the top thereof and is covered with a 
cap 2 which, aS ShoWn, is made of molded hard 
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rubber, although other materials, such as phenol 
formaldehyde condensation products or the like 
may be employed. Male threads 3 on the con 
tainer and corresponding female threads 4 
on the cap 2 provide a suitable means for ef 
fecting a connection between the container and 
the cap 2. Disposed between the container 
and the cap 2 is a gasket 5 having a central open 
ing the edge of Which is disposed in Wardly from 5 s 

(C. 120-68) 
the edge of the container for a purpose to be 
hereinafter explained. The gasket 5 should be 
of some gasket material Such as fiber and re 
sistant to ink or whatever writing liquid is dis 
posed in the container . 
The cap 2 is provided with a central opening 

6 and is outlined by a depending flange T which 
preferably is conical for the purpose of easily 
guiding a pen or other Writing instrument into 
the container. Supported beneath and around 
the opening 6 is a closure member 8 which is 
cup-shaped in form and is of Some pliable ma 
terial such as soft rubber. At the bottom of 
the closure member 8 is a central relatively thin 
and pliable portion 9 provided With a plurality 
of splits f radiating from a central point. The 
purpose of the pliable portion 9 and its Splits 
0 is to permit the insertion of a pen or other 

Writing instrument into the container and 
at the same time when the pen is Withdrawn 
from the container to seal the interior of the 
container against circulation of air from the 
atmosphere which would cause evaporation and 
against outflow of ink from the container in 
the event that it is accidentally over-turned. 
The sealing of the container against acciden 
tall outflow of ink in the event of accidental over 
turning is materially assisted by the fact that 
the pliable portion 9 is conical With the apex of 
the cone pointing inwardly so that pressure of to 
ink from Within the container tends to force 
the edges of the splitS together and to in 
crease the sealing. It Will be understood that 
the pliable portion 9 Would have the same seal 
ing action should it be concavo-convex in con 
figuration and Such a form is contemplated to 
be within the scope of the present invention. 
The sealing member 8 is provided at its upper 

edge with a bead if which is so related to the 
gasket 5 that the body of the sealing member 8 
passes through the Central Opening in the gasket, 
5 and the bead rests on the top surface of the 
gasket 5. It should be observed that the de 
pending flange T Surrounding the central open 
ing 6 of the cap 2 is spaced radially inwardly 
from the sides of the cup-shaped closure mem 
ber 8 in Such a nanner aS to provide around the 
depending flange portion 7 an encompassing 
chamber or channel 2 which has an open bot 
ton communicating with the space immediately 
abOWe the flexible portion 9 of the closure men 
ber 8. Thus should the container be acci 
dentally Overturned, any ink that might have 
been transferred past the splits 10 of the pliable 
portion 9 during continued use of the inkwell, 55 
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2 
onto the top side of the closure member 8 Will 
be caught in the chamber 2. For the purpose of 
raising the lowermost extremity of the closure 
member 8 to as high a level as possible thus mak 
ing possible the placing of a maximum amount 
of ink in the container , the cap 2 is provided 
with a raised portion 3 surrounding the opening 
6 for receiving the bead . The portion 3 also 
in proves the general appearance of the irik Wel 
as a whole.ily reaking what would etherwise be 
a flat top. . . 

It should be understood that while the inven 
tion has been described as applied to an inkwell, 
it may equally Well be applied to other similar 
containers having equivalent uses. 
Having thus described my invention what I 

desire to secure by Letters Patent and ciain is: 
1. A device of the character described, com 

prising a liquid Container having an open top, a 
detachable cap therefor having a central open 
ing, a depending flange outlining said opening, 
a closure for Said opening, said closure being in 
the for Of a cup into which said flange projects, 
a gaSket between the top of said containe' and 
Said Cup, Said gasket having an annular portion 
disposed inwardly from said container, a bead 
alround the upper edge of said cup, said gasket 
having a central opening through which said Gip 
projects, said opening being defined by said an 
nular portion, said bead resting on the top of 
Said annular portion of Said gaSket, said closure 
having a pliable split portion to permit, the ei 
trance of an instrument into said container, said 
cap clamping Said gasket against said container 

5 and independently holding said bead against sai 
gasket. 

2. A device of the character described corn 
prising a liquid container having an open top, a 
detachable cap therefor having a central open 
ing, a depending flange outlining Said opening, 
a closure for Said opening, said closure peing 
in the form of a cup into which said fiange pro 
jects, the botton and outside of said fange being 
Spaced from Said cup, Said ilange and cup pro 
Viding an open bottoined chamber surrounding 
Said flange, a gasket, between the top of said cor 
tainer and said cup, said gasket having an an 
nular portion disposed inwardly from said cor 
tainer, a bead around the upper edge of Said cup 
Shaped closure, said gasket having a central 
Opening through which said cup-shaped closure 
projects, said opening being defined by said an 
nular portion, said bead resting on the top of 
said annular portion Of Said gasket, said closure 
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having a pliable split portion beneath said open 
ing for permitting the entrance of an instrument 
into Said container, Said cap clamping Said gas 
ket against Said container and independently 
holding Said bead against Said gasket. 

3. A device of the character described compris 
ing a liquid container having an Open top, a de 
tachable cap therefor having a central opening, 
a depending flange Outlining Said opening, a clo 
Sure for Said opening, Said closure being in the 
form of a cup into which said flange projects, the 
bottom and OutSide of said flange being Spaced 
from Said Cup, Said flange and cup providing an 
Open bottomed chamber Surrounding Said flange, 
a gasket between the top of said container and 
Said Cup, Said gasket having an annular portion 
disposed inwardly from Said container, a bead 
around the upper edge of said cup, Said gasket 
having a central opening through which said cup 
projectS, Said opening being defined by said an 
nular portion, said bead resting on the top of 
Said annual portion of said gasket, said cup 
being pliable and having a central portion be 
neath. Said opening of relatively thin construc 
tion being Split for permitting the entrance of 
an instrument into Said container, said cap 
Claraping Said gasket against said container and 
independently holding said bead against said 
gasket. 

4. A device of the character described COmpris 
ing a liquid container having an open top, a de 
taciable cap therefor having a central opening, a 
depending fainge outlining said opening, a clo 
Sure for Said opening, Said closure being in the 
form of a Cup into which said flange projects, a 
gasket between the top of said container and said 
Cup, Said gasket having a central opening and 
projecting in Wardly beyond the edge of said con 
tainer, a bead around the upper edge of said 
Cup, Said Cup projecting through said opening and 
said bead resting on the upper face of said gas 
ket, Said cap having an upwardly extending por 
tion Surrounding Said opening, and receiving said 
bead, said depending flange and upwardly, ex 
tending portion forning a downwardly facing 
chaniel Surrounding said opening, said bead be 
ing disposed in Said channel, the bottom and out 
Side of Said fiange being spaced from said cup, 
Said flange and Said cup providing an open bot 
toned chamber surrounding said flange, said clo 
Sure having a pliable Split portion beneath said 
Opening for permitting the entrance of an in 
Strument into said container. 
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