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To all, Luhon, it naily concert: 
Be it known that we, ROBERT BELL and 

Lot ISA. HALL, subjects of the Queen of Eng 
land, and residents of 2 Whitburn Terrace, 
South Shields, in the county of Durham, 
England, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Automatic Reservoir or 
Fountain Inkstands, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing, forming a part there 
of, in which similar letters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts. 
This invention relates to automatic reser 

voir or fountain inkstands; and the object 
thereof is to provide an improved device of 
this class which is simple in construction and 
operation and which comprises a cylindrical 
body portion having a screw-threaded circu 
lar cap which is provided with a central de 
pending tube, at the upper end of which is 
formed an enlarged cavity or chamber into 
which a pen may be inserted, the construc 
tion and arrangement being such that the 
position of the cap or cover may be adjusted 
so as to raise or lower the ink within the said 
cavity or recess; and with this and other ob 
jects in view the invention consists in the 
construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts hereinafter described and claimed. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 

lowing specification, of which the accompa 
nying drawing forms a part, said drawing 
being a central vertical section of our im 
proved inkstand. , 
In the drawing forming part of this speci 

fication the separate parts of our invention 
are designated by letters of reference, and 
in the practice thereof we provide an ink 
stand comprising a body portion A, which is 
cylindrical in form and which may be com 
posed of glass, earthenWare, or other pre 
ferred material and which constitutes the 
reservoir or ink-holder proper. 
The bottom C. of the body portion A is pref 

erably quite thick, and the perimeter thereof 
is preferably extended, as shown at a, so as 
to provide a safe and firm base, and formed 
centrally in the bottom of the body portion 
is a cavity or recess C, the bottom being 
sloped toward this cavity. 
The upper part of the body portion A is 

enlarged, so as to form an annular rim C, the 

inner walls of which are screw-threaded, and 
We also provide a cap or cover B, which is 
provided with a depending annular body por 
tion b, the upper walls of which are screw 
threaded, so as to engage with the screw 
thread in the annular rim a', and formed in 
the lower part of the depending annular 
body portion b of the cap B is an annular 
groove b°, in which is placed a ring C, of 
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packing material, which is adapted to closely . 
fit and to form a tight joint between the 
lower portion of the annular depending body 
portion of the cap B and the inner walls of 
the body portion A of the inkstand. 
The cap or cover B is also provided with 

an annular flange or rim b, which is adapted 
to rest upon the annular rim a when the cap 
or cover is in its lowest position, and said 
cap or cover is preferably concave on its up 
per surface, and formed in the center thereof 
is a cavity or chamber b, the lower end of 
which is open and communicates with a tube 
b°, the lower end of which projects down 
Wardly to near the bottom of the inkstand 
and opens immediately over the cavity or re 
cess C. - 
The operation will be readily understood 

from the foregoing description when taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawing. 
To fill the inkstand, the top portion B is 

unscrewed completely from the reservoir A 
and turned upside down. It is then filled 
two-thirds full of ink, and while in this posi 
tion the reservoir A is screwed on well down 
and the inkstand turned right side up. It 
is then ready for use. It will be apparent 
that a slight turn of the cap will cause the 
ink to rise in the tube b° and the cavity or 
chamber t, and it will further be observed 
that after use the ink can be entirely drawn 
into the reservoir again by simply turning 
back the cap. 

It will be observed that no air can enter the 
inkstand, and the only portion of the ink ex 
posed to the air is that within the cavity or 
chamber b or the tube b°, and it will further 
be apparent that the position of the cap or 
cover may be adjusted whenever desired and 
said cap or cover raised or depressed by 
simply turning the same, and in this opera 
tion the packing-ring C forms a secure con 
nection between the said cap or cover B and 
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the body portion A of the inkstand or reser 
Voir, and it will also be apparent that by real 
Son of this construction the ink may be held 
in the cavity or chamber to at any desired 
height. 
We have also shown at D a plug provided 

with a rubber or other suitable casing or cov 
ering d, and which is designed to close a vent 
opening E in the cap or cover B, and if de 
sired the inkstand may be filled by removing 
the plug D and pouring the ink through the 
tube U, and by means of this construction 
much more ink may be placed in the inkstand 
than if the plug D and the opening E are not 
employed, and the operation after the ink 
stand has been filled will be substantially the 
Same as hereinbefore described. It will be 
understood, however, that the opening E and 
the plug D are not absolutely essential and 
may or may not be employed, and it will also 
be apparent that other changes in and modi 
fications of the construction herein described 
may be made without departing from the 
Spirit of our invention or sacrificing its ad 
vantages. 

IIaving fully described our invention, we 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. An automatic fountain-inkst and com 
prising a cylindrical body portion provided 
With a central cavity or recess, the upper part 
of said body portion being enlarged to form 
an annular rim which is interiorly screw 
threaded, a cap or cover having a depending 
annular body portion provided with exterior 
screw-threads to afford engagement for the 
parts, the lower part of the depending portion 
of the cap having formed therein an annular 
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groove, said cap being concave on its upper 
surface and having formed in the center 
thereof a cavity or chamber, the lower end of 
which is open and communicates with a de 
pending tubular extension and a band of re 
silient material adapted to be secured in said 
annular groove to render the device air and 
water tight, substantially as described. 

2. An automatic fountain-inkstand com 
prising a cylindrical body portion provided 
With a central cavity or recess, the upper part 
of said body portion being enlarged to form 
an annular rim which is interiorly screw 
threaded, a cap or cover having a depending 
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annular body portion provided with exterior 
screw-threads to afford engagement for the 
parts, the lower part of the depending portion 
Of the cap having formed therein an annular 
groove, said cap being concave on its upper 
Surface and having formed in the center 
thereof a cavity or chamber, the lower end of 
which is open and communicates with a de 
pending tubular extension and a band of re 
silient material adapted to be secured in said 
annular groove to render the device air and 
Water tight, Said cap having an auxiliary vent 
or opening formed therein, adapted to be 
closed by a plug, substantially as described. 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 
Our invention we have signed our names, in 
presence of the subscribing witnesses, this 
14th day of October, 1896. 

ROBERT BETT. 
LOUISA AIT. 

Witnesses: 
JAMES OSBORNE DAVISON, 
WILLIAM DIXON. 


