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This invention relates to hair barrettes.

Mothers have always been confronted with a vexing
problem relative to dressing the hair of their juvenile
daughters in that although a barrette is a conventional
means of retaining their daughters’ hair in place, no com-
pletely satisfactory barrette has been produced. The
chief difficulty experienced by mothers is that the barrettes
are not constructed so as to be capable of being so securely
affixed to the hair as to prevent their loss. This is especi-
ally true for young girls whose hair is frequently very fine
in texture, Mothers report the loss of so many of such
barrettes by their daughters that their use is almost pro-
hibitive unless the barrettes can be inexpensively manu-
factured and sold. Even if they can be manufactured
cheaply and sold at a reasonable price, there is the con-
stant need and inconvenience in replacing the lost items
so long as the barrette is not constructed adequately to
insure against loss thereof. Thus it can be seen that there
is an urgent need for an inexpensive barrette which will
remain secured to the child’s hair regardless of its texture.

It is a general object of my invention to provide a novel
and improved hair barrette of inexpensive and cheap con-
struction. ]

A more specific object is to provide an improved hair
barrette capable of being affixed to a child’s hair so as
to remain in the desired position regardless of the texture
of the hair.
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A still more specific object is to brovide an improved .

hair barrette which can be manufactured on a large vol-
ume basis very inexpensively and will nevertheless func-
tion in an improved manner.

Another object is to provide a novel and improved hair
barrette which can be constructed of a single piece of
material and will yet function in an improved manner.

Another object is to provide an improved hair barrette
which can be very inexpensively produced in a multiple of
desired colors.
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Another object is to provide a novel and improved hair .

barrette having cooperative interlocking elements ar-
ranged to extend transversely to the length of the hair and
to lock the hairs therebetween securely.

Another object is to provide an improved hair barrette
which will positively engage the hair of a child so securely
that it cannot slip longitudinally of the hair and become
lost.

These and other objects and advantages of my invention
will more fully appear from the following description
made in connection with the accompanying drawings,
wherein like reference characters refer to the same or
similar parts throughout the several views, and in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view on an enlarged scale of my barrette
in extended position with the hair gripping surfaces being
exposed; '

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the same barrette
extended and in open position and also on an enlarged
scale;

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of the barrette on a
smaller scale in closed posmon,
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Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken along line 4—4
of Fig. 5; and

Fig. 5 is a full-scale plan view of my barrette in closed
or locked position with a lock of hair secured therewithin.

One embodiment of my invention is shown in Figs. 1-5
wherein the entire barrette indicated genmerally as B is
pressure-molded from a flexible material such as poly-
ethylene. As shown, this barrette is comprised of a single
elongated strip indicated generally as 6 which is generally
flat and has a generally flat surface 7 which may be
doubled back upon itself when the barrette is in use as
shown in Fig. 3. This strip 6 has a reduced medial area
8 and free end portions 9 and 10. The reduced medial
area 8 faciiltates the bending of the strip so that the sub-
stantially flat surface 7 may be bent back upon itself as
shown in Fig. 3 so that the end portions constitute jaw
members designated as 11 and 12. A tab 13 extends out-
wardly from the reduced medial portion 8.

Mounted upon the generally flat surface7 isa plurahty
of ribs 14 which are laterally spaced relative to each other
and are positioned on the opposite jaw members 11 and
12 in non-aligned relation. These ribs 14 extend longi-
tudinally of the strip and of the jaw members and are
of such dimensions that each may extend between an adja-
cent pair of ribs on the opposite jaw member when the
two jaws 11 and 12 are brought together so that the ribs
may cooperate with each other. Thus it can be seen that
when the hair H is placed transversely to these ribs, as
shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the hairs will be positively engaged
by the cooperating ribs and clamped therebetween.

The free end portion 10 has an aperture 15 formed
therethrough. The opposite free end portion 9 has an up-
standing locking post 16 which has a slightly enlarged free
end portion 17. The diameter of the post 16 is substan-
tially equal to the diameter of the aperture 15 but the
enlarged free end portion 17 is of slightly greater diameter
than the aperture so that when the jaw members 11 and 12
are brought into side by side relation and the free end por-
tions 9 and 10 are brought into opposed and adjacent
relation, the enlarged end portion 17 may be forced
through the opening 15 whereupon it will retain the jaw
members in locked position. This, of course, holds the
cooperative ribs 14 in cooperative engaging relation rela-
tive to the hair to positively secure the same to the lock of
hair as shown in Fig. 5.

In use, the barrette is gripped by the tab 13 and bent to
a partially closed position at the medial area § and the
lock of hair H which is desired to be held in place is moved
between the jaw members 11 and 12. The free end por-
tion 10 is then moved toward the free end portion 9 until
the enlarged end portion 17 of the locking post 16 passes
through the aperture 15. This will retain the free end
portions 9 and 10 in locked or secured position as shown
in Fig. 3 and will hold the ribs 14 in cooperative engaging
relation. I have found that such a structure secures hair
of even the finest texture so secturely that there is no
possibility of the barrette sliding longitudinally of the hair
and becoming lost. In fact, if one seizes such a barret and
pulls on it, it will hold the hair 50 securely as to cause the
wearer of the barrette to cry out in pain.

Thus it can be seen that I have provided a novel and

~ improved barrette which clearly functions in a greatly

65

improved manner. My barrette completely obviates the
problem which mothers have faced for years in attempt-
ing to avoid the loss of barrettes which their daughters
use. The resilient nature of the ribs 14 plus their close
interlocking cooperative positions causes the hair to be

" engaged so securely as to preclude any possibility of the
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barrette from slipping longitudinally of the hair.
Another advantage of my barrette is that it can be

manufactured in large numbers at a very rapid rate and

very inexpensively. Literally thousands of these barrettes
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to extend into the space between an adjacent pair of
said ribs on the opposite jaw members when said end
portions are in opposed and adjacent relation to co-
operatively engage hair when the latter is passed between
said ribs to extend transversely of the length thereof,
and cooperative securing means carried by said free end
portions of said jaw members to retain said ribs in co-
operaive engaging position and said free end portions in
opposed and adjacent relation.

8. An unjointed hair barrette comprising a pair of op-
posed jaw members having inner end portions swingably
connected together and having free outer end portions
swingable into opposed and adjacent relation and having
surfaces opposed to each other when said end portions
are swung into opposed and adjacent relation, a plural-
ity of cooperating parallel ribs carried by the opposed
surfaces of said jaw members and extending longitudinally
thereof, said ribs cooperating with each other to posi-
tively engage hair when the latter is passed between
said elements to extend transversely of the length there-
of and said end portions are swung into opposed and
adjacent relation, and a locking post carried by the free
end portion of one of said jaw members and extending
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outwardly therefrom toward the opposed jaw member, the
other of said jaw members having an aperture formed
therein opposite said locking post and adapted to co-
operatively receive the same therein, said jaw members and
said locking post being formed integrally of polyethyl-
ene, said locking post having an enlarged free end portion
of slightly larger diameter than the diameter of said
aperture to adapt the same to retain said jaw members
in opposed and adjacent relation and said ribs in coopera-
tive engaging position after said enlarged end portion of
said locking post has been inserted through said aper-
ture.
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