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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Avcuste J. Lecourre,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Front
Steels on Corsets, of which the following is
a specification.

My invention relates to the front steels
on a corset, one of which has thereon headed
studs, and the other clasps, by which the
front steels arc secured together, and my
invention more particularly relates to the
clasps, and the studs on the front steels,

The object of my invention is to improve
upon the construction of the clasps, as ordi-
‘arily made and used on the front steels of
‘orsets. -

In the ordinary construction of the clasp,
the clasp is made of thin sheet metal. of sub-
stantially uniform thickness throughout its
length, and with an opening thercthrough
larger than the head of the stud, which is to
be combined with the clasp, to receive the
head of the stud, and with a smaller open-
ing leading out of the larger opening, to re-
ceive the shank of the stud, and secure
the clasp and stud to each other. In this
construction the stud has to be of sufficient
length on the steel, to allow of its headed
end passing freely into the larger opening
in the clasp, and then passing into the
smaller opening, to have the head extend
on the outside of the clasp. There will
always be some play between the clasp and
the headed end of the stud, and therefore
there is an opportunity for the front steels
to play one on the other, and not to be rig-
idly attached to each other, and the flesh
of the wearer is liable to be pinched between
the front edges of the two front steels.

In my improved construction of the clasps
on the front steels, I make the end of the
clasp, which has the smaller opening there-
in, and which engages the head of the stud,
of greater thickness than the rvest of the
clasp, and preferably with a beveled or in-
clined surface between the thicker end of
the clasp and the main body of the clasp,
so that the head of the stud, after it is in-
serted through the larger opening in the
clasp, will slide or move up readily onto the
thicker end of the clasp. By this construc-
tion any play between the head of the stud
and the end of the clasp is prevented, and
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the two front steels are firmly held and
locked together, so that there will not be
any appreciable movement of one steel on
the other, after the corset is on the wearver
and the two front steels are connected.

My invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction of my lmprovements,
as will be hereinafter fully described.

Referring to-the drawing :—TFigure 1 is
a front view of a pair of steels at the front
of a corset, detached, with clasps and studs
thercon embodying my Improvements. Iig.
2 shows, on an enlarged scale, the upper part
of the parts shown in Fig. 1. Tie. 3 is a
section, on line 3, 3, Fig. 2, looking in the
direction of arrow «, same figure. Fig. 4
shows the clasp section shown in Fig. 2, and,
Fig. 5 is a section on line 5, 5, Fig. 4, looking
in the direction of arrow 2, same figure,

In the accompanying drawing, 1, 1’ are
the two front steels for a corset. which,
when in use in a corset, are covered by the
cloth or textile fabric of which the corset
15 made, on both sides and edges, leaving the
upper part of the shavk and the heads of
tlie studs exposed on one steel, and the at-
laching end of the clasp on the other steel,
in the usual and well known way.

2 are the studs on one front stecl, as 1.
In this instance there are five studs which,
at their inner ends, extend through an open-
ing in the steel, and are riveted in said
opening in the usual wav, with their shank
extending above the steel with its headed
end to engage the outer snrface of the end
of the clasp, in the usual way.

3 are the elasps of my improved construe-
tion, in this instance five in number. FEach
clasp 3 counsists preferably of the flat por-
tion 3*, of uniform thickness, which may
be of the ordinary shape of clasps used on

corsets. The part 3* is secured to one of the

front steels, as 1’, by rivets 4, passing
threngh holes in the clasp 3 and in the steel
17, in the usual wav. The clasp 3 has an
opening 3% therethrongh, a little larger than
the heads of the studs 2, to freely receive
said studs in the usual way. Leading out of
the opening 3® is an opening 3° of less diam-
cter than the opening 32, to receive the shank
of the stud 2, and allow the head to extend
over the edges of said opening 3b.

I will now describe my improved con-
struction of the clasp.
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with the stud 2, to secure the two steels 1
and 1’ together, is made thicker than the
main portion of the clasp, in this instance
by striking upyor pressing out the metal, by
means of dies,‘or otherwise. The thickness
of theend 8%is alittleless than the length of
the shank of the stud 2, between the head of
the stud and the front face of the steel 17,
as shown in Fig. 8. Intermediate the
thicker end 3% of the clasp 3 and the flat
portion 3%, are the inclined or cam shaped
surfaces 30,

In connecting the studs 2 and the clasps
3, the heads of the studs 2 are passed
through the openings 8° in the clasps 3, and
then the front steels 1 and 1’ are drawn
apart, to cause the heads on the studs 2 to
pass up on the inclined parts 3° of the
clasps 3, and the shank of the studs 2 into
the narrow opening 3° in the thicker end 3¢
of the clasp 3, with the head of the stud 2
extending over the sides of said opening 3¢,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

The outer surface of the thickened end of
each of the clasps 3 is formed flat and
smooth from the edges of the smaller por-
tion of the opening outward to the rounded
edge or outer wall of the said thickened
part of the clasp, so as to present a smooth
surface which will not be liable to catch or
abrade the clothing of the wearer. The in-
ner surface of the thickened part of the
clasp, at its edge or periphery if it be struck
or pressed out of thin metal and thus formed
hollow, or throughout its inner face if it be
formed solid, is on a line, or substantially
€0, with the inner surface of the thin por-
tion of the clasp, so as to present a proper
resistance to hold the fastened clasp tightly
in place in engagement with its codperat-
ing stud.

The advantages of my improvements will
be readily appreciated by those skilled in
the art. By making the clasps for the studs
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thicke\r at their engaging ends, and of sub-
stantially the same thickness as the length
of the stud, between the covering on the
corset and the head of the stud, I prevent
any play of the clasps on the studs, and I
secure the two front steels rigidly together.
Longer studs may be used, so that after the
steels are covered, the studs will readily en-
ter through the larger opening in the clasps,
and pass into the narrower opening in the
thicker end of the clasps.

It will be understood that the details of
construction of my improvements may be
varied 1f desired.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-

_ters Patent is:

Alcorset steel provided with a series of
clasps secured thereto, each of which con-
sists ofa\a single ply or thickness of metal
having an opening which is formed with a
larger portion at one end, to receive the
head of a stud, and a smaller portion at the
other end to fit the shank or neck of the
stud, the end of said clasp having the
smaller portion of the opening being hollow
and of greater thickness than the part of
sald clasp having the larger opening, the outer
face of said clasp having inclines located at
the sides of said opening and leading from
the thinner to thethicker partsofsaid clasp;
the outer surface of said clasp surround-
ing the smaller portion of said opening be-
ing flat and smooth from the edges of said
smaller portion outward and then ter-
minating in a rounded wall; and the inner
face of said thickened portion being sub-
stantially on a line with the inner face of
the thin part of the clasp.

AUGUSTE JEAN LECOUTRE.

Witnesses:
Jon~x C. Dewey,
Minna Haas.

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

80



