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To all whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that we, ERNEST G. ScHREYER 

and CHARLES HEWSON, both citizens of the 
United States, and residents of Chicago, in 
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Toys, of which the following 
is a specification, 
This invention relates in general to toys, 

and has more particular reference to that 
type in which an object is projected from a 
box or cabinet upon release of the cover. 
One of the novel characteristics of our in 

vention resides in the provision of a cabinet 
which is preferably constructed to resemble 
a miniature phonograph provided with a 
handle or crank such as is customarily em 
ployed in winding up a phonograph, and 
upon the inside of the cabinet is mounted 
suitable mechanism operated by the crank 
by which the cover may be released so as to 
permit the forcible projection from the cab 
inet of some object which will, to the Sur 
prise of the person to whom the toy is 
handed, appear upon manipulation of the 
crank instead of a musical reproduction 
which would naturally be expected, from the 
appearance of the toy. 

In order to facilitate an understanding 
of our invention, we have illustrated on the 
accompanying drawing a preferred embodi 
ment thereof, from an inspection of which, 
when considered in connection with the foll 
lowing description, the invention and many 
of its desirable attributes should be readily 
appreciated. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a vertical sectional view through 

a toy embodying our invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line 2-2 

of Fig. 1; and 
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view on 

the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
By reference to the drawings, it will be 

observed that the cabinet, which is prefer 
ably made of sheet metal, is made in Sem 
blance of a miniature phonograph and com 
prises the body portion 4 Supported upon 
the legs 5 and provided with a cover 6hinged 
at 7 and normally urged into open position 
by a spring 8 coiled about the hinge pin 7 
with one end resting against the inner Sur 
face of the cabinet body, and the other end 
against the inner surface of the cover, as 
shown in Fig. 1. The position that the 
cover will assume under the influence of the 

Spring 8 when released is shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 1. 

Beneath the cover within the cabinet, 
there is hinged upon a transverse rod 9 a 
plate or shelf 11, which is also urged into 
the upright position shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 1 by a spring 12 coiled about the 
rod 9, one end of the Spring engaging the 
forward wall of the cabinet and the other 
end engaging beneath the plate 11, as will 
be apparent from the drawings. 
Upon the plate 11, there is disposed any 

Suitable object 13, such as a collapsible fig 
re, for instance, or any other relatively 

light object which, when the cover is released 
SO that it assumes its open position, will be 
projected upwardly from the cabinet by the 
plate 11, as the plate rapidly moves under 
the influence of the spring 12 from the full 
line to the dotted line position shown in 
Fig. 1. 
The cover is adapted to be locked in 

closed position by a pivoted latch 14 full 
crumed at 15 upon the front wall of the 
cabinet, the upper end of the latch being 
formed to provide a hook 16 adapted to 
engage an eye 17' secured to the interior of 
the cover. The lower end or tail of the latch 
is bent to provide a loop 17, by which the 
latch is swung on its pivot through the in 
strumentality of a member 18 slidably 
mounted upon a transversely extending rod 
19 and having one arm 21 engaged with the 
loop 17, and the other arm 22, which pro 
jects upwardly, engaged with a convolution 
of a spiral 23 preferably formed of wire and 
rotatably mounted at its ends in the side 
walls of the cabinet so that the axis of the 
spiral is disposed in substantial parallelism 
with the rod 19. One end of the spiral is 
equipped with a crank 24, which is disposed 
outside the cabinet substantially in the lo 
cation of the usual crank by which a phono 
graph is wound up. 

It will be apparent that when the crank is 
turned in a clockwise direction viewing Fig. 
3, the member 18 will be moved along the rod 
19 to the right, viewing Fig. 2, thereby 
Swinging the latch 14 upon its fulcrum to 
release the hook 16 from the eye 17' and that 
upon rotation of the crank in a reverse di 
rection, the latch will be swung in the oppo 
site direction to re-engage the hook 16 with 
the eye 17. 

In the operation of our toy, the plate 11 is 
first depressed into the cabinet, then the ob 
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ject 13 to be projected is positioned thereon, 
whereupon the cover 6 is swung, to closed po 
sition and there held until by manipulation 
of the crank 24 in a reverse direction the 
hook 16 of the latch is engaged with the eye 
1 to lock the cover in closed position. With 
the various parts thus positioned and locked, 
the toy may be handed to one unfamiliar 
with its workings with the information that 
by Winding up the machine, a musical repro 
duction will be produced. The victim in 
anticipation of a selection will unsuspect 
ingly turn the crank in the customary direc 
tion, whereupon after a few turns the latch 
being released from the cover eye 17 by the 
rotation of the crank, the cover will fly open 
and the object 13 will be projected upwardly 
from the cabinet toward the unsuspecting 
manipulator of the crank to the amusement 
of the bystanders. , - . - " - 

It is believed that our invention and its 
mode of operation will be understood from 
the foregoing without further description 
and it should be obvious that the details of 
construction are capable of considerable 
modification within the scope of the inven 
tion as defined in the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. A toy, comprising a cabinet, a cover 

therefor, a latch for securing said cover in 
closed site: means including a rotatable crank for locking and releasing said latch, 
and means for autoniatically projecting an 
object from said cabinet upon release of said 
cover. . . . . . . . . . . 2. A toy, comprising a cabinet, a hinged 
cover therefor, a latch for locking said cover 
in closed position, means for projecting an 
object outwardly from said cabinet upon 

1,408,037 

release of said latch, and means for operat 
ing said latch, including a rotatably mounted 
spiral, a crank for rotating said spiral, and 
a member connected to said latch and adapt 
ed to be moved by said spiral. 

3. A toy, comprising a cabinet, a cover 
therefor, a latch for securing said cover in 
closed position, a rotatably mounted spiral, 
an operating crank therefore outside said 
cabinet, and means actuated by said spiral 
for moving said latch into operative and in 
operative positions. 

4. A toy, comprising a cabinet, a hinged 
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cover therefor, a pivotally mounted latch, a rotatably motinted spiral disposed within 
said cabinet, a crank therefor outside the 
cabinet, and a slidably mounted member con 
nected with said spiral and with said latch, 
said member being adapted to swing said 
latch on its pivot into operative of inopera 
tive position upon rotation of said spiral in 
one direction or the other. 
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5. A toy, comprising a cabinet, a hinged 
covertherefor, a pivotally mounted lateh, a 
rotatable spiral within the cabinet, a manu 
ally operable crank disposed outside the cabi 
net and connected to said spiral whereby 
the same may be rotated, a rod exteriding 
transversely of said cabinet in parallelisin 
with said spiral and a member slidably 
mounted upon Said rod and affording a con 
nection between said spiral and said latch 
whereby said latch is swung about its pivot 
into operative or inoperative position upon 
rotation of said spiral in one direction or the 
other. - 

ERNEST G. SCHREYER. 
CHARLES HEWSON. 
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