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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT T. WEISS, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO YAWMAN & ERBE MANU-
FACTURING CO., OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK.

LOCKING DEVICE FOR SECTIONAL CABINETS.

960,465.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Auserr T. Wreiss,
of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New Yorlk, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Lock-
ing Devices for Sectional Cabinets; and
I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation, and to the reference-numerals marked
thereon.

My present invention relates to furniture
and it has for its object to provide an in-
terchangeable sectional cabinet unit embody-
ing improved means for temporarily secur-
ing the units of a series together, and my
improvements are further directed toward
providing a device invisible from the ex-
terior of the cabinet, yet readily accessible
to the user at all times, and toward sim-
plicity and economy of parts.

To these and other ends the invention con-
sists in certain improvements and combina-
tions of parts all as will be hereinafter
more fully described, the novel features be-
ing pointed out in the claims at the end of
the specification.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of two cabinet sections showing the re-
Iations of the locking parts all arranged and
constructed in accordance with and illustrat-
ing one embodiment of my invention, the
lower portion of the lower section being
broken away; Fig. 2 is a detail plan view
of the locking parts as they appear in the
plane of the upper wall of the lower sec-
tion. The engaging member of the upper
section is shown in section and portions of
the wall adjacent to the locking member of
the lower section are broken away; Fig. 8 is
a vertical transverse section substantially on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a vertical
longitudinal section substantially on the
line 4—4 of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a detail bottom
plan view of the codperating locking parts
as they appear in the plane of the under face
of the top wall of the lower section; and,
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal vertical central sec-
tion through the end portion of a single sec-
tion or unit of the cabinet.

T have, in the present instance shown my
improvements in connection with that ar-
ticle of furniture generically termed a sec-
tional or elastic bookcase. These usually
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comprise a base section, a plurality of con-
tainer sections and a top or cover section all
interchangeable and arranged in superposed
relation to each other but as my locking de-
vices are adapted to lock the upper portion
of any one section to the lower portion of
another, I have herein illustrated merely the
cover section and the upper portion of one of
the intermediate or containing sections.
Referring now more particularly to the
drawings wherein like numerals of reference
indicate similar parts 1 indicates the lower
of the two sections embodying a casing hav-
ing the end walls 2, the rear wall 8 and be-
ing open at the front, or said opening may
be provided with the usual glass door. The
top wall of the section is formed in the pres-
ent instance of two tie pieces 4 and 5 con-
necting the end portions 2 but terminating
short of the outer faces thereof and ar-
ranged side by side in parallelism to form
an intermediate slot 6 communicating with
the containing chamber or interior of the
section. The end walls 7 of the upper sec-
tion 7* are adapted to rest in the same plane
with and upon the corresponding walls 2 of
the lower section, and for this purpose are
constructed with recessed portions 8, where-
by they fit over the end of the tie pieces 4
and 5 and this upper section is also prefer-
ably provided with a lower wall consisting

“of tie pieces 9 that lie, when the sections are

assembled, upon either side of those of the
opposite member and prevent lateral disen-
gagement and displacement of the sections.

In the side of the tie piece 4 adjacent the
tie piece 5 I form a recess 10, preferably a
saw kerf opening into the slot 6 and extend-
ing to the end of the tie piece and arranged
to slide within the recess toward and from
the plane of the end walls 2 and 7 is a bolt
or locking member 11 which is prevented
from lateral displacement from the recess by
the opposing face of the tie piece 5. This
bolt is preferably constructed of sheet metal
having a yoke or bifurcation 12 at its outer
end and a downwardly turned flange 18 at one
of its edges, which flange projects through
the slot 6 and within the containing chamber
of the section 1 from which it is accessible
as an operating member for the bolt. To
render this operating portion convenient to
the fingers of the user and yet obviate the
necessity of extending it very far within
the chamber to interfere with the contents
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thereof a chaﬂnel 14 'is cut in the under gide |
of the tie pieces coincident with but wider |
.than the slot-6 and extending throughout

the range of movement of the operating
member.
Projecting downwardly from and in the

plane of the end wall 7 of the top section
1s'a pin or projection 15 forming a headed

engaging member that arranges itself, when
the sections are assembled, opposite the end
of the recess'10, as shown in Fig. 8, so that

“thereafter all that is necessary to lock the

sections is to reach within the chamber of
the lower section 1 and by means of the
operating - member 13 slide the bolt 11 to-
ward the wall 2, whereupon the yoke 12 at
its outer end cooperates with the engaging
member 15 above the headed portion thereof.
As the end walls of the sections are usually
made of relatively light material and the
tie pieces must be extended thercon suffi-
ciently for security in the connection I pro-
vide a recess 16 in the end of one or both
intersecting the slot or recess 10 for the
locking member in order that the engaging
member 15 may readily find its place when
the upper section is roughly applied to the

‘lower, and in this latter manipulation the
“tie pieces 4 and 5 on one section and 9 on

the other readily position the parts as well

“as preventing their lateral displacement at

all times. The bottom of the lower section
1 is, of course, formed to duplicate the cor-
responding position of the top section 7@
as 1s usual, so that each section other than
the base and cover carry all the elements
of the locking combination, only the parts
carried on one side are adapted fo codperate

- with devices formed in accordance with
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those on the other on an adjacent unit of
the cabinet with which it is assembled pro-

ducing an interchangeable relation of .the

sections. : 7
It will be observed that my locking means
are entirely concealed by the end walls of

- the sections, the latter meeting in an even:
line to preserve the usual attractive ap--

pearance. It will also be understood that
the positions of the codperating locking de-
vices may be reversed, it being immaterial
whether the bolt 18 be upon the top or
bottom section, as illustrated by an inver-
sion of the arrangement herein”shown, ex-
cept that it might be inconvenient to have
the operating portion of the bolt on the bot-
tom or floor of the lower section.. My
improvements could further be utilized in

~ locking the units of a horizontally arranged

. 69

85

tier all without departing from the spirit of
my invention.

I claim as my invention:

1. An interchangeable unit for the forma-
tion of sectional cabinets comprising a cas-
ing ‘having a chamber therein and a recess

in one wall thereof, the upper and lower

960,465

poftions of l,thek casing being provided, re-
spectively, with members each adapted to

interlock with a member formed in aceord-

ance with the other on an adjacent. unit
of the cabinet, one of said members embody-
ing an engaging projection and the other a
locking member unattachedly retained be-
tween the walls of the beforementiened re-
cess and movable therein into and out of co-
operation with its engaging projection and
having an operating portion accessible from
within the chamber. '

2. In an interchangeable unit for the for-
mation of sectional cabinets, the combina-
tion with a casing having a chamber therein
and provided with a recess in one wall there-
of and with a slot leading from the recess
to the chamber, of members arranged upon
the upper and lower portions of the casing,
respectively, each adapted to interlock with
a member formed in accordance with the
other on an adjacent unit of the cabinet, one
of said members embodying an engaging
projection and the other a locking member
unattachedly retained between the walls of

_the recess of the casing and movable therein

into and out of cobperation with its engag-

ing member and having an operating por-

tion projecting through the slot and within
the chamber. , '

3. In an interchangeable unit for the for-
mation of sectional cabinets, the combina-
tion with a casing having a tie piece con-
necting its end walls, of members arranged
upon opposite sides thereof respectively,
each adapted to interlock with a member
formed in accordance with the other on
an adjacent unit of the cabinet, one of said

-members embodying an engaging projéction

extending in the plane of one of the end
walls and the other a locking member car-
ried by the tie piece  and. movable toward
and from the plane of said end wall, and
into and out ‘of codperation with its engag-
ing member to lock the sections together.

4. The combination with two furniture
sections -having corresponding walls ar-
ranged in the same plane, of an engaging
member .arranged in the plane of the wall
of one section, a tie piece connecting oppo-
site walls of the other section and a locking
member carried by the tie piece and movable
toward and from the plane common to the
walls of both sections and into and out of co-
operation with the engaging member to tem-
porarily lock the sections together. . :

5. In an interchangeable unit for the for-
mation of sectional cabinets, the combina-
tion with a casing having a chamber there-

in and a tie piece connecting opposite walls’
thereof and provided with ‘a kerf, of mem-
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bers arranged upon opposite sides thereof,

respectively, each adapted to interlock with
a member formed in accordance with the

other on an adjacent unit of the cabinet, one
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of said members embodying an engaging
projection and the other a sliding bolt ar-
ranged in the kerf in the tie piece to move
into and out of codperation with its engag-
ing member and having an engaging por-
tion projecting within the chamber.

6. In an interchangeable unit for the for-
mation of sectional cabinets, the combina-
tion with a casing having a chamber therein
and parallel tie pieces connecting opposite
walls thereof, one of said tie pileces being
provided with a kerf on the side adjacent to
the other, of members arranged upon oppo-
site ‘sides of said casing respectively, each
adapted to interlock with a member formed
in accordance with the other on an adjacent
unit of the cabinet, one of said members em-
bodying an engaging projection and the
other a bolt arranged in the kerf to move
into and out of coOperation with its engag-
ing projection and having an operating por-
tion projecting between the tie pieces and
accessible from within the chamber.

7. In an interchangeable unit for the for-
mation of sectional cabinets, the combina-
tion with a casing having parallel tie pieces
connecting opposite walls thereof, one of
said tie pieces being provided with a kerf
on the side adjacent to the other, of mem-
bers arranged upon opposite sides of said
casing, respectively, each adapted to inter-
lock with a member formed in accordance

&

with the other on an adjacent unit of the
cabinet, one of said members embodying a
headed projection, and the other a flat slid-
ing bolt having a bifurcated end arranged
in the kerf in the tie piece to move into and
out of codperation with the head of its en-
gaging member, said bolt being provided
with an operating flange projecting between
the tie pieces.

8. In an interchangeable unit for the for-
mation of sectional cabinets, the combina-
tion with a casing having a tie piece extend-
ing between and resting upon its end walls
at one side of the latter, the opposite sides
of said walls being provided with recessed
portions adapted to fit over the ends of tie
pieces on another adjacent and similarly
formed section or unit, of members arranged
upon two opposite sides of the section, re-
spectively, each adapted to interlock with
a member formed in' accordance with the
other on an adjacent unit, one of said mem-
bers embodying a headed projection in the
recess of the end wall of the section and the
other a locking member carried by the tie
piece and movable into and out of position
Tor cobperation with its headed projection.

ALBERT T. WEISS.

‘Witnesses:
Russerr. B. GrirriTa,
Frorexce E. Franck.
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