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UNITED STATES 

1,592,886 

PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM ADALBERT HARMAN, OF WASILLA, TERRITORY OF ALASKA. 

SHOE GUARD. 

Application filed June 21, 1922. Serial No. 569,796. 
This invention has reference to shoe 

gliards to be positioned over the sole of a 
shoe when a person is spading or tamping 
with a spade or similar tamping implement, 
to protect the Sole against being cut. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a guard of this character having a plu 
l'ality of blade engaging portions to prevent 
slipping of the guard over the blade of the 
inpiement. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide a protecting flange to protect the 
instep portion of the shoe to which the guard 
is attached, and prevent wear of the shoe 
at this point. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view which will appear as the description 
roceeds, the invention resides in the com 

bination and arrangement of parts and in the 
details of construction hereinafter described 
and claimed, it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the 
invention herein disclosed, may be made 
within the scope of what is claimed, with 
out departing from the Spirit of the inven 
tion. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure 1 is an elevational view of the 

sid: disclosing the same as attached to a 
SOC. 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the 
guard. - 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the 
guard embodies a toe Section 5, an instep 

and an intermediate section (, all ection 6 
of which sections being formed of sheet 
inetal having an outline conforming to the 
outline of the sole of a shoe. 
The intermediate section it is connected to 

the toe section 5 and to the instep Section 6, 
by means of the hinges 8, which hinges per 
unit movement of the sections of the guard 
with respect to each other to compensate for 
the flexing of the sole of the shoe to which 
the guard is attached, incident to the person 
walking. . . 

At the rear of the instep section 6 is a 
depending flange 9 which is designed to lie 
in close engagement with the forward end 
of the heel of the shoe and provide a stop 
to be engaged by the upper edge of the blade 

S 

against which the guard is moved, to pro 
tect the heel against wear. 
Formed integral with the instep section 6 

are upwardly extending flanges 10, which 
are disposed at opposite sides of the instep 
Section 6 and guard the sides of the shoe 
against wear by contact with the handle of 
the implement, when the device is being 
SeC. 
Openings 11 are formed in the flanges 10 

which openings accommodate the strap 
members 10 and 11, the strap member 10 
being passed around the shoe or foot of the 
Wearer from where the same is connected to 
he strap 11 as by means of the buckle 12'. 
Formed integral with the toe section 5 are 
upwardly extending members 12 which are 
also formed with openings 13 to accommo 
date the strap member 14 for securing the 
forward portion of the guard in position. 
Spurs indicated at 15 are stamped from 

the toe portion and are bent downwardly 
to prevent slipping of the person using the 
guard, while walking. -- 

aving thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is:- 
A shoe guard including a toe section, an 

instep section and an intermediate section, 
hinges for pivotally connecting the toe sec 
tion and the instep section with the inter 
mediate Section, the intermediate section 
iying flat against the ball of the shoe to 
which the device is secured, said hinges ex 
tending beyond the surface of the toe sec 
tion to provide anti-skid portions, a flange 
formed along the rear edge of the instep 
section and extending beyond the heel of the 
shoe to dig into the surface on which the 
guard is used, the sides of the instep section 
extending upwardly to embrace portions of 
the sides of the shoe, and having openings. 
a strap extending through the openings to 
secure the guard to the foot of the user, 
means for securing the toe sections to the 
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foot of the user, and spurs struck from the 
toe section. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa 
ture. 

WILLIAMAD ALBERT HARMAN. 

  


