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To all tuhon, it may concern. 
Beit known that I, HARRY W. BUCKLAND, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Wa. 
terbury, in the county of New Haven and State 
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Clasps; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to the class of clasps 

used in connection with garment-supporters, 
more especially in supporting ladies and 
children's stockings, and is an improvement 
upon the invention described in my former 
Letter's Patent No. 361,984, dated April 26, 
1SS7, the object being to improve the con 
struction and mode of operation in use with 
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out in any way adding to the cost of manu 
facture. With this end in view I have de 
Vised the simple and novel construction of 
Which the following description, in connection 
With the accompanying drawings, is a speci 
fication, numbers being used to denote the 
Several parts. 

Figure I is an elevation illustrating my 
novel clasp secured to a piece of textile web; 
Fig. 2, a similar view illustrating the manner 
in which a fold of a stocking or other garment 
is inserted in the clasp, and Fig. 3 is a similar 
view illustrating the manner in which the 
fold is held in use. 
My novel clasp is adapted to be struck com 

plete from a strip of sheet metal. - 
I denotes the body, which may be of any 

Suitable shape or size. The metal from the 
gentral portion of the body is removed, leav 
ing an opening, 2. 
3 denotes a tongue projecting from one side 

of the body, which lies in the same plane there 
With and extends down into the lower end of 
the opening, leaving the upper portion of the 
Opening clear for the insertion of a fold or an 
edge of a garment, as will presently be more 
fully explained. The exact shape of this 
tongue is not of the essence of my invention. 
I preferably, however, round the lower end, 
as shown in the drawings, the opening at the 
lower end of the body conforming to the shape 

of the lower end of the tongue, the metal 5o 
forming the tongue being merely detached 
from the body at the lower end and left at 
tached at the side, as is clearly shown. The 
upper end of the body is preferably straight 
across, or nearly so, and the web 4 of the sup 
porter is simply passed through the opening 
and stitched in the usual manner, as is clearly 
shown. 
In use the edge of a stocking or other gar 

ment or a fold thereof is caught between the 
thumb and finger and passed through the up 
per portion of the opening above the tongue, as 
clearly shown in Fig.2. The fold is then drawn 
down between the lower end of the body and 
the lower end of the tongue, the lower end of 65 
the body lying over the material of the gar 
ment and the fold lying over the end of the 
tongue. As soon as the fold of garment is re 
leased it is firmly grasped between the end of 
the tongue and the lower end of the body. 7o 
It is thus rendered impossible to remove the 
fold of the garment from the clasp by direct 
pull, as the stronger the pull the more tightly 
the tongue is drawn down upon the portion 
of the material of the garment lying between 75 
the end of the tongue and the inner edge of 
the lower end of the body. 

It will be seen from Fig. 3 that the upper 
end of the fold covers the lower end of the 
tongue and acts to draw it inward when 
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strain is applied. The tongue, however, can 
not be drawn through the opening, as a portion 
of the fold lies under the tongue-that is, be 
tween it and the inner edge of the lower por 
tion of the body. The construction is such 
that although the finest and lightest of stock 
ings are held firmly there is no danger what 
ever of the clasp either cutting or tearing 
them. To remove the fold of garment from 
the clasp it is simply necessary to relieve 
the strain and draw the fold of garment up 
ward into the opening above the tongue, as 
in Fig. 2, from whence it slips out without ob 
struction. - 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim 
The clasp herein described, consisting of a 

body having an opening and a tongue pro 
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jecting inward from one side and extending In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
down into the lower end of the opening, so presence of two witnesses. 
that the upper portion of the opening is left 
clear for the insertion of a fold of a garment, HARRY: W. BUCKLAND. 

5 which in the engaged position lies over the 
tongue and between the end of the tongue Witnesses: 
and the inner edge of the lower portion of A. M. WoOSTER, 
the opening. C. E. RUGGLES. 


