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Lo all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, Brrrrorp H. Kanp,
a citizen of the United States; and a resident
of Sanger, in the county of Fresno and
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Limb Sup-
ports, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, ‘

This invention relates to limb supports
such as adapted to be used for supporting
limbs of fruit trees by wooden props.

An object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a simple and reliable support
constructed of a single strand of steel wire
which may be readily attached to a prop and
maintained in position by cooperating means
Torming an integral part of the limb sup-
port.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a limb support which is con-
structed of a single strand of steel wire and
so bent as to provide not only a limb en-
gaging means but a clamping and penetrat-
mng means which are adapted to engage the
pole and maintain the limb support in a
fixed position on said pole.

Other objects and objects relating to de-
tails of construction will be hereinafter de-
sceribed. :

The invention is illustrated by way of
example in the accompanying drawings, in
which,

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of my
bmb support shown in operative relation
with a limb and a pole.

Fignre 2 is a side view of the same mount-
ed_in position on the pole.

Reforring to the drawings, the limb sup-

port is formed of a single strand of steel
wire bent intermediate its ends to form a
loop 1 with the portions 2 and 8 of the legs
carried in parallel relation to form an up-
standing member A. The logs ave bent at
an angle as shown at 4 to form a seat for
the Timb of the tree shown in dotted lines.

Bevond the parallel portions 2 and 3
and the angular portion 4, the legs are ex-
tended across each other with the leg 2
curved nupwardly at 5 whereby the parallel
portions 6 and 7 are located in the same
horizontal plane. The portions 6 and 7 of
the legs are spaced from each other and
adapted to embrace the pole 8 and form a
clamping member B for firmly gripping the
sides of said pole. ;

In order to form the parallel portions

1, 1222, Serial No. 598,374.

6 -and 7 of the legs, the legs are bent out-
wardly as shown at 9. The portions 6 and
7 of the clamping member B are bent in-
wardly as shown at 10 and intimately twist-
ed to form a supporting arm 11. This arm
is bent upwardly at an angle to the clamp-
ing member B and is adapted to engage 1n
contiguous relation with the rear edge of
the pole 8.

The free ends of the legs beyond the
twisted portion 11 are bent inwardly with
their ends sharpened to form barbs 12
and 13 which are adapted to be driven into

‘the pole.

When the pole 8 is placed in proper posi-
tion relative to the limb of a fruit tree, the
limb support, after having been placed upon
the pole 8 with the clamping member B
embracing opposite sides of the pole, is
moved to a position on the pole where the
seat C or limb engaging member of the
support engages. the limb. The barbs 12
and 13 are forced into the pole 8 by means
of a hammer or other instrument suitable
for the purpose.

It will be seen by my simple and compact
limb support that said support may be
readily positioned on the pole 8 for sup-
porting a limb and be maintained in posi-
tion not only by the clamping member B
of the support but by the barbs 12 and 13.
The supporting arm 11 engaging the rear
edge of the pole will Likewise cooperate
with the bars and the clamping member for
maintaining the support in rigid position
with the pole 8. Furthermore the clamp-
ing member is capable of heing placed upon
poles of various dimensions since the mem-
bers 6 and 7 of the clamp B may be moved
apart for the purpose. Since those portions
of the legs which cross each other at 5
are movable relative to each other they per-
mit of more or less expansion of the mem-
bers 6 and 7 of the clamp.

Any number of the limb supports may be
positioned on a pole for supporting any
number of limbs at various heights along
the pole. Tt is only necessary to equip the
pole with a sufficient number of limb sup-
ports and move them relative to each other
by extending the clamping members 6 and
7. Thesé clamping members are readily
expansible by pressure on the parallel por-
tions 2 and 3 of the loop and since the legs
cross each other at 5 movement of the por-
tions 2 and 8 of the legs toward each other
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will cause an expansive movement of the
members 6 and 7 of the clamp B.

What I claim is:

A limb support adapted to be mounted on
a pole and formed of a single strand of
steel wire bent intermediate its ends into
a loop, with the legs of the loop bent at an
angle to provide a limb engaging member,
the legs of the loop beyond the angular por-
tion crossing each other and extended in
parallel relation, with the legs beyond the
parallel portion being beat inwardly and
upwardly at an angle for a portion of their

lengths the bent itp portions being intimate-
ly twisted, the free ends of the legs being
bent inwardly and provided with sharp
points forming barbs adapted to penetrate
the pole, with the parallel portions of the
legs embracing the pole in clamping vela-
tion, the barbs and the clamping parallel
portions cooperating to maintain the limb
support in position on the pole, the inwardly
bent portions and twisted portion of the
legs adapted to engage the pole to relieve
gtrain on the barbs. 1
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