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This invention relates to game holders or car riers, and particularly to such devices adapted 
to be supported from the clothing of the hunter 
and to securely hold and carry small game by the 
neck or legs, 

It is an object of my invention to provide a sim 
ple, inexpensive game carrier adapted to be read 
ily, connected with or supported from an article of 
clothing such as a belt, a loop, or an edge of a 
pocket or pair of trousers, and which will effec 
tively retain the game at the hips and thighs of 
a hunter without interfering with his walking, 
aiming and other movements. 
More specifically, it is an object to provide a 

game holder and carrier in the form of a simple, 
integrally constructed device formed to provide 
a retaining element for connection with a belt or 
other supporting portion of a hunter's clothing, 
and formed also to provide a substantially verti 
cal, narrow, slotted member having an open en 
trance portion at its upper end for receiving the 
necks and legs of small game, whereby the game 
will be securely held betwen the opposing sides 
of the slotted member with the natural enlarge 
ments of the game, such as the head or feet, posi tively retaining the game from displacement. 
Another object is to provide in such an inte 

gral device projecting means adjacent the throat 
or entrance of the holder proper to prevent up 
ward disengagement of the game from the cón 
fines of the slotted portion. 

Still another object is the provision of readily 
: detachable means for engagement with a belt, loop, pocket or other upwardly extending edge to 
support the holder. 

It is another object to provide a small, com 
pact holder for small game which may be con 
veniently worn at or adjacent the hips of the 
hunter, and which is of such size and shape that 
a number thereof may be simultaneously utilized 
without seriously interfering with hunting opera 
tions and in which fowls or other small game as 
they are shot may be readily and easily secured 
and held while the hunter is standing or walk ing. 
These and other objects, and advantages will 

be more apparent from the following description 
made in connection with the accompanying draw 
ing, wherein like reference characters refer to 
the same parts throughout the several views, and 
in which: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view, show 
ingone of my game holders, and carriers attached 
to the belt adjacent the hip of the wearer; 
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Fig. 2 is a side elevation of one form of my 
game holder detached, and 

Figs, 3 to 11, inclusive, are similar views of 
somewhat different forms of the invention. 
In the form of the invention shown in Figs. 1 

and 2, the holder device 5 is bent or otherwise 
formed in the shape shown from an integral 
piece of material such as a stiff wire or rod, pref 
erably capable of being bent into shape with 
pl’Oper tools and possessing a considerable degree 
of resiliency. The device comprises a narrow 
retaining loop 5a, which may be bent from the 
upper end thereof, having an open and converg 
ing entrance throat 5b to facilitate engagement 
of the loop with a belt, pocket or upstanding edge 
Such as the top of a pair of trousers. The slot 
formed by the loop is diminished preferably ad 
jacent the entrance portion to provide for resil 
ient clamping action when the device is attached 
to and Supported from the edge of a piece of 
clothing. 
The body 5c of my game holder 5 is straight 

and extends downwardly for some distance below 
the loop 5a forming the shank of a hook-shaped 
game retainer 5.d, which may be conveniently 
constructed by bending the lower end of the rod 
Or wire upwardly, and which preferably has its 
upper extremity bent outwardly at 5e. It will 
be noted that the shank portion 5c and hook 
portion 5d of member 5 define a relatively nar 
row slot S which is slightly wider at its upper 
and open portion than at its lower portion, ta 
pering in width from top to bottom. The en 
trance to this. Slot between the two turned ex 
tremities of the rod or wire is of sufficient clear 
ance to enable the neck portion of most game 
fowls to be readily passed therethrough to cause 
the neck to be engaged with the slotted member. 
The width of the slot S is sufficiently narrow to 
prevent slippage of the head therethrough and 
the game is thus retained within the confines of 
the hook shaped portion. The element, 5d may 
be sprung out somewhat with reference to the 
shank portion 5c in the event the legs or necks 
of game animals are too large for reception by 
the entrance portion of the device. 
In use the narrow retaining loop. 5a may be 

quickly slipped over a belt, an edge of a pocket 
or the upper waist band of a pair of trousers or 
other upstanding edge, and is preferably disposed 
adjacent the hips of the wearer. Two or three of 
these devices may be worn about each hip with 
out inconvenience. In attaching my game holder 
the hook portion constituting the game holder 
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proper, is disposed outwardly for convenience of 
attaching game. 

Fig. 1 illustrates the manner in which a duck 
is positively Secured within the confines of the 
hook-shaped element, the Weight of the body, of 
course, placing the strain upOn the thicker head 
of the fowl and the neck only being disposed in 
the slotted portion. The hook-shaped part of 
the device is purposely relatively short to pre 
went interference with the legs and hips during 
walking or other movements of the hunter, but 
in view of the relatively small diameter of the 
game animal's neck or leg near the foot, Several 
of Such animals may be secured and effectively 
held by the device. 
The construction and positioning of the out 

wardly bent extremity 5f of the loop portion 5a. 
at the upper end of the slot prevents accidental 
displacement or disengagement of the game up 
wardly when the hunter is sitting down or in 
position where the body of the game would be 
urged in an upWard direction. The game may be 
readily detached from the slot-forming-confining 
hook by pressing the neck against the outward 
hook portion 5d and, if necessary, slightly bend 
ing the same out Wardly, the resiliency of the rod 
or wire from which the device is constructed 
causing the hook portion to return to normal 
position. The device is relatively short, very 
compact and a number may be carried in the 
pocket of a hunting coat and attached to the 
belt as needed. They extend downwardly fronn 
a belt or top of the upper trousers edge only a 
short distance and do not in any Way interfere 
With Walking, stooping or other movements of : 

- the hunter. 
In Fig. 3 a slightly different form of the in 

vention is shown wherein the confining hook and 
all parts of the device are similar to the form 
shown in Fig. 2, with the exception that the 
elongated loop fia is closed, the extremity of the 
upper piece of the rod being inturned to form 
an abutment f8f which has the function of the 
out-turned extremity 5f in Fig. 2 in preventing 
displacent of game from the retaining hook. 

In Fig. 4 the length of the device is somewhat 
shorter than that of the forms previously de 
scribed, the hock portion 7d extending nearly 
to the top Of the retaining loop. Also it will be 
noted that the retaining loop la is reversed in 
relation to the loop of the device f 5, shown in 
Fig. 2, being disposed rearwardly of the confining 
hook. This device is somewhat better adapted 
for attachment to the edge of a pocket or the 
upper waistband edge of a pair of trousers. 
In Fig. 5 the device 8 is essentially similar 

to the device shown in Fig. 2, the difference, how 
ever, being in that a more restricted abutment 
or closure is formed for the entrance throat of 
the slot S. The outWard hook portion 8d has 
its upper extremity 8e bent in Wardly into close 
relationship with the outwardly turned extremity 
8f of the elongated retaining loop. With this 
device in all cases to insert the neck or leg of a 
small game animal, the part 8d must be re 
siliently flexed outwardly. 
The form shown in Fig. 6 is Similar to the form 

shown in Fig. 2, with the exception that the ex 
tremities of the rod or piece of material from 
which the device is made are curled or circularly 
bent at points 9f and 9e to better facilitate the 
entrance of the neck or legs of an animal into 
the confining slot. 
In Fig. 7 a. somewhat different form is shown 

essentially similar to the form shown in Fig. 4, 
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2,320,06? 
but having, however, the elongated loop 20a 
closed at its lower portion by inwardly bending 
the upper extremity of the material while the 
other extremity of the material is bent inwardly 
at 20e to form an abutment for preventing dis 
placement of game from the carrier. In this 
form, as in the form shown in Fig. 5, the hook 
portion 20d must always be flexed outwardly for 
insertion of the neck or legs of an animal. 
The form shown in Fig. 8 is similar to the form 

shown in Fig. 2, with the exception that the outer 
hook portion 2 id is extended upwardly above the 
lower end of loop portion 2 a. and terminates in 
an outwardly curved extremity 2?e cooperating 
with the opposing bent portion 2 f of the loop 
to assist in guiding an animal into the confining 
slot and enabling the camming effect to be ob 
tained for springing hook portion 2d Outwardly. 
The form shown in Fig. 9 is similar to the 

form shown in Fig. 2 with the exception, how 
ever, that the upper end of the hook portion 22d 
is bent adjacent its upper extremity to form an 
abutment or detent 22g, forming more of a re 
striction against upWard displacement of the 
game than in the form shown in Fig. 2. 
The form shown in Fig. 10 is similar to the 

form shown in Fig. 2, with the exception, how 
ever, that the hook portion 23d is tortuously 
bent to provide a series of (as shown, three) con 
cave neck retaining elements 23h, each adapted 
to individually retain the neck or leg of an 
animal, and these elements being spaced apart 
by concave bends or abutments 23g which each 
restrict upward displacement of the respective 
animals held. 

Fig. 11 shows a form wherein the outward hook 
portion 24d extends above the lower retaining 
loop 24a and the portion of the loop adjacent the 
hook is outwardly bent to cooperate with the 
hook to provide an abutment 24k.to prevent up 
ward displacement of the game from the con 
fining slot of the hook. . . . . 
From the foregoing description it will be seen 

that I have provided an extremely simple, inex 
pensive and highly efficient game carrier adapted 
to be readily connected to and supported from 
a belt, upstanding edge, pocket, loop or other 
articles of clothing of the hunter and constructed 
to positively retain small game at the hips and 
thighs of the hunter. 

It will further be seen that the device is com 
pact and so constructed and positioned that it 
will not impede in any way the free movements 
of the hunter, nor become entangled with brush 
or debris, as is the case with many elongated 
game carriers utilized at this time. . . 

It will further be seen that an efficient means 
is provided in my device for preventing upward 
movement and displacement of game from the 
carrier when the hunter sits down or moves in 
Such a Way as to normally urge upward move 
ment of the game. . . . . . . 

It will, of course, be understood that various 
changes may be made in the form, details, pro 
portions and arrangements of the parts without 
departing from the Scope of my invention. 
While the carrier of the present invention has 

been described as a carrier for game, it will, of 
course, be understood that the carrier can be used 
for holding and supporting from the belt of the 
wearer a great variety of articles such as tools, 
packages, lunch boxes etc. to leave the hands 
of the wearer free and clear. While in the claim 
the carrier is referred to as a carrier for small 
game, it will be appreciated that said terminology 
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is to be taken to mean a carrier for game as well 
as for other purposes. 
What is claimed is: 
A carrier for Small game comprising, an in 

tegral length of rod material bent at an inter 
mediate portion in the form of a narrow U with 
the sides of said U being in nearly parallel rela 
tionship and cooperatively defining a narrow 
game holding slot for the reception of the necks 
or feet of game animals, the upper portion of One 
of the legs of said U-shaped portion terminating 
in a free end extending upwardly and disposed 
Some distance below the upper end of the other 

0 

3. 
leg of the U, the opposite end of the length of 
material being bent upon itself above said free 
end and on the side of said length adjacent said 
free end to constitute a belt receiving loop, said 
loop being open at its lower portion with the ex 
tremity of said loop forming the end being bent 
OutWardly in opposition to the open end of Said 
slot and sufficiently close thereto to prevent acci 
dental removal of game from the game holding 
slot and to further facilitate an entrance of a 
belt into said loop. 

HARRY J. CAUGHREN. 


