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70 a// ?¢h0ma, ?¢ ???a?/ 00??¢¢/'??); 
Be it knoWn that II, IRA P. PAYNE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Dubois, 
in the county of Clearfield and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented certain neW 
and useful imprOwements in Railroad 
Spikes; and I do hereby declare the folloW 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the inwention, such as Will enable otherS 
skilled in the art to Which it appertainS tO 
make and use the Same. 
This imwention relates to neW and useful 

improvements in railroad SpikeS and has for 
its principal object to provide a spike Which 
may be easily put in place. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

wide a spike which will firmly hold a rail 
and prevent it from becoming accidentally 
WithdraWm. ~ 

A further object of the invention is to 
prOwide a Spike hawing a, starting point to 
insure the same being driven into , the tie 
in the proper position. 
With the abowe and other objects in wieW, 

the invention consists in nOwel combination 
and arrangement of partS. Which Will be 
fully set forth in the following Specification 
and accompanying draWings, in Which, 
Figure 1 is a sectional wiew of a rail and tie, showing my improwed Spike in pOSition, 

and Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of a 
spike constructed in accordance With this in- · 
Wention. ? Referring now to the draWings by charac 
ters of reference, the numeral 1 designateS 

"a, railroad tie, while the numeral 2 desig 
nates, as an entirety, a railroad rail. The 
spike which is designated, generally, by the 
numeral 8 preferably comprises the Shank 4 
having formed at the upper_end thereof the 
usual head 5. Immediately beneath the 
|head and formed integral With the shank is 
preferably provided the lip 6 , Which is 
adapted to forma, shoulder against Which . 
the loWer side of the flange of the rail is 
adapted to rest When the dewice is in place. 
The usual point 'f is prOwided at the end of 

the Shank Opposite the head 5 and is adapted 
to permit of easy placing of the spike in po• 
sition. An auxiliary point, 8 is formed on 
the point_f and is adapted to form a guide 
Which, Will materially assist in putting the Spike in place. 

It Will be clearly seen from the foregoing 
that. When it is_desired to place the spike 
in place on a railroad tie, the point, 8 is first 
brought in contact With the surface of a tie 
and the Same driven downwardly, thus it 
Will be Seen that the point 8 will act as a guide and inSure the proper positioning of 
the Spike With relation to the tie. Further 
more it Will be evident that through the 
action of the lip 6, which abuts the lower' 
Side of the flange of the rail, the Spike Will 
be prewented from becoming accidentally 
WithdraWm and . thus the spreading of the 
rails Will be eliminated. 
While in the foregoing I have shoWn and 

described the preferred embodiment of my 
inWention, it Will be understood that minor ' 
changes in construction, combination and 
arrangement of partS may be made Without 
departing from the spirit and Scope of the 
inwention as claimed. 
Hawing thus described my invention, I 

claim :- 
A railroad spike of the character de 

Scribed comprising a rectangular Shank, a, 
|head formed in one end of the shank, in 
wardly and downwardly inclined faces 
formed at the lower end of the shank oppo 
Site the head, said faces converging and 
forming an edge at the point Where they 
meet, and a prong formed Centrally of the 
edge and depending therefrom Said prong 
tapering toWard its loWer end, the prong 
forming a guide point for the spike to per 
mit the same to be easily driven in place. 
In testimony Whereof I affix my Signature 

in presence of tWo Witnesses. 
~ HRA. B. PAYNE. 

Witnesses : 
B. S. MUNCH, 
CHAS. J. BANGERT. 

copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ** Gommissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.” ~ 
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