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1 Claim.
1

This invention relates to a device adapted to be
fitted over the individual fingers, or alternatively,
the entire hand of a person engaged in outdoor
pursuits, particularly cerfain forms of garden-
ing, weeding, removal of suckers, tobacco bud
or berry picking, corn shucking, fowl cleaning,
or the like. The invention particularly contem-
plates a device which will serve generally as a

protection for the hand or hands of a person en- .

gaged in the above-named and similar activities
without impairing the utility of the hands as is
the case with ordinary gloves which are suffici-
ently sturdy to afford any real protection. Af the
same time the invention also contemplates a de-
vice which definitely increases the utility of the
fingers and hands, particularly when used in a
wide range of occupations including those par-
ticularly specified.

It is the broad concept of the invention to
provide an attachment adapted to be fitted over
a finger of the user, or possibly a number of
fingers, depending somewhat on the particular
operation to be performed. The individual finger
attachments, although configurated generally in
a manner somewhat similar to the actual finger,
will have an increased utility because of certain
mechanical expedients which produce a result not
possible with human fingers. It is also a con-
cept of the invention to provide a glove on which

are integrally positioned one or more of the finger

attachments of the preferred type of the inven-
tion.

Referring now to a further and more detailed
description of the invention when considered in
conjunction with the drawing in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a single finger
attachment of the preferred form of the inven-
tion.

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the same at-
tachment.

Figure 3 is a sectional view along the line 3—3,
Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a sectional view along the line 4—4,
Figure 2.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a human hand -

on which is positioned a glove to which are at-
tached a number of the individual finger attach-
ments. ’

The finger attachment which represents the
preferred form of the invention has been desig-
nated generally as 19. As will be noted in Fig-
ures 1 and 2, the entire outer surface of this at~
tachment is preferably roughened or knurled as
indicated at !l to assist in the gripping of ob-
jects in the various utilities to which the inven-
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tion has application. This knurled surface is also
useful for sanding or filing. The attachment
may have the extended nail portion 12 which is
adapted to perform generally although more ef-
ficiently the function of the human nail. The
circumferential edge of this nail portion is pref-
erably roughened or serrated as indicated at {3,
Figure 2. This roughened edge is for the purpose
of providing an improved gripping action in oc-
cupations of the type of pinfeather or berry pick-
ing.

An important feature of the invention is the
substantially flat outwardly tapered surfaces 14
provided on the inner side of each finger. When
two or more attachments are utilized as in the
case of a glove the corresponding surfaces on
adjoining fingers may be brought together, there-
by providing a very strong grip and because of
the roughened surfaces, if desired, a crushing or
grinding action can be performed. This result
can be accomplished with particular utility where
three surfaces are involved, for example, those
on attachments positioned on the thumb and
first two fingers as shown on the glove 16 illus-
trated in Figure 5. The meeting of the corre-
sponding edges of these three units provides a
three-point grip which is particularly useful in
cccupations such as tobacco topping and sucker-
ing.

As shown in Figure 4, if desired, a recess 15
may be provided at the interior of the attachment
for the insertion of the fingernail of the user.
This protects the nail to some extent and also
facilitates the manipulation of the nail portion 12
of the attachment.

In the glove designated 16, Figure 5, the finger
attachments are preferably secured integrally to
the finger portions of the glove., However, if de-~
sired, some form of removable attachment may
be provided. For most of the purposes mentioned
the positioning of attachments on the thumb por-
tion and first two finger portions of the glove is
sufficient. However, if desired, the attachments
may be positioned on all of the fingers.

The preferred material from which the attach-
ments are constructed is plastic or light metal
although any material which is sufficiently strong
for the purposes intended and yet not too heavy
will be satisfactory. In the case of plastics it is
probably easier to obtain an inftegral attachment
with the glove fingers.

The utility of the invention will be quite ap-
parenf from what has been heretofore said.
Particularly where the three-corner grip is uti-
lized it has been found that operations, such as
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tobacco bud picking or corn shucking, which are
exceedingly hard on the bare hands can be per-
formed much more quickly and easily and with-
out any possibility of cutting or bruising the
fingers. After a certain degree of practice the
attachments can be manipulated almost as well as
the human fingers and for this reason compara-
tively delicate operations such as berry picking
and feather plucking can be performed with skill
and dexterity.

Having described my invention, I claim:

A finger attachment comprising an element
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formed from hard surfaced material and adapted
to be positioned over a finger of the user, said
element having on the outer surface a pair of
relatively large flat surfaces angularly disposed
one to the other, said surfaces abutting on the
ball side of the finger along substantialiy the cen-
ter line of the finger, whereby the flat surfaces
on an attachment positioned on the user’s thumb
will engage corresponding flat surfaces on two
other similar attachments on the fingers to pro-
vide an improved gripping action.
VERTNER D. BRITTINGHAM.



